
Worship   

 

Sunday, September 6 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ"ÏÈ×ÌÓ 

 

Thursday, September 10 

7:00 p.m. Season of Creation 

 

Sunday, September 13 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, September 17 

7:00 p.m. Season of Creation 

  

Sunday, September 20 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, September 24 

7:00 p.m. Season of Creation 

 

Sunday, September 27 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Special Events  

Sunday, September 13 

ƙȯƔƔɯ×ȭÔȭɯ,ÌÕɀÚɯ!!0 

 

Friday, September 25 

5:30 p.m. Soul Kitchen  

Celebrating the life-changing love of Christ through worship, teaching, and service. 

From the Priest-In-Charge 

By The Rev. Elaine Breckenridge   

SEPTEMBER 2015 

 Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÉÌȮɯÖÕÊÌɯÉÌÙÌÍÛ 

of wet and wilderness?  Let them be left, 

O let them be left, wildness and wet, 

ÓÖÕÎɯÓÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÌËÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÓËÌÙÕÌÚÚɯàÌÛȭɂɯɯɯɯ 

 (Gerard Manly Hopkins) 

 
This summer I had the marvelous opportunity of spending a long afternoon at Camp Gali-

lee, an Episcopal Church Camp in Glenbrook, Nevada on Lake Tahoe. I had spent many 

summers at the camp and it was wonderful to return to a place that had been an impor-

tant part of my youth.  I had forgotten how beautiful the lake is! The water seemed as 

ÊÓÌÈÙɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÎÖȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÔÌÚÔÌÙÐáÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÊÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÏÜÌÚɯÖÍɯ

ÉÓÜÌÚɯÈÕËɯÎÙÌÌÕÚȭɯ(ÛɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÎÙÈÛÐÛÜËÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËÚÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ 

Returning home from the lake, I became aware of just how much creation is suffering. The 

wildfires throughout all of the west this summer are worse than in past years. We are 

hearing more stories of dying whales and other ocean life. The illegal poaching of large 

game animals in Africa caught the attention of many in a short -lived news cycle.  

 

I wonder. Perhaps as a community of faith we might be called to both celebrate creation 

ÈÕËɯÓÈÔÌÕÛɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ȭɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÌÔÌÚɯÐÕÛÖɯ

our worship, we might contribute to raising consciousness that we must address the eco-

ÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯÞÌɯÍÈÊÌɯÛÖËÈàɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ 

 

Many Lutheran, Catholic, Methodist, Orthodox and others in this country and around the 

world will spend the month of September celebrating the Season of Creation. This is an 

ÈÊÛÜÈÓɯÕÌÞɯÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÓÐÛÜÙÎÐÊÈÓɯàÌÈÙȭɯ3ÏÌɯ2ÌÈÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯàÌÛɯÌÕɪ

dorsed or embraced by the Episcopal Church for Sunday worship but we can certainly do 

so on any other day of the week.     

       

With that in mind, we will observe the Season of Creation in solidarity with other 

churches around the world by offering four special worship services on Thursday eve-

nings beginning September 10. The worship services will be intentionally ecumenical so 

that we might invite others from our larger community to join us.  
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 Worship 

Moving Church Furniture   

Supply Pianist/Organist   

 As introduced in the Priest -in-"ÏÈÙÎÌɀÚɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌȮɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÈÚÖÕɯ

of Creation will be observed on Thursday evenings begin-

ning September 10. All services will include prayers, lita-

nies, scripture, other readings and hopefully, some form 

of music. The first offering, on September 10 will feature a 

prayer vigil for all creation and humanity affected by the 

ÚÜÔÔÌÙɀÚɯËÙÌÈËÍÜÓɯÞÐÓËÍÐÙÌÚȭɯ6ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÜÚÌɯÈɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯÚÌÙɪ

vice which has been used in the Diocese of Spokane this 

past August as many communities there have suffered 

from both fire and smoke. Sky Thursday and Mountain 

Thursday will also be offered. The last service celebrating 

Planet Earth will be a Celtic Eucharist, offered October 1. 

It will be similar in style to other Celtic Eucharist offer-

ings held in the past. If you would like to help plan, or 

lead aspects of these services, please contact Elaine+.   

Email is the easiest way:  mother_elaine@comcast. net.         

'ÈÝÌɯàÖÜɯÕÖÛÐÊÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÈÕÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÚÞÖ××ÌËɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚȳɯ6ÏàɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕàÞÈàȳɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯ

my question when I showed up to church one Sunday in the spring of 2014 and the furniture had been moved. What I 

learned is that it is necessary to protect the piano from the intense sunlight during some seasons of the year. However, 

I have also learned that if we keep the piano and the choir on the north side of the building year round, we could 

ÈÝÖÐËɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÜÙÕÐÛÜÙÌȵɯ ÚɯÈɯÍÐÕÈÓɯÈÊÛɯÖÍɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɯ1ÈÕËàɯ*ÕÜÛÚÖÕɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÈÕÖɯÈÕËɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÚɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȭɯ

The cross and torches have also been moved to the south side now bringing them closer to the people who will use 

them. I am hoping we can keep this arrangements for many months to come!             

