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OUR MISSION 

Committed to living a faith journey that is 
sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive 

L E A D E R S H I P  
RECTOR 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
    in him my heart trusts; 

so I am helped, and my heart exults, 
    and with my song I give thanks to him. (Psalm 28:7) 

Dear friends in Christ,  

As I write this year’s Rector’s Report, I am filled with gratitude, love, and affection . . . for you, for us, 
for our worship, work, and commitment to each other and our community.  

Two years ago, we met for our first Annual Meeting together. We faced a significant deficit and 
addressed it through fundraising efforts, and we knew we only had a short reprieve of two years 
from paying a full-time clergy salary, as most of my salary was grant supported. Since then, we’ve 
faced numerous challenges while continuing to address our financial situation, which meant selling 
the unused portion of our land.  

Despite these challenges, we’ve remained steadfast. We quieted our minds and hearts to hear God’s 
call and leaned on scripture, the love of God, and the witness of those in our midst. This approach 
allowed God’s grace to manifest within us and our community, leading to a great joy that permeates 
everything we do together.  

In the following pages, you will recall how God has manifested that joy at St. John’s. In addition to 
the many things contained in the Annual Meeting Reports:  

• We are in contract to sell the property this Spring and raised funds to retire our mortgage debt. 
• We participated in the election of a new bishop, Bishop-Elect Greg Kimura, who will be 

consecrated on April 28.  
• We baptized and confirmed, celebrated new births, marriages, and lives well lived as they 

returned to God.  
• We wished Deacon Tom and his wife, Hennie, well as they set off for a much-earned 

retirement (and continue to support them through Hennie’s illness).  
• We supported, cared for, and cheered on one another.  
• We welcomed many new faces and families into our midst.  

Most importantly, we laughed, cried, prayed, worked hard, praised God, ate, played, given thanks, 
sat in stillness, and welcomed Jesus into our lives.  

St. John’s, we have a lot to be proud of and a lot to celebrate. I am excited for another chance to lean 
into God’s grace and joy and give thanks for this amazing community of saints.  
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Today and in the weeks ahead, please take a moment to thank those around you for all they do to 
make St. John’s . . . St. John’s. It takes each and every one of you. So, thank you. From the bottom of 
my heart, thank you.  

~Rev. Betsy+ 

 

SENIOR WARDEN 
You all have taught me so much this past year. As I conclude the year as your vestry’s Senior 
Warden, I keep with me so many lessons in perseverance, resourcefulness and generosity. Some 
highlights from 2025 at St. John’s:  

 

• Keeping the lights on: An incredible amount of time, donations, brain power, muscle, and logistical 
agility has gone into replacing out-of-date and faltering heating and air conditioning, wonky 
thermostats, konked out light bulbs (so very out of reach), and buckling patio pavement. We 
cleared out a dripping, dormant beehive (also so, so high up there). We filled in crevasses in the 
parking lot. We upgraded the sound system that had big issues with, well, sound. Strong work 
from so many of us.  

• Serving with heart: Fellowship opportunities abound at St. John’s, and they would not happen 
without you. We have recounted many times the joys of serving for the monthly Soul Kitchen 
community dinners, Salvation Army dinner service, Men’s BBQ dinners, and Coffee Hour. Weekly 
Lenten soup suppers are coming up. A native plant garden is ready to meet the spring. These and 
the many ministries that tend the spirit keep us connected to God, our neighbors and each other.  

• Stepping up: And wow! Did you step up! Whether you organized, staffed and/or patronized a 
fundraiser, it all resulted in funds to take care of our church and chapel (see item #1 above), as well 
as in moments of friendship and fun. Whether it was Bingo, Fireworks, Souper Sunday, or the 
Christmas Bazaar, we worked together and we played together. Your generosity of spirit is clearly 
alive and well, and very much appreciated.  

 

I also appreciate that same generosity of the treasurers, bookkeepers and members of the vestry with 
whom I served for the past three years. Thank you for helping me learn about the nuts and bolts of 
operations here, as well as about the church’s rich history. Finally, I cannot thank Rev. Betsy enough 
for steering us through a dynamic year. We wished Deacon Tom and Hennie well as he announced 
his retirement. We saw the sale of the back half of the property resuscitated by Rev. Betsy’s call for a 
paradigm shift (and maybe some divine intervention?). And many thanks for her energy and 
creativity in making St. John’s appealing for young families and longtime parishioners alike.  
Happy New Year, everyone.  
 

Fran Bott, 2025 Senior Warden 
 

JUNIOR WARDEN 
2025 was a busy year for facilities management. LED lights were installed for church services, 2 
heating and cooling units were replaced for the chapel, speakers were replaced in the church, a new 
shed was built, bees were removed, trees, bushes, and palm trees were trimmed, a native garden was 
planted, and parking lot cracks started being filled with gravel.  After several years Aleathea Langone 
transferred leadership of the Buildings & Grounds Committee to Joey Soria.  I look forward to 
hearing from you about other projects that should be completed. 

