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The Fifteen Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 18
September 10, 2023  9:30 am


Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m.
Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday
1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org † 209.369.3381 (voice)

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A


Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.  

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a kaleidoscope of different life styles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However we seek to become more fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey. 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by:
 
Beth Elwood in celebration of her husband, Jim on his birthday, September 13
 
If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.

Those Who Serve Today
Celebrant/Preacher:  The Rev. Linda Huggard (B)
Deacon:  The Rev. Deacon Tom Hampson (B)
Choir Director:  Steven Weikle
Pianist/Organist:   Kristy Wells
MC (Minister of Ceremonies):  Beth Elwood (C)
Lectors:  Charlene & Dave Shoemaker
Camera Acolyte:   Fran Bott (GF)
Crucifer:   Margaret Meyers (C)
Ushers:  Debby Weberski & Paula James
Sound:  Dick Williams
Altar Guild:  Dee Mayfield & Aleathea Langone
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements):  Margaret Meyers & Debby Weberski
Designer Guild: Kathy Girard & Barbara Warburton
Nursery Care:  None until further notice
Sunday School:  Peggy Moos
Coffee Hour:   Welcome Back Potluck

2023 Vestry Members
Margaret Meyers, Senior Warden
Kelly Olds, Junior Warden
Fran Bott, Clerk
Stacey Bagnasco
Beth Elwood 
Paula James
Jim Kuykendall
Charlene Martin
Debby Weberski
Janie Williams
Andee Zetterbaum

The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude	       Lord, Speak to Me	Lani Smith   	     	   	 	 
(Public Domain. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.)	   Christ is made the sure foundation       	Hymnal 518 	

Celebrant:	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 	BCP 355
People:		And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
	
Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues)
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Gloria	Canticle 20	Hymnal S278

The Collect of the Day  	

Celebrant:	The Lord be with you.
People:		And also with you.
Celebrant:	Let us pray.
[bookmark: _Hlk134435519]Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk141698222]A Reading from the First Book of Ezekiel 33:7-11	 Charlene Martin 	 
All are seated.

[bookmark: _Hlk130209000]You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Reader:	The Word of the Lord. 
People:	Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:33-40	Charlene Martin 

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.
36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.

A Reading from the Book of Romans 13:8-14	Dave Shoemaker
 	
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader:	The Word of the Lord. 
[bookmark: _Hlk130208052]People:	Thanks be to God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141698880]Sequence Hymn  	Alleluia 3	Kristopher E. Lindquist
(Before and after the Gospel Reading)
[image: ] 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew 18:15-20	   

Deacon:	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People:	Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

Deacon:	The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Sermon	The Rev. Linda Huggard
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Nicene Creed  All stand as able. 	 BCP p. 358
1

2

We believe in one God, 
	the Father, the Almighty,
	maker of heaven and earth, 
	of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,	
	the only Son of God,
	eternally begotten of the Father, 
	God from God, Light from Light,
	true God from true God, 
	begotten, not made, 
	of one Being with the Father.
	Through him all things were made.
	For us and for our salvation 	
	he came down from heaven:
	by the power of the Holy Spirit
	he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
		and was made man.
	For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
		he suffered death and was buried.
		On the third day he rose again 
		in accordance with the Scriptures;
		he ascended into heaven	
		and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
		With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
		He has spoken through the Prophets.
		We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
		We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
		We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People  Form IV          Beth Elwood	BCP p. 388

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk127784893]Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



Confession of Sin								      

Priest:	Let us confess our sins against God and God’s Creation.

All together
Holy and merciful God,
we confess that we have failed to honor you
by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures. 
We have walked heavily on your earth,
overused and wasted its resources,
taken for granted its beauty and abundance,
and treated its inhabitants unjustly,
holding future generations hostage to our greed.
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as
you desire and intend,
with grateful and compassionate hearts,
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
	
The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

The Peace (Please greet those in your pew and in front of and behind you.)
Celebrant:	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:		And also with you.

Announcements  

Birthdays and Anniversary Blessings

Offertory Sentence



The Liturgy of the Table

Offertory Anthem	 How can I keep from singing?	Robert Lowry
			Arr. Michael Bunkhardt

The Doxology	         Praise to God  (vs. 3 only)	Hymnal 380

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer C (Standing)	BCP p. 369

Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you.

Celebrant	Lift up your hearts. 
People	We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People			It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:	

(Celebrant and People)
Sanctus	Holy, holy, holy Lord	Hymnal S-129

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues							
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.” After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the Breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer	(traditional)	BCP p. 364

Celebrant:	And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 		hallowed be thy Name, 
		thy kingdom come,
		thy  will be done, 
 		on earth as it is in heaven. 
 	Give us this day our daily bread.
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 	And forgive us our trespasses, 
 	   as we forgive those 
 	   who trespass against us.   
 	And lead us not into temptation, 
 	   but deliver us from evil. 
 	For thine is the kingdom, 
 	   and the power, and the glory, 
 	   for ever and ever.  Amen.	

The Breaking of the Bread							BCP p. 364

Celebrant:	Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:		Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant:	The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Instructions  

Communion Music	   God is love, and where true love is	 Hymnal 576 
(All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together
In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

Post communion Prayer  (kneeling)	BCP p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn	  Go forth for God; go to the world in peace	Hymnal 347

The Dismissal	
Presider:    Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:      Thanks be to God.

Postlude		 I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing	Anthony Giamanco	 
(Public Domain. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)		
[image: cid:1809cbe1ba74cd34f0f1]You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:       

Upcoming Calendar

Sunday, September 10 – Welcome Back!
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
10:45 am, Welcome Back Potluck, Narthex
12:00 Noon, Creation Care Workshop on Native Plants, Hospitality Room
2:00 pm, Project Resource, Hospitality room

Tuesday, September 12
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor
6:00 pm,  Regular Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room

Wednesday, September 13
10:45 am, People of Faith Bible Study, Hospitality room
12:00 noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historical Chapel
6:00 pm, Choir Practice, Church

Saturday, September 16
10:00 am, Chester George’s Celebration of Life, Church - Reception Following

Greg Wilson Men’s BBQ – Sunday, September 24 - Men of St. John’s!  Mark your calendars for 5:00 pm on Sunday, 9/24 for our next Men’s BBQ.  Please sign up at the ministry table or ask John Ledbetter or Dick Williams if you have questions.  See you there!
   
Good Grief Sunday, September 17!  Join us in the Historical Chapel following church and coffee hour. All are Welcome 

Noonday Prayer Every Wednesday - Deacon Tom or Charlene Martin will be leading Wednesday noonday prayer service in the Chapel (at Noon) every Wednesday.  All are welcome.  The service takes about 20 minutes.

Serve God at St. John’s  - We have room for YOU to join a Sunday service Team: Acolytes (Crucifer and Camera Acolyte), Sunday School Teachers, Ushers, Counters, Bread Bakers and Altar Guild members Needed!  We supply the recipe. Coffee Hour Hosts, Choir Members, Helping Hands Ministry… Please contact Penny in the office to sign up! 
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