Welcome to
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Committed to living a faith journey that is
sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive

               




The Fourth Sunday of Advent
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]December 22, 2019  9:30 am 

Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service). Hymn numbers refer to the blue Hymnal 1982. BCP refers the the red Book of Common Prayer.  EOW refers to Enriching Our Worship series.

For Children: At 9:30 every Sunday in the “Nursery” all children are welcome to St. John’s One Room Schoolhouse and Classroom Library – for Fun with Book Bags. 

Worship Pattern for Children and Teachers 
Immediately following the offertory anthem during the singing of the Presentation Music, the teachers bring the Sunday school children into the service. They sit together as a class with their teachers in the front row and receive communion together.  Following communion children and teachers will return to the class to finish their lesson. Parents are asked to pick up their children (and any art projects) immediately after the service ends so that teachers may attend coffee hour and the Adult Forum if they wish. 

Learn about us: We invite you to conversation and coffee after the service and would be delighted to answer any questions you might have. Information is also available on the Ministry Table at the back.
If you would like, you may also fill out a newcomer information card, found in the pew rack or on the Ministry Table.

 Today’s Advent Greens are given to the glory of God by:

Contact Linda Harkins or the church office to find out how to donate flowers in the coming year.

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.


Those Who Serve Today

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Peter Ackerman
Choir Director:  Steven Weikle
 Pianist/Organist:  Karina Ibarra
Eucharistic Ministers:  (SD) John Ledbetter, (CP) Beth Elwood, (CR) Andee Zetterbaum &
 (BB) Jeannie Canwell
Lector: Steve Manildi
Acolytes:  Patrick Gaston, Beth Elwood & Cheryl Nix
Ushers:  Mike & Marlys Williams
Sound:  Corky Kuykendall
Eucharistic Visitors:   JoEllen Fortenberry Ford & Beth Elwood
Altar Guild:   Peggy Moos, Christina Soria (Scott Parker & Marie Ackerman)
Vestry Open/Close:   Becky Loiacono/Diana Christy
One Room Sunday School:   Ruth Diekman
Nursery:  Mandi Sager 
Designer Guild:  Allison Williams & Ejae Perry
Coffee Hour: The Drummond Family

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573 and CCLI License Number Number 11020614 (
 
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist 
 
invites
 you to
 
 
 
 
 
A Celtic Celebration for the Solstice
Friday, December 14, at 7:00 p.m.
 
 
Communion, Chants, Community
 
Party follows!
Please bring a snack or festive beverage to share.
)[image: http://www.meetmeinthemeadow.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/thenJesusspoke.mmitm_.mjb_.jpg]
The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude	O Come, O Come Emmanuel 	arr. Mark Hayes   

Entrance Hymn (Standing) 	O come, O come Emmanuel	Hymnal 56 (vs. 1-4)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]
Wreath Prayer for the Lighting of the Advent Candles

Celebrant & People
Be with us Lord as we light the Candle of Joy.  Mary was filled with Joy when she knew that she would become the mother of Jesus.  Guide us this week to birth your way into our world.  Amen.

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant:	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.	BCP p. 355
People:	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever, Amen.

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant & People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise  	Gloria in Excelsis	Hymnal S-278



The Collect of the Day 	BCP p. 160

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
People:		And also with you.
Celebrant:	Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 7:10-16

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

Reader:	The Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7,16-18		BCP p. 702

1 	Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
 		shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 	In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
 		stir up your strength and come to help us.

3 	Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 		show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 	O Lord God of hosts, *
 		how long will you be angered
 		despite the prayers of your people?

5 	You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
 		you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 	You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
 		and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 	Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 		show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

16 	Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
 		the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.

17 	And so will we never turn away from you; *
 		give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18 	Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
 		show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 1:1-7
 
5

7
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader:  	The Word of the Lord.
People:  	Thanks be to God.

The chant is sung three times before the Gospel and twice after.

Sequence Chant	Alleluia!	Marty Haugen
[image: ][image: ]

Marty Haugen 2004 GIA Publications



The Gospel According to Matthew 1:18-25 	

Celebrant:	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:	Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Celebrant:	The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The chant is sung again.

