June 2022

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

Congratulations Graduates!
Worship
Holy Eucharist
Every Sunday
9:30 am

We are delighted to honor our high school seniors on June 5.
As per the custom of this parish, Andrew Kafton will be presented with
a bible. Other graduates related to members of this
congregation include:


Special Events
Graduation
Sunday
Sunday, June 5
9:30 am
Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, June 14
6:00 pm











Soul Kitchen
Friday, June 24
5:30 pm







Amber Balsom, Memorial University, The George Family
Priscilla Briseno, Linden High School, Sarah Kate & Daniel Kafton
Jane Burke, Berkley College of Music, Langone & Guirao Families
Wyatt Cannon, University of the Pacific, St. John’s Family
Sam Garrett, SF High School SOTA School of the Arts, Langone &
Guirao Families
Brandon George, University of California-Davis, The George Family
Nathaniel George, St. Patrick’s Academy Jr. High, The George Family
Andrew Kafton, Linden High School, Sarah Kate & Daniel Kafton
Rio Lauer, Monterey High School, Langone & Guirao Families
Paton Luiz, Sacramento State University, Girard & Luiz Family
Auston Moos, Scappoose High School-Oregon, Peggy Moos
Madison Osborn, Arizona State University, Girard & Osborn Family
Sara Lee Sager, University of San Francisco, Elaine Sager
Hannah Wilson, San Joaquin Delta College, Penny & Greg Wilson

Rector Reflections
Rector Reflection
By Fr. Peter
Last month I publicly shared that my favorite book in the Bible is The Acts of the
Apostles. Now I am prepared to share with you which is my favorite non Christmas/Easter service. It is Pentecost which we celebrate this year on June 5th.
Pentecost commemorates the event when the promised-by-Jesus Holy Spirit first
descended upon believers, as presented in Acts. Once infused by the Spirit we see
the church (remember “church” is the gathered people, not buildings) in action.
What we see beginning at Pentecost is that the church is never in stasis. It adapts,
and as it adapts it grows and thrives.
Years ago I began my first rectorship. I wish I knew then what I do now. I replaced a priest who during my first year became one of our bishops. I did not learn
until coming to Lodi, in a conversation with a Lutheran pastor about why the congregational system became so cemented in their ways. My pastor pal had been a
specialist in his denomination over this very scenario. As he informed me,
“something happens to a congregation when their pastor/priest becomes a bishop.
Subconsciously the people move into factory thinking. ‘If this system produced a
bishop, we had better keep on exactly as we have so that more bishops will arise
from our parish.’”
In one scenario at that former parish a staff member kept me from offering the
needed adjustment. I had to wait for her to leave her position, before I could do
what I was called there for. The result? In a short time we went from having four
children in services to double digits with a record number of young families joining
the parish.
The church grows and thrives when we remember that the church is a living entity and not a museum. Churches as Museums often close, while churches who follow The Holy Spirit grow and thrive. This reason is why I choose to be an ordained
spiritual leader in the latter!
One previous alteration made at St. John’s is not yet ready to return. During the
pandemic we began a practice of eliminating one of the two readings for a particular
Sunday (either the Old Testament or the New Testament-Epistle/letter). This move
helped us to not burden one lector with a lot of public reading. The alteration was
kept as we moved back into public worship as we waited to get our in person numbers up.
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Rector Reflections
As of now we still do not have enough people willing or able to lector, which is
the reason we continue to eliminate one reading My hope is during the month of
June with Pentecost and Trinity Sundays and our foray into this year’s liturgical Ordinary Time readings we will sense The Spirit in our midst as a parish, and in our
hearts as individuals, and respond. The Spirit never leaves and is always calling and
directing us to be, give, and serve authentically. My hope is that The Spirit (often referred to as “she,” because of her similarity to the Old Testament “wisdom” who is
presented as female) might be nudging you at this time in our history, to participate
in the church. If so, let a vestry person know or phone Penny in the Church Office.
As we continue to gather and grow into our new normal, I invite you over the
summer to read The Acts of the Apostles and see how from the very beginning of
our existence the church, at her best, learned about adaptation, consensus, and carrying out Jesus’ commission to make disciples of everyone.
Remember as you worship, read and feel the Spirit, that St. John’s is not a club, or
a museum. We are a living church and I invite you to allow The Spirit to settle in at
Pentecost so that together we can joyfully lean into the glorious adventure ahead for
us as God’s parish in Lodi!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Peter
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May Calendar
Saturday, June 4
Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up at Church
Sunday, June 5—Graduation Sunday
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am , Holy Eucharist, Church
Monday, June 6
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Saturday, June 11—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up at Church
9:00 am, Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Sunday, June 12
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, June 14
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
6:00 pm, Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room
Thursday, June 16
4:00 pm, Beyond Bias Team Meeting
Saturday, June 18
Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up at Church
Sunday, June 19
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Thursday, June 23
6:00 pm, Creation Care & Beyond Bias Combined Meeting
Friday, June 24
5:00 pm, Soul Kitchen Dinner, Church Narthex & Kitchen
Saturday, June 25
Altar & Designers Guild Set Up
Sunday, June 26
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, June 28
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
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Opportunities to Serve
Soul Kitchen Dinner—Friday, June 24 at 5:00 pm
It’s so good to be back! Our monthly "Soul Kitchen" dinner takes
place the last Friday of each month. This FREE dinner is served from 5:00-7:00 pm.
We have regulars from our local community that attend the last Friday of each month.
This is a great way to reach out to our community and help others. Please join us. If
you have any questions, contact Kathy Girard or Karen Kuykendall.