—Eric Goossens 
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STEWARDSHIP 
              See! I am doing a new thing. Now it springs forth.  Isaiah 43:19      
                                        

We are filled with renewed hope and gratitude as the Vestry-backed sale of our 
unused five acres moves forward, creating the opportunity to pay off our church 
mortgage. In this energizing, Spirit-led season of transformation, we invited St. 
John’s members to embrace God’s abundance, practice generosity, and imagine new 

ways we are called to serve our community—journeying together in a capital campaign of faith and 

renewal. This is a moment to honor the seeds planted by our spiritual heritage while planting new 
seeds that will grow into a beautiful legacy for the future.  
 

With an Option-to-Purchase Agreement secured in April and an initial fundraising goal of $300,000, 
we launched the first phase of our capital campaign—a “Quiet Ask”—in May. Within 60 days, we 
received $303,000 in pledge commitments, funds specifically designated to pay down our mortgage, 
cover land sale closing costs, and fund needed care of our beautiful buildings and grounds. By late 
summer, we had a signed Purchase Agreement. And in mid-October we launched both our Fall 
Pledge campaign as well as phase two of our capital campaign, inviting the entire congregation to 
help us sow the seeds of our future. Our pledge commitments now total more than $332,000. While 
anticipating a finalized land sale in early 2026, should it take longer our commitment remains the 
same: to steward our resources faithfully and tend to the sacred spaces entrusted to us. Because of 
your willingness to invest in what God is bringing forth, we are stepping together into a season of 
renewal, growth, and possibility. Capital campaign pledges continue to be gratefully accepted at any 
time, for any amount – large or small – as you are able.  
 

With full and grateful hearts, we extend our deepest thanks for your generous pledges. Your 
commitment is more than a financial gift—it is a bold act of faith in the future God is shaping among 
us. Thank you for believing in this vision, for standing with our community, and for helping create a 
foundation that will bless generations to come. We are humbled by your partnership and energized 
by the hope your generosity makes possible. May God continue to guide, inspire, and multiply every 
good work begun in faith. Thank you for being a part of this hopeful, Spirit-filled journey.   

 

Throughout our Fall pledge campaign, we were encouraged to seek God and 
recognize His goodness, sharing personal stories of how God has intervened and 
played a pivotal role in our lives—leading us to a place where our hearts overflow 
with gratitude and reverence for His love and guidance. Thank you, Andee 
Zetterbaum, Peter Krengel, Rosemary Cress, and Lewis Gale for sharing your 
personal stories with us. We are grateful for a successful campaign, receiving a 

total of 57 pledges including 24 increased pledges and 6 new pledges. In late 
November we gathered to bless our pledges and celebrate together, enjoying good food and 
wonderful fellowship at an all-parish potluck lunch. With a heart full of love, thank you to all who 
pledged to support our 2026 operating budget. Your support strengthens our mission, sustains our 
community, and allows us to continue serving with hope and purpose.  
 

Fundraising – A Year-in-Review 

 

BINGO continues to be a winner for St. John’s throughout the year—fun, fellowship-filled Saturday 
afternoons including a light lunch, multiple bingo games, and prizes! Led by Katie Howard and 
many others helping with set-up, check-in, bingo card sales, and clean-up, thank you for these lively 
fundraising get-togethers. 
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FIREWORKS BOOTH: For a second year in a row, St. John’s won the lottery to operate a fireworks 
booth, late June through the 4th of July. While it truly takes a village to plan and execute the booth 
including a robust group of selling volunteers, this year we knew what to expect, the weather was a 
bit cooler, and we used our incredible selling skills to earn over $16,000. With a mandatory year off in 
2026, can you say “fireworks” again in 2027?  
 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:  Led by Fran Bott and committee members Candice Gale, Peggy Moos, and 
Barbara Warburten, St. John’s hosted their first Christmas Bazaar in November. Donations of hand-
made clothing, jewelry, ornaments and gifts, new and used books, as well as a variety of household 
items and decorations were donated and offered for sale. This tremendous effort generated over 
$3,000. Congratulations on the successful launch of a fantastic new fundraiser and we look forward to 
another in November 2026!  
 

To our entire St. John’s community—Thank you for giving so faithfully, for believing in what God is 
doing here, and for walking alongside together with such grace. May the Lord return your generosity 
with abundant peace, joy, and blessing in the seasons ahead.  
 

Beth Elwood, Stewardship Chair  
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Finance Committee Overview and 2026 Budget Process 

In 2025, the Finance Committee continued to review monthly financials, compare those reports to the 
Annual Budget, advise the Vestry on financial decisions, and develop and present our yearly budget. 
St John’s Finance Committee consisted of 4 parish members and Rev. Betsy. We provide 
complementary skills, experience and perspectives to the development of the 2026 budget.  In 
addition to myself, team members were Bob Gorczyca, Corky Kuykendall and Joey Soria.  I want to 
give my appreciation to them for their time and commitment to this Committee. I couldn’t do this 
without them. 

This year we wrote and implemented procedures for our counters to ensure more consistency and 
accuracy. We also had a meeting with all the counters to ensure that everyone understands the 
processes. 