  

Season of Creation Worship Series   

  

 During the month of September, we will be welcoming Kristy Wells as our guest organist. She is a graduate from 

California State University, Stanislaus with both a teaching credential in music and a Bachelor of Arts in Music Edu-

cation and piano performance. She is currently employed full time at Merryhill Elementary School in Stockton where 

she is a K-8 grade music teacher, and choir and instrumental music director. She has experience as a church musician 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÛÏÖËÐÚÛɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÕËɯ2Ûȭɯ,ÈÙÒɀÚɯ$×ÐÚÊÖ×ÈÓɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÐÕɯ3ÙÈÊàȭɯ*ÙÐÚÛàɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÏÐÙÌËɯÖÕɯÈɯÛÙÐÈÓɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÈÚɯÈɯÚÜ××Óàɯ

organist. Please share any feedback you have directly to Elaine Breckenridge.     
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Worship  

September 2015  

  

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      

 

  

 

A SEASON OF CREATION   

 

       THURSDAY EVENING  WORSHIP   

     AT  7:00 P.M .  
 

     

   September 10   Wildfire Thursday   

     

   September 17     Sky Thursday  

 

   September 24   Mountain Thursday  

     

   October     1             Planet Earth Thursday    

     
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

When I have a terrible need of ð dare I say, 'religion'? ð then I go outside at night 
and paint the stars."  
                                                 -- Vincent Van Gogh 
  

 

New Adult Forum Series Begins September 13 at 9:30 in the Hospitality Room   
 
All are welcome to a video presentation and discussion celebrating the communion 
of science and faith. Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary Chris-
tian spirituality, featuring over a dozen leading theologians and progressive think-
ers. The material is written by evolutionary theologian Bruce Sanguin and published 
by Living the Questions.   
 

New Adult Forum Series on Sunday Mornings  

Begins September 13, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.  
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Adult Formation 

 

 



This contemplative prayer group will be suspended for 

the month of September as we experiment with the new 

worship series called a Season of Creation. The services 

will be contemplative in nature and all are encouraged to 

attend these as an alternative to the prayer group. Con-

templation and Conversation will return in October.  

Josie To Begin Formal Studies  

 Contemplation and Conversation  
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Adult Formation 

September 2015  

Josie Daughrity, our postulant for ordination to the Di-

aconate, has just received notice that her studies will be 

commencing soon. We are grateful to learn that the Dio-

cese of San Joaquin has formed a partnership with the 

School for Deacons Program, at CDSP (Church Divinity 

School of the Pacific, Berkeley) to create a local training 

program for deacons. Classes for Josie will take place 

monthly on a weekend in Fresno at Holy Family Episco-

pal Church. This is such good news for Josie and for us. 

This will make her theological education much more af-

fordable. Stay tuned to learn more about her unfolding 

program and for ways that we can be supportive of her 

formation program to become a deacon.    
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 Bishopôs News 

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 

The Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin  
1528 Oakdale Road  
Modesto, CA 95355  
(209) 576-0104  
diosanjoaquin.org  
touraganisttrafficking.org  
 

                                  TOUR AGAINST TRAFFICKING  
 

Raising Awareness Regarding Human Trafficking  
The Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin presents The Tour Against Trafficking. This is an initiative to raise awareness 
regarding Human Trafficking throughout our diocese in Central California as well as raising funds to support groups 
working to end Human Trafficking.  
 
From October 2-23, a group of bicyclists (5 to 8 from the Tour Team) will ride 750 miles over 18 days throughout Cen-
tral California. As the Tour goes through communities, towns and cities, the Tour Team will be joined by others in-
cluding various cycling clubs throughout the valley. Large numbers of cyclists are anticipated during different 'legs" of 
the Tour. The tour will have 26 stops which include each church throughout the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin. 
The stops will provide opportunity for a well deserved rest (one leg of the tour involves a climb of 8000 ft as well as 
two 70+ mile days and one 80+ mile day), an occasion to offer interviews to the press, and to join together with sup-
porters and friends of the Tour in the local community. Riders of the Tour are encouraging sponsorship and all the 
proceeds will go directly to local agencies and organizations in the valley who offer support to victims of trafficking.  
The Tour is in consultation and cooperation with: local government, law enforcement, DA offices, social service agen-
cies, faith based ecumenical partners, universities-colleges-and-schools and the cycling community in town and cities 
throughout the valley.  
 
ΨtǊŜΩ-Tour events include ten "Trafficking Awareness Events" from Lodi to Taft. These events involve the showing of a 
short documentary film called The Trafficked Life by filmmaker, Michael Fagans. These occasions also provide the 
opportunity for panelists from the aforementioned groups to discuss the reality and impact of the crime of Human 
Trafficking and to entertain questions from those in attendance. These events have been extremely well attended to 
date. The remaining occasions are: San Andreas - Aug 27, Hanford - Sept 9, Ridgecrest - Sept 10, Fresno - Sept 12, 
Sonora - Sept 16, Modesto - Sept 17, Bakersfield - Sept 19, and Avery - Oct 6. For more information including times 
and venues go to: diosanjoaquin.org.  
 
We hope you will consider ways you can join with us in making a difference. We hope you will become far more 
aware of this horrific crime and the lives it so profoundly affects. We hope you will support the Tour Against Traffick-
ing.  
 
Please direct any questions to myself or the Tour Website: touragainsttrafficking.org.  
 
Tour promo video -    Trafficked Life trailer-    Extended documentary film trailer -  
https://vimeo.com/127099618   https://vimeo.com/113557160   https://vimeo.com/126016800  

!ÐÚÏÖ×ɀÚɯ"àÊÓÐÕÎɯ3ÖÜÙ 
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