Hospitality Team Looking for Members
If you are interested in helping in events like: Soul Kitchen, Lenten Soup Suppers,
Pancake Supper & Special Events and Fundraisers! Your help would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Kathy Girard at 209-598-4124

Coffee Hour Host
With the return of our coffee hour, help would be greatly appreciated. If you are
interested in helping with this easy and rewarding activity, please reach out to
Kathy Girard or the Church office. A sign up is available each Sunday on the
reception table. Thank you!

Buildings & Grounds Committee
The Building and Grounds Committee will meet the SECOND SATURDAY
OF EACH MONTH at 9:00 a.m.. The first monthly meeting will be on June
11th. A reminder will be emailed to those who signed up along with a list of
work projects for the day. If you would like to join us, please use the sign-up sheet
on the ministry table in the back of the church. If you are interested in knowing more
about what we do, feel free to just show up at a meeting.

Salvation Army Dinner Service
St. John's serves dinner the first Monday, second Tuesday and Saturday and
fourth Tuesday each month. Serving dinner is an hour commitment arriving
at 4:15 pm and is filled with lots of gratitude and smiles by those who come to be
nourished. Volunteers must wear closed toe shoes when serving meals. All volunteers
who serve dinner at the Salvation Army's Hope Harbor must wear masks. Volunteers
are responsible for supplying their own masks. If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Kelly and/or Karen Olds.
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Classes, Clubs and Meetings
Beyond Bias News
Lodi Pride Day 2022, Saturday, June 4 - You’re invited!
With the endorsement of the Vestry at their April 12 meeting, St. John’s will once
again be a cosponsor of this year’s Lodi Pride Day sponsored by A New Lodi to be
held on Saturday, June 4, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at Highwater Brewing, 927
Industrial Way in Lodi.
St. John’s will have a display table at the event and needs volunteers to help staff the table
throughout the day. Please be in contact with Deacon Tom, if you can give an hour or so to
help staff the table (please indicate hour(s) you could serve). It’s fun!
Pride Day is a family-friendly event with kids activities, good food, and great music. Pride Day provides a unique opportunity to reach out with love to a community
that all too often encounters rejection and judgment from the church community. Join

Beyond Bias and Creation Care Teams
June 23 Film Event - Cooked: Survival by Zip Code
Sponsored by St. John's Beyond Bias and Creation Care Teams
Climate justice - what does that mean exactly? This Peabody Award-winning
film connects-the-dots by taking audiences from the deadly 1995 Chicago heat
wave -- in which 739 mostly black, elderly, and poor Chicagoans died during the
course of one week -- deep into one of our nation’s biggest growth industries:
disaster preparedness. Along the way, the filmmaker uncovers links between extreme weather, extreme economic disparity, and extreme racism, daring to ask:
what if a zip code were just a routing number and not a life-or-death sentence? Come and learn more about this timely issue.
The film begins at 7:00 PM on Thursday, June 23 at the church. Refreshments and
discussion following the film. Join us!