This year we were able to begin looking at our trends for the past three years of actuals and compare 
them to our budget. We also began the process of analyzing this year’s budget versus actuals to 
identify likely financial variances and requirements for the upcoming year. With the invaluable 
assistance of having actuals for the past three years, we had a strong foundation to build upon. Our 
review process included a detailed examination of operational costs, such as maintenance contracts, 
salaries, building repairs and the trends of such costs as well as variances in our income. This year 
had one major difference and that was the purchase of our property. Our budget is based on the 
estimation that the sale will go through by the end of March.   

Special thanks to our outside bookkeeper, Gina Tadman. She plays a vital role in us getting a better 
understanding of our financial needs. Her expertise and attention to detail provided us with timely 
up-to-date financial information, allowing us to make well-informed decisions. 

Noteworthy 2026 Budget income and expense items follow: 

1. This budget was approved at the December Vestry meeting and since then we have had 
$20,800 more in pledges than we forecast in our budget. This helps give us a cushion in case 
the sale takes a little longer than predicted. 
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2. In anticipation of selling our property in March our 2026 budget reflects mortgage payments 
for the first three months of the year. 

3. In anticipation of selling our property in March our 2026 budget reflects a Rector’s salary grant 
from the Diocese for three months. 

4. The interest included in the 2026 budget comes from Capital Campaign money in our Money 
Market account. 

5. The 2026 budget doesn’t reflect much in the Maintenance expense category because we expect 
to have remaining funds from  our Capital Campaign money after the sale. 

 

- Stephanie Pilcher Goossens, Treasurer 
 

W O R S H I P  
 

ALTAR GUILD 
The Altar Guild is a group of St. John’s members who support the church by offering their services to 
enhance the worship of St. John’s.  There is an Altar Guild presence at virtually every service taking 
place at St. John’s.  Members of the Altar Guild set up the altar, set out the elements for the Eucharist, 
and ensure that all of the items necessary for the smooth flow of the service are in their proper places 
and ready for use.  The Altar Guild service is an important “behind the scenes” organization.   

 

In addition to the Sunday services of Eucharist, Altar Guild serves funerals, weddings, and any other 
special services.  During 2025 Reverend Betsy introduced a new service to the members of St. John’s.  
On the 3rd Sunday of each month there will now be Pizza Church in the evening.  This is a much 
more informal service than the normal Sunday morning Eucharist.  It was introduced in September 
and is still evolving. 

 

It has been a pleasure to work with Reverend Betsy as she completed her first full year at St. John’s 
and is now into her second year.  Altar Guild also much appreciated working with Deacon Tom and 
wished him well in his retirement. 

 

The members of St. John’s who have served in Altar Guild during 20205 are Bunmi Olowoyeye, 
Aleathea Langone, Dee Mayfield, Paula Saubolle, Margaret Meyers, Stuart Krengel, Jim Reeve, 
Charlene Martin, Peggy Moos and Anne Reeve.  We thank Cherly Nix for her service in Altar Guild 
and regret that she had to step back for the year 2025.  Any members of St. John’s who would like to 
serve St. John’s in this rewarding way, please contact either Peggy Moos or Anne Reeve 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 —Peggy Moos and Anne Reeve 
 

BREAD BAKERS 
The Bread Bakers of St. John’s are responsible for baking the bread used at most of the Eucharist 
services at St. John’s.  This year, approximately 100 loaves of bread were baked for these services. 

 

Thank you to Dawn Buck, Carol Bower Foote, Paula Saubolle, Peggy Moos, and Anne Reeve for 
proving this needed service.  Special thanks to Dawn Buck for her many years of break baking as she 
is retiring this year. 

 

If there is anyone who enjoys baking and would like to be of service and bake for St. John’s, please 
contact Anne Reeve.   Respectfully Submitted, 
 

—Anne Reeve 
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CAMERA ACOLYTES 
Camera Acolyte is a very important part of our ministry team as it allows us to continue to live-steam 
and upload our services for more parishioners and visitors to view on Facebook and YouTube.  A 
special “Thanks” to:  Fran Bott, Holly Wilson, Carlo Bagnasco, Corky Kuykendall, Beth Elwood, Joey 
Soria & Brad Huffman and the Vestry Members who had to step in.  With Joey Soria being a part of 
the choir now, he is no longer able to Camera Acolyte for us! We could use your help! If you are 
interested in being trained for this ministry, please contact Penny in the office.   
 