Sequence Chant	Alleluia!	Marty Haugen
[image: ][image: ]

Marty Haugen 2004 GIA Publications

Sermon	The Rev. Peter K. Ackerman




The Nicene Creed	BCP p. 358


We believe in one God,
	the Father, the Almighty,
	maker of heaven and earth,
	of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	the only Son of God,
	eternally begotten of the Father,
	God from God, Light from Light,
	true God from true God,
	begotten, not made,
	of one Being with the Father.
	Through him all things were made.
	For us and for our salvation
			he came down from heaven:

	by the power of the Holy Spirit
			he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
			and was made man.
	For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
			he suffered death and was buried.
			On the third day he rose again
				in accordance with the Scriptures;
			he ascended into heaven
					and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
			and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	He has spoken through the Prophets.
	We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead,
				and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



Prayers of the People	Intercessions for Christian People

The Leader and people pray responsively, standing, or kneeling.

God calls us to love one another. As a sign of that love, let us lift up our prayer to God for the needs of all people throughout the world, saying: O God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. We pray for the peace of the world, that our instruments of war may be transformed into instruments of peace, and that nations shall cease to learn war any more. O God, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the church, remembering, Michael our Presiding Bishop, for David our Bishop, and for Peter our priest, that we may become more and more a means of grace and peace in the world. O God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all people of good will who seek to cast off the works of darkness, that we may be enlightened through our service of others in the name of Christ. O God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, remembering all those on our prayer list. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers, especially those whom we name now (prayers may be offered).  May we be alert to the presence of Christ in them and ready to reach out in love. O God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are assembled here today, that we may be clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ and go forth from this place to be Christ in the world. O God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

The celebrant adds this concluding collect:



Confession of Sin  The people may stand or kneel as able. 	BCP p. 360

Celebrant:	Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the absolution:  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:		And also with you.

The Peace is exchanged.

Announcements

Birthdays and Anniversaries Blessings  


The Liturgy of the Table

Offertory Anthem	 O Come, Oh Come Emmanuel	 
	
Presentation Hymn	Praise God    	Hymnal 380 v. 3 only 

The Great Thanksgiving 		Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP p. 367

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.								 
People:	And also with you.
Celebrant:	Lift up your hearts.
People:	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Proper Preface of the Season/Chosen by Celebrant

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus	Holy, holy, holy Lord	Hymnal S-129

People may stand or kneel. The celebrant continues,	
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteous-ness, out of death into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 
Father,
People:  We remember his death. We proclaim his resurrection. We await his coming
  	in glory.  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant:   As our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,	
	BCP p. 364
All:	Our Father, who art in heaven,
		hallowed be thy Name,
		thy kingdom come,
		thy will be done,
			on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our trespasses,
		as we forgive those
			who trespass against us.
	And lead us not into temptation,  
		but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom, 
 		and the power, and the glory,
			for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

After a short introduction, the chant is sung once.

Fraction Hymn	 Alleluia	Hymnal S-154

Celebrant:	The Gifts of God for the People of God.


Communion of the People 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please form two lines in the center aisle.  There are two standing stations.  Please come forward immediately to receive communion at the rail.  If you prefer to receive communion kneeling, please do so at the rail on the left side of the altar. Gluten free hosts are available. You may receive just the bread or the wine.  Please place hands crossed over your heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing. 	  

Sending Eucharistic Visitors (Celebrant & people are standing.)

We send you forth bearing these Holy Gifts. May those to whom you go share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

Postcommunion Prayer (Celebrant & people, kneeling or seated.)	BCP p. 365

Celebrant:	Let us pray.	
All:				Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
				and you have fed us with spiritual food
	in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
	Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Blessing

The Celebrant offers God’s blessing.

Closing Hymn (Standing)	O come, O come Emmanuel 	Hymnal 56 (vs. 5-8)

The Dismissal

People:	   Thanks be to God.  

Postlude	 


Christmas Pageant – Cast Members Needed 
If your teen, youth, child, wants to be a part of our simple Christmas Pageant this year at our 5:30 p.m. service, please reach out to Ejae Perry, who along with her daughter Mandy Sager, and Ruth Diekman are putting together this year’s offering.  Ejae can be reached best through her email eperry9605@gmail.com. 