The Casual Return of Choir
Casual choir meets Sunday mornings at 8:45a for a 9:00am rehearsal.
We will prepare our hymnals and sing through the hymns for that day
Sunday. Thank you, Steven Weikle.
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Sunday Worship & Giving
Sunday Eucharist at 9:30 am
Each Sunday at 9:30 am – Join us in person or watch us on our Facebook Page at 9:30
a.m. (Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi California Facebook Page).
Sometime after the service we will make sure that the recording is put onto YouTube
for those who wish to watch it there later. (Facebook Link: (www.facebook.com/
stjojnslodi). Remember, we have Sunday School available for the young ones.

Donations and Giving Through St. John’s
God takes our treasure and puts it to good. Financial support of your parish is an important component to membership in the Episcopal Church. Whether as an ongoing
pledge or a donation in a moment of thanksgiving, you may donate via the GIVELIFY
app (an online link is available on our website: www.stjohnsoflodi.org on the right
side of the page. Put in Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the
amount of your gift and what is for, i.e. pledge, Easter Gift, rector/deacon
discretionary, other, etc.).

We are grateful for these donors whose gifts adorn our worship
June 5

Beth & Jim Elwood in memory of her father, Darwin Lindsley, for his birthday June 3
and in celebration of Beth’s sister, Sara Ferry’s birthday June 8.

June 12 Vinita Shinn in loving memory of her parents, Eula & John Coulter, for their wedding

anniversary June 17.
June 19 Happy Father’s Day and In Thanksgiving for World Refugee Sunday.
June 26 Jan & Amanda, in loving memory of Gina Cariati for her birthday June 30.
If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving, please call the parish office at 369-3381.

June 19 Harry Hakala
June 21 Edyth Ledbetter
June 22 Colleen Walton
June 23 Steve Augusto
Beth Elwood
Sara Olds
Steven Weikle

June 14
June 16
June 20
June 21
June 29
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Teresa & Steve Culbertson
Casey & Brandon Stevens
Lila & Don Smith
Sylvia & Steve Augusto
Charlene & Dr. Edmond Freund
Hennie VanKonynenburg &
The Rev. Dcn. Tom Hampson

Immigration Month is Here!
SJRAISE, the Diocesan Immigration Commission, will again be sponsoring
Immigration Month this spring focused on immigrant and refugee voices in our midst. On
four successive Wednesdays (6:30 - 8:00 PM) members of some of the diverse immigrant
communities in our midst will be sharing their experience of being immigrants in the San
Joaquin Valley.
June 1: DACA Voices

June 8: Asian Voices
June 15: Voices of African descent

All sessions will be be from 6:30 to 8:00 PM via Zoom. We hope you will join us During the
exciting opportunity to learn about the rich tapestry that is our central valley! To receive the
Zoom link for these sessions please register on the diocesan
website: diosanjoaquin.org/immigrationmonth
SJRAISE has also produced a resource for daily reflection on the struggles of immigrants and
refugees. You can download it here. Finally, at the conclusion of the month’s activities we
will be inviting people to contribute to the work of SJRAISE and our partners: Faith in the
Valley, Episcopal Migration Ministries, and Episcopal Relief and Development. Funds gathered will be divided equally between them. Thanks in advance for your generous support.

The Diocesan Shop is Open
If you want to purchase a t-shirt, reusable coffee mug, or a signed copy of the recently selfpublished book signed by our Bishop and Canon, you may find those and other items at the
new EDSJ diocesan online store: www.diosanjoaquin.org/shop
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