-Penny Wilson 

 

DESIGNERS’ GUILD 

We are grateful for our wonderful and talented designers guild members:  Kathy Girard, Barbara 
Warburton, Ejae Perry, Mandi Sager, Janie Williams, Allison Dooley, and our heavy lifter Dick 
Williams who is always on call! It was a pleasure designing for Sunday services, weddings, funerals, 
and special occasions. We look forward to the new year and are always on the lookout for anyone 
who is interested in learning the art of floral design. Please reach out to any of our members if you 
have any questions. (no experience required)  
  

—Allison Dooley and Janie Williams  
  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND LECTOR MINISTRIES 
The Eucharistic Minister (MC) is asked to assist the priest by making sure all our “players” are in 
place for the Sunday Service.  If we are missing any personnel, they are asked to make sure it is filled.  
They also read the Prayers of the People.  This person also directs questions prior to the service to the 
right person i.e., vestry person.  MC is also a Chalice Bearer with wine (CW) during the Eucharist.  
We have added an extra MC who does not vest but comes up from the pews to be a Chalice Bearer 
with Juice (CJ) during the Eucharist.  A Lector is a lay person that comes from the pews to read the 
first two readings of the service.  Thank you to all who participated in these ministries including 
Margaret Meyers, Anne Reeve, Stacey Bagnasco, Bob Gorczyca, Beth Elwood, Carol Foote, Rosemary 
Cress, Charlene Martin, Hennie Van Konynenburg, Debby Weberski, Christina Soria, Candice Gale & 
Robert Elliott. 
 

— Penny Wilson 
 

LAY PREACHING 
“The art of preaching lies in the ability, not only to make the Word speak, but in the ability to make words sing, 
to make words cry and laugh, to make them leap and run and to do so with the vitality that could only come 
from the deepest source of life itself: the reality of God's word in Jesus Christ,”   Ockert Meyer 
 
 

Lay preaching is a ministry to those who feel called to proclaim the Good News through preaching. 
After completing the Diocesan Lay Preaching course offered by Canon Anna, they become licensed to 
preach within the diocese.  
 

We have enjoyed another year of preaching from our lay preachers. It is a gift to have preachers from 
the laity in our midst to preach once a month. They bring additional life experiences and reflections 
to our readings each week to allow us to expand beyond the reflections. We are grateful for the words 
and ministry of Candice Gale, Charlene Martin, and Andee Zetterbaum who have faithfully offered 
their witness, wisdom, and words to illuminate our scripture. 
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In addition, while not a lay preacher, we also give thanks for the ministry of The Rev. Richard  
Lundgren who has joined us both in preaching and liturgical roles.  
 

The Lay Preaching course is offered each year. We are thrilled that another member of our 
congregation has listened to the call and bravely stepped in to take the course. If this is of interest to 
you, please contact Rev. Betsy for a conversation to discern your calling.  
 

~ Rev. Betsy+ 
 

ST. JOHNS CHOIR 
The choir is small but mighty. We are desperate for new singers. If you love to sing and are unsure of 
your ability, the choir is a great place for singing growth. We hope to grow in the future.  Please reach 
out to me or any member if you would like to contribute. We look forward to adding your voice. We 
are also looking to bring in new music and more musicians in the upcoming year. 

—Steven Weikle, Choir Director 

 

SOUNDBOARD TECHNICIANS 
Appreciation needs to be expressed to those who have served faithfully on the Sound Board during 
2025.  Thank you for your continued service:  Steve Augusto, James Bassett, Stephanie Pilcher, Eric 
Goossens, Corky Kuykendall and Dick Williams. We have been able to replace speakers this past year 
that has helped with our sound quality.  If you would like to assist with sound on a Sunday, your 
help would be greatly appreciated.   

 

—Penny Wilson 

 

USHERS 
Usher duties are very important.  As greeters and handing out the morning bulletins, they are the 
first person(s) seen from the church, and they set the tone with a smile and a welcome.  This smile 
and welcome are equally important to newcomers and our regulars!  Thank you to all who helped 
with Ushering this past year, especially, Tom Gundershaug, Brad Huffman, Debby Weberski, Corky 
Kuykendall, Andee Zetterbaum, Diane Elliott, Katie Howard and Jerry Herrmann and all who 
stepped in at the last minute.  If you are interested in helping in this ministry, please contact Penny in 
the office. 

 

--Penny Wilson 

 

COUNTERS 
On behalf of St. John’s Church, I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the following 
volunteers for their time and dedication in counting: Sharon Farnsworth, Tom Gundershaug, Eric 
Goossens, Joey Soria, Katie Howard, Dee Mayfield, Kelly Olds, and Corky Kuykendall. A special 
thank you to Penny Wilson for faithfully taking the weekly deposits to the bank. 
 

I would also like to extend another special thanks to those who helped prepare and distribute the 
donation statements to our parishioners: Penny, Danny, Joey, Corky, and Beth. Your service and 
commitment are truly appreciated, and we are grateful for all that you do to support our church 
community. With sincere thanks, 
 

—Stephanie Pilcher, Treasurer 
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P A S T O R A L  C A R E  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is a ministry that spans many facets of our communal life. This year, in an effort to 
formalize our pastoral activities, who is being seen on a regular basis, and identify needs more 
quickly, I invited a group of people to join me in this work. We currently have seven members as part 
of this ministry. During our time together we have identified multiple ways in which we can care for 
our community including taking communion to home-bound parishioners, home-visits, calls, and 
check-ins. Over the year, we visited people over seventy-nine times, which doesn’t include the many 
other ways we’ve checked in on people.  
 

One of the highlights of meeting together was realizing how well our congregation cares for one 
another naturally. From visiting parishioners in the hospital to when they are home-bound to simple 
conversations, coffee-meetups, phone calls, or listening while someone tells you about their day, this 
is a ministry in which we all participate. 
 