 (
Christmas Season Celebrations
 
 
Christmas Eve, December 24
5:30 p.m. Pageant & Candle Light Eucharist
 
Christmas Eve, December 24
9:30 p.m. Festive Music
10:00 p.m. Carols and Candle Light Eucharist
Christmas Day, December 25
9:30 a.m. Carols & Eucharist
 
Christmas I, Sunday, December 29
9:30 a.m. Carols & Eucharist
 
Christmas II, Sunday, January 5
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
 
Christmas Pageant 
–
 Cast Members Needed 
If 
your
 teen, youth, child, wants to be a part of our simple Christ
mas Pageant this year at our 5:3
0 p.m. service, please reach out to 
Ejae Perry, w
ho along with her daughter Mandy
 Sager
, and 
Ruth Die
kman are putting together this year’s offering.  
Ejae
 can be reached best through her email 
eperry9605@gmail.com
. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shining Our Light – Pledge Update
Pledge cards have already started to come in.  We have received 78 pledges to-date!  You can turn in your pledge card to the office or at the altar set up in the church nave in the South window.  You can mail your pledge card in also.  If you have any questions, please ask Fr. Peter or contact the church office.

Advent Information – After Worship Advent Bible Study!
Today is the last Sunday for Bible Study after the Advent Service. The activity will begin about 15 minutes after Fellowship Hour in a location (or a table) to be determined.  We will delve further into one or more of that Sunday’s scripture passages for 30 – 45 minutes.  All are welcome!

Holiday Office Schedule 
Please note the following schedule for office hours over the Christmas and New Year Holiday. December 25, 26 & January 1 – Office Closed due to holidays.  Penny is on vacation the week of December 23 – 26.  Linda Harkins will be filling in to help in the office and check the message machine.  

Office Angels Needed
We are looking for volunteers to work the Office Angel Desk from 10 am to 2 pm on Mondays and Wednesdays one day per month.  The shift could also be split in two and shared.  If interested, please contact Penny in the office.  

Coffee Hour Sign Ups Needed
Please consider hosting or co-hosting a Sunday Coffee Hour.  The signup sheet is at the Hospitality Table.  We plan for 25 to 35 people each Sunday.  Thank you.

Ministry Reports due January 13, 2020
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in January.  Please have your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by January 13, 2020.  Thank you.  


[image: ]Annual Meeting–Sunday, January 19

	On January 19, following the 9:30 Eucharist the annual meeting
 	will be held. All who worship with us are invited and
 	encouraged to attend the meeting. At the annual meeting we
 	elect new parish leaders: vestry members and delegates to convention. We will review our finances and receive next year’s budget as presented by the vestry.


Vestry Member Needed for 2020
We will be electing Vestry members at our Annual Meeting on January 19th, 2020.  
We will move to a Vestry size of 9 (with the Treasurer and Register elected outside of the vestry; serving the body, without the ability to vote).
Thus, this year, we need elect only one new member to serve in the Vestry.  
If you are interested in serving on Vestry please let Reverend Peter or any present Vestry member know and have them answer your questions.  
Also there is a job description available in the office for your information.  
We had a great Vestry team this last year and many of them will tell you how much they enjoyed serving during 2019!!  Please also contact me for any information.  
Senior Warden, Pat Fehling


Another way to help in the community!
Briana Gregg is accepting donations of supplies for the Science Olympiad team she is coaching from Taylor Elementary in Stockton. Please see the Ministry Table for a list of supplies that are needed and consider donating.  Thank you.
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2019 Vestry Members

Ann Marie Addler
Diana Christy
Richard Cress
Patricia Fehling
Barbara Krengel
Becky Loiacono
Margaret Meyers
Cheryl Nix
Karen Olds 
Joey Soria
Ken Warburton
Dick Williams

Pat Fehling – Senior Warden
Diana Christy   – Junior Warden
Joey Soria – Treasurer
Ann Marie Addler – Clerk








The Rev. Peter Ackerman
rectorpete@gmail.com
Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday
1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242
209.369.3381 (voice) † stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org
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Science Olympiad Supply Drive!

The Stockton CAN program is collecting supplies for
the Taylor Elementary Science Olympiad Team. To
donate or learn more about how Stockton CAN is
supporting science education for students in high-
poverty communities — see flyers in the back or
email Briana Rocha-Gregg: blgregg@ucdavis.edu
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Then Jesus spoke to
them again, saying,

“T am the light of the world.
He who follows Me shall not
walk in darkness, but have
the light of life.”

John 8:12 NKJV

Roy Lessn, mectmeinthemeadow.com
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