I am grateful for both those who have joined me in the formalized ministry of pastoral care and those 
of you who care for one another outside of this formalized ministry. I am especially thankful for Beth 
Elwood, Fran Bott, Candice Gale, Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Elaine Sager and Anne Reeve. 
If you, or someone you know, may need some additional care, please let me know. If this is a 
ministry to which you feel called, please let me know.  
 

— Rev. Betsy+ 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY 
 Not much has changed in the Prayer List Ministry since last year.  Countless requests have 
been made over the past year.  Those who have felt the power of being supported in prayer have 
expressed deep appreciation for the time we take to invite God's healing love and guiding presence 
into their lives.   Those who pray are also drawn closer to God and each other.  Thank you to all those 
who offer prayers in response to these requests.         
 The prayer concerns of our parish continue to be shared between our prayer coordinator and 
intercessors group via email and the St. John's Intercessors private Facebook page as requests are 
made.  World In Prayer, a separate ministry of this church and Andee Zetterbaum, is distributed 
separately although the previous week’s publication is included in our weekly prayer list eMail.  A 
prayer, blessing, hymn, or poem is often included in the eMail and Facebook communication.  We 

strive to publish the list by Wednesday each week, with the names to be spoken in the Prayers of the People in the 

Sunday service. We will continue this practice in the new year.  Interim prayer requests will continue to 
be published via eMail and Facebook as they are made.  
 All members of the parish are invited to offer prayers for those listed.  We have 66 intercessors 
on our intercessor group Mail list, some of whom no longer live in Lodi, and more who respond on 
our private Facebook page. 
            Names are added to the prayer list according to the requests of parishioners submitted to the 
prayer coordinator via email, the church office, Intercessors, private Facebook page, or phone.  The 
persons for which we pray are primarily current or past parishioners, and friends, family, or 
colleagues of parishioner families.  Our lists average 35-45 individual or family names, 21 of which 
are shut ins, clergy, or persons in the active military.  
            IMPORTANT:  If you would like a name or names mentioned in Prayers of the People in  
church, you must so specify with your request and advise us how we should list the name (eg. First  
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name only, first name-last initial, full name).  Please be sure to have the person’s permission to do so. 
            We request prayers for specific individuals or families for healing, courage, comfort, and 
support  as well as for those who have died, are in transition, or awaiting the arrival of a new family 
member, and those serving in the military or the church.  We offer thanks in celebration for those 
who have recovered or passed through a time of trial or have new family members.  We also offer 
general prayers.  This includes first responders, those impacted by natural disasters, violence, or 
otherwise in harm's way.  We pray for our country and its leaders.   We can add new categories as the 
need arises or at special times of the year.  
           Our policy is to retain names for healing and sustaining prayers for up to 30 days unless we 
receive a request to keep them on the list for another period.  Parishioners are requested to contact 
Carol as soon as a name can be removed from the list or moved to prayers of thanksgiving prior to 
removal.         
            If you wish to be on the Intercessors' group eMail or given access to our private 
Facebook page, please contact the prayer coordinator.  If you or someone important to you is in need 
of prayer, the preferred ways to add a name to the prayer list are: 
              1) Call (or text to cell) coordinator Carol Bower Foote at 916-897-0503 (cell) for time-sensitive, 
emergency requests.    
              2) Email st.johnsprayerlist@gmail.com (email is usually checked for new requests once daily) 
for non-urgent, non time-sensitive requests, or leave a voicemail. 
              3) Call the church office at 209-339-3381 
 

—Carol Bower Foote, Prayer Coordinator 
 

WORLD IN PRAYER 
World In Prayer was started nearly 25 years ago by St. John’s member Andee Zetterbaum. The 
website (www.worldinprayer.org) provides a weekly summary of international news with 
accompanying prayers, as well as materials on learning how to pray for the world or deepen your 
prayers for the world. Although still nominally under St. John’s, the team that takes turns writing 
and posting the weekly prayers has expanded to include at least 8 Christian denominations. We now 
have voices from the U.S., Canada, and United Kingdom. In addition to those who access the prayers 
on the website, approximately 3,500 people receive them free by email. At St. John’s, the prayers are 
appended to our weekly internal prayer list. 
 

—Andee Zetterbaum 
 

SOUP FOR THE SOUL 
"SHARED JOY IS DOUBLE JOY, AND SHARED SORROW IS HALF-SORROW".  

- Swedish proverb 

 

This May, we started a monthly dinner offering for those who had lost loved ones and desired to 
spend time with others with shared experiences. We meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the 
church for a simple supper and fellowship. There is no program, no plan, just nourishing food and 
supportive conversation. Over the course of our time together, tears have been shed, laughter has 
erupted, new friendships have been formed, and experiences have been validated.   
 

We welcome you to join us if you feel this group would be balm for your soul. 5:30pm on the First 
Tuesday of each Month. 

 

-Rev. Betsy McElroy 
 

mailto:st.johnsprayerlist@gmail.com
http://www.worldinprayer.org/
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F O R M A T I O N  F O R  A L L  A G E S             
 

ONE ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN CLASS AND NURSERY 
A small group of dedicated students attended Sunday school at the beginning of the year.  However, 
we end the year with a delightful increase of children attending both Sunday School and 
Kindergarten/Nursery.   
 

Lessons and activities are planned for all levels. Generally, the children's lessons are drawn from the 
Bible readings used in the church service that day.  Sunday School children are walked in to join their 
parents for communion while parents will come to pick up the younger children. 
    

One of the teacher leaders teaches the lesson, while the other will monitor the younger group. A huge 
thank you to Stephannie Goossens who has helped to cover the younger ones when it was necessary 
to have two adults in the room. 
 

The teachers during 2025 were Ruth Diekman, Janie Williams and Peggy Moos. Our wonderful 
leader has been Ruth Diekman whose teaching has touched so many young ones in our church 
family. She has been a guiding example for both the children and the teachers.  

 

—Peggy Moos  
 

PIZZA CHURCH 
In September 2025, we launched Pizza Church. Pizza Church meets on the Third Sunday of each 
month at 5:00. Geared to young families, this simple service with Eucharist is attended and enjoyed 
by people of all ages. We gather for a shortened service then enjoy a dinner of pizza and fellowship.  

Please join us!! 
 

—Rev. Betsy+  
 

EPISCOPALIAN 101 
Each year we offer Episcopalian 101 in preparation for Confirmation, Reception into the Episcopal 
Church, Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, or for those who want to learn about what it means to be 
an Episcopalian. This past year we completed one full class and began another, resulting in 5 
Confirmations.  

Do you have questions or want to affirm your faith in Christ? Talk with Rev. Betsy to inquire about 
the current or next class.  

 

—Rev. Betsy+  
 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
Each year, we choose a book to study during Lent. In 2025, the Creation Care team led our study on 
Contemplative Gardening  by The Rev. Dr. Pamela Dolan, friend and mentor of Rev. Betsy.                
Rev. Pamela joined our group for our last class together for a lively discussion of her experiences and 
her book.  

 

—Rev. Betsy+  
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARING 
LGBTQUIA+ Say What?  Phillip Britton from the San Joaquin Pride Center joined us for a morning in 
March to learn more about the queer community, what the letters stand for in LGBTQIA+, the use of 
non-traditional pronouns, and much more. It was a space for folks in our community, along with 
other parishes in our diocese, to get curious, share personal stories, ask questions, and learn more. 
This event also strengthened our relationship with San Joaquin Pride Center as a trusted faith space.  
 
“Building Resilience Together Through Community” - Rev. Betsy and Steve’s son, Kyle, shared his 
experiences during his month studying ethical engagement in neocolonial Roatán, Honduras. Kyle 
highlighted firsthand experiences at his internship at La Clinica Esperanza and secondhand 
experiences with local community members and speakers.   
 
Scams!!! – Over the year, many of our parishioners fell prey to scams, some of them initiated by emails 
saying they were from Rev. Betsy. In December, Chaplain Chet Somera, Coordinator of PARTNERS, 
Chaplaincy, & Crime Prevention Programs from the Lodi Police Department visited us, along with 
other volunteers, to present valuable information on staying alert and preventing scams before they 
happen. 

 

—Rev. Betsy+  
 
 

P A R I S H  L I F E  
 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
A Review of 2025 Buildings and Grounds Committee Accomplishments. 

1. In April, completed the repairs of the west patio and chapel concrete. 
2. In April, completed replacement of all thermostats with Nest thermostats to monitor HVAC 

activity remotely. 
3. In September, the sprinkler zone map and controller zones were compared and verified, and a  
  new zone map was generated to match the new configuration to facilitate shut off control of  
  broken or leaking zones. 
4. In September, completed replacement of all flood lights and spotlights requiring boom lift access. 
5. In September, the beehive was removed from the South edge of the room of requirement exterior 

soffit.  Removed, replaced, and sealed the soffit preventing a new swarm from entering. 
6. In October, the lawn was removed in preparation for the new native garden. 
7. On the first Saturday of November, an indoor/outdoor volunteer workday was convened.  Work 

included mulching the native garden, trimming palm trees behind the historic chapel, weeding 
flower beds, filling parking lot cracks with gravel, and reorganizing storage spaces. 

8. In November, completed removal and replacement of both historic chapel HVAC units. 
9. In November, removed and replaced the stop sign and the right turn only sign at the 

northernmost parking lot exit. 
10. In November, the roof valley over the office was cleaned in response to a roof leak in the office. 
11. In December, reattached two loose roof tiles on the Northeast corner of the building over the 

hospitality room. 
12. In December, two thermostats were tested and verified as failing to communicate with the HVAC 

units.  Both thermostats were replaced and programed. 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee Projections for 2026. 

a. Repair of continuous light fixtures in the North interior entrance. 
b. Clearing of parking lot storm drainpipes. 
c. Replacement of light bulbs in the parking lot bollards. 
d. Repair of the underground pipe leak in the West lawn. 
e. Completion of parking lot crack filling and sealing process. 
f. Completion of rose garden species selection and planting. 

Best regards, 

Joey Soria, Building and Grounds Committee Chairperson 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
Hosting coffee hour is a great way to get to know many other people and for them to know you.  It is 
easy and fun to buddy up with someone to share the job!  Thank you to all who hosted coffee hours 
for 2025.  It is wonderful being able to gather together with friends.  If you are interested in hosting a 
coffee hour, please contact the office or see the signup sheet on the hospitality table.   
 

—Penny Wilson  
 

GREG WILSON MEN’S BBQ GROUP 
Our men’s social dinner group returned to a more normal schedule in 2025.  Our primary function is 
fellowship.  We have also supported other ministries at St. John’s financially and with manpower.   
We usually meet six times per year in the months of January, March, May, July, September and  
November at 5:00 pm at the church.  The BBQ dates are sometimes altered due to our facility use 
schedule.   Our usual attendance has grown to about 15-20 men.  We ask for a $5.00 per person 
donation towards the cost of the main course, which is supplemented by side dishes provided by 
attendees.  
 

In March of 2025 we hosted the women of St. John’s in thanks for all their efforts supporting St. 
John’s.  Watch the monthly newsletters and weekly bulletins for our schedule.  If you plan on 
attending, please get your name on the sign-up sheet on the Ministry Table.  You can contact Dick  
Williams or John Ledbetter with your questions!  
 

—Dick Williams 
 

O U T R E A C H  

CREATION CARE 
2025, in spite of policy setbacks at the national level to reduce carbon emissions, was one of hope as 
local groups and individuals made investments, both financial and personal, that helped to mitigate 
the effects of global warming. St. John’s was a part of these efforts, with many lending helping hands 
and encouraging words to the year’s projects. Hennie Van Konynenburg and Deacon Tom provided 
inspiring leadership, beginning in 2020, for much of the ongoing work of Creation Care at our parish. 
We can’t thank them enough. 

 

Our activities in 2025 included the following: 

 

Creation Prayer Walk, In September a unique outdoor service was held. Those attending were invited 
to walk, pray and ponder the mystery of Creation in a manner similar to Via Crucis (Way of the 
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Cross). Each station remains available for individual contemplations via a QR code, providing a link 
to prayers written for each well-marked location. 

 

Produce Bag Sewing Project, Using donations of unwanted linens, the St. John’s Sewing Circle made 
reusable produce bags that were distributed for free at the downtown farmers markets on Thursdays. 
Approximately 150 bags were made, each with an information card about service times at St. John’s. 
This up-cycle project, was an effort to reuse fabrics that may have otherwise ended up in our 
landfills. 

 

Lodi Energy Center tour,  In March a group from the parish were provided with an excellent tour of 
the LEC that included a presentation of dynamic plant engineering. Of most interest to Creation Care 
members was the information on the ongoing plans for hydrogen-powered electricity.  

 

Native plant garden,  In September grass was removed west of our entrance. A bevvy of plants native 
to California were planted in November just in time for winter rains to support the growth of these 
drought-tolerant additions to our evolving landscape at St. John’s. 

 

Earth Sunday seed and plant exchange,  Seeds, shared starts from our own gardens, succulents and 
plants needing a new home filled two tables after a coffee hour in April. Lively discussions about 
gardening ensued as many went home with a new green friend.  

 

Lenten study, The book, Contemplative Gardening by Rev. Pamela Dolan was enjoyed chapter by 
chapter over the Wednesdays of Lent. Different members of Creation Care led discussions that lifted 
up the blessings of our good Earth among all. On April 9, the Rev. Pamela, author and friend of Rev. 
Betsy, led the discussion giving renewed energy and hope needed to care for God’s creation.  
Plastic collection, our parish continues to support the Bags to Benches project, bringing clean stretchy 
plastics to the bin provided near the rear entrance. The bags are collected by the Lions’ Club before 
being mailed off the Narthex, a company that turns them into durable park benches. An example of a 
bench can be found at the north entrance of the Hutchins Street Square auditorium.  

 

Coffee Hour, many thanks to those who continue to improve greener trash collection after coffee 
hour and events. A balance of compostables and ceramic dish use is an ongoing achievement.  

 

Barbara Krengel and Charlene Martin are co-chairs of the Creation Care Team. With the retirement of 
Deacon Teri from service at the diocesan level, Charlene will co-chair the diocesan Creation Care 
Commission with Canon Anna. 
 
 

BEYOND BIAS TEAM 
Our baptismal vows call us to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves, 
and to strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being. 
That’s where St. John’s Beyond Bias Team (BBT) comes in. We plan and carry out programs to build 
bridges of trust and understanding across racial, ethnic, gender, economic and other backgrounds 
that often divide us. 
 

In the first half of 2025, we held a workshop for St. John’s members to increase understanding of 
LGBTQ+ persons and concerns, as well as exhibiting at the annual Lodi Pride event to let the 
community know that (no matter what they may have heard from other churches), God 
loves everyone. 
 

When Deacon Tom Hampson retired in May, we realized just how many ideas and how much energy 
behind the Beyond Bias Team’s activities had come from him! With his retirement, we also lost the 
enthusiastic support of his wife, Hennie Van Konynenberg, who had also been a BBT member. 
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Charlene Martin also left the team, and Brad Huffman (who although not a member of BBT was a 
primary coordinator of our Pride participation) moved out of state mid-year. That left BBT with only 
two members, co-chairs Carol Bower Foote and Andee Zetterbaum. 
 

For 2026, we are looking forward to reconstituting and reinvigorating the Beyond Bias Team. We 
have possible ideas (Maybe exploring the history and legacy of the Japanese internment camps in the 
U.S.? Studying the myths and truths of immigration in this country? Holding workshops on 
communicating across differences? Revisiting and expanding some of our earlier programs?) – but 
we want to hear from you.   
 

What would you like St. John’s to be doing to build a world where all our children and grandchildren 
– all people around us, of every background - are safe, cherished, loved, nurtured and supported into 
becoming God’s beloved community? 

 

— Andee Zetterbaum, BBT Co-Chair 
 

THE SALVATION ARMY – LODI CORPS 
Our faithful outreach work has touched more lives than you may ever realize. Thank you for 
showing up with compassion, humility, and a heart that reflects Christ’s love so clearly. Because of 
your dedication, people in our community feel seen, supported, and valued. We are deeply grateful 
for the time, energy, and care you pour into this ministry. May you be encouraged knowing that your 
service is making a real and lasting difference. 
 

Volunteers Serving Dinner at Hope Harbor Shelter: Over 315 hours and 2,880 meals served by 30 
rotating volunteers, who in turn loved their interaction with members of our community and 
appreciated fellowship and time spent together. 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Fundraiser: In March St. John’s donated $500, hosting a table of eight Hope 
Harbor volunteers in recognition of their service. A wonderful meal of corned beef and cabbage was 
prepared and served by members of the SA’s Culinary Program. 
 

Summer School Supply and Backpack Collection: As a church community, we donated over 600 
pencils, highlighters, and rulers and $300 towards the purchase of backpacks for registered K-12 
students in Lodi and surrounding communities. Overall, 57 families and 119 students were served by 
this Salvation Army program. 
 

Holiday Angel Tree Program: St. John’s members fulfilled the dreams of 10 children this holiday 
season by donating desired clothing and toys on their Christmas “wish lists”. St. John’s provided 
additional support by assisting the SA team to sort and organize gifts at their distribution center in 
Lodi. 
 

Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign: St. John’s increased their participation in this year’s  (silver) bell 
ringing in front of Walmart, Hobby Lobby, and Raley’s. Thank you to all those who bundled up and 
cheerfully rang for 2 hours for one or more sessions! 

 

Perishable Food Collection: Throughout the year, perishable foods were generously donated and 
shared with the Salvation Army’s Food Distribution Center. Much appreciated!  
 

With gratitude and immense thanks,  
 

— Beth Elwood 
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LODI’S ACCESS CENTER 
Throughout the year, parishioners donated toilet paper, socks, blankets, and more to the shelter. 
Additionally, St. John’s donated $1,000 from our Fireworks Booth fundraiser.  

 

Continued heartfelt thanks, 
 

— Beth Elwood 
 

ONE COMMUNITY, UN CORAZON 
St. John’s again hosted “One Community, Un Corazon” (formerly “Families Helping Families”) 
Christmas gift event in 2025. They served 23 families this year (the highest number to date). The 
event itself ran, I think, more smoothly than any previous year – kudos to event organizers Mickey 
Ditmore and Bianca Dueñas! 
  

I had a chance to talk with Mickey and Bianca about the need for us to get the details of the family St. 
John’s is adopting before Thanksgiving, if possible, so we can publicize this to our members at the 
same time as the Salvation Army Angel Tree, and so members can take advantage of the post-
Thanksgiving sales to buy the gifts for the children. They agreed completely (had some unexpected 
and unavoidable delays in getting the family wish lists together this year) and will aim for that 
deadline in future years. 
  

Representing St. John’s during the event: 
                Andee Zetterbaum 
                Phyllis Duarte 
                Jim Elwood 
                Christina and Joey Soria 
  

Thanks to everyone who bought gifts and helped with the event itself! 
  

Andee Zetterbaum 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rector: 
The Rev. Betsy McElroy 

 

Deacon: 
The Rev. Deacon Tom Hampson 2025 
The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal 2026 

 

Parish Administrator: 
Penny Wilson 

 

Choir Director:  
Steven Weikle 

 

Pianist/Organist: 
Michael Tompkins 

 

Nursery Caregiver:  
None at this time. 

 

Sexton:  
Camerina Ibarra 

 

Bookkeeper: 
Gina Tadman 

 
 

 

2025 Vestry Members 
Fran Bott, Senior Warden 

Eric Goossens, Junior Warden 
Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary 

Stacey Bagnasco 
Beth Elwood 
Bob Gorczyca 
Katie Howard 

Charlene Martin 
Margaret Meyers 

Christina Soria 
 

 
 

The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector 
Worship: Sundays at 9:30 am 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday 
1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242 

209.369.3381 (voice)   
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org 


