August 2022

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

Worship
Holy Eucharist
Every Sunday
9:30 am

Special Events
Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, August 9
6:00 pm

St. John's
Invites you to a monthly

Soul Kitchen Dinner

Friday, August 26
at 5:00 pm
(Last Friday of Every Month)

Soul Kitchen
Friday, August 26
5:00 pm

Mission: Joy and
Ice Cream Sunday
Sunday, August 28
2:00 pm

Please join us for a good, simple
free dinner served 5:00 pm—7:00 pm
Invite your friends and neighbors.
See you there!

Rector Reflections
As I wrote back in July, my plan was to read a specific book this summer. I
chose James Michener’s Chesapeake and all its 1000 pages. The good news is by
reading it both on a device and through Audible, I moved through it pretty quickly
particularly during the service (funeral and wedding) related travel on my schedule.
One quote from the book got my attention, in a section where there is a group
on a large sailboat known locally in that area of Maryland as a “skipjack.” While
navigating the Chesapeake there are also three grand steamboats in the water. The
ships are filled with cargo and people, and one can imagine the entertaining and
frivolity taking place. Then the author writes “The classic ship that night was not the
gaudy steamer but the quiet little skipjack, the boat conceived on the Chesapeake, tailored to its
demands and adapted in every part to its conditions. It would endure long after everyone on
the bay that night had gone to rust, for it was generic, born of the salt flats and heavy
dredging, while the brightly colored steamers were commercial innovations useful for the
moment, but bearing little relation to the timeless bay.” (p. 815)
Perhaps because I read that paragraph early on a Sunday morning, my first
thought, which I soon shared on social media, was “that is the church!” Healthy
churches are “organic” to their area and circumstances. Healthy churches “adjust” to
the needs. That which fades, like a steamship, had its moment in time, pretending it
was something grand for the ages, when really it is relevance to the here and now that
keeps a ship, or church alive, and healthy.
At St. John’s, we have our work cut out for us. This year, has been challenging,
as some of the leadership and I feel caught between two figurative waves, crashing at
us from either side. The first is the wave of reality, the fact that we are not yet back to
where we were pre-pandemic. We do not yet have enough people for a “proper
choir,” nor enough lectors to do all of the readings on a Sunday morning, nor enough
people willing to run the camera for those who watch (and check us out) from home.
That is frustrating, and yet we adapted. With the removal of one reading on Sunday,
with a more “casual” choir, our services have been wonderful, Spirit-filled events!
Meanwhile the Vestry is working behind the scenes to get us engaged together as a
parish, and help bring us back to a new normal. It is relational work, and like the
skipjack of Chesapeake it means adapting, and they are doing a fine job.
Yet the other wave is coming from beloved members of the community who
want us back to a normal, not so easily sustained right now. I love the ideas; a musical
program for all of Lodi in the early holiday season, ongoing support for Harmony
Homes, the new housing for people getting back into community living following a
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Rector Reflections
program of their getting clean and or sober. Even I was part of that wave, leaning on
starting a fundraising program so that we can raise the multi thousands of dollars to
finally put in place a modern sound system that will address the complaints that we
hear every Sunday; feedback that stops members from coming to church, and
newcomers from remaining.
Though the Vestry will consider all of these ideas at our August Meeting, and
we may be able to engage in some or all of these, I want us all as a parish to move
carefully. We can pretend to be the steamship we are not, or we can live authentically as the skipjack. For me, I know that parish health and vitality comes from the
latter. The fact that not everyone is yet back post-covid, that we have only one full
time staff member (me), none of our current sound board members are easily available for anything but Sunday morning events, and more, leads me to suggest again
that we defer to living authentically as who we actually are, and not pretend to be as
grand as our property size suggests. For too long we offered the steamship experience, and after the pandemic, it is increasingly clear that we must live as who we actually are.
We are in a time of our history that calls us for adjustment, and to live to the
needs of the area, and the abilities of a church with one full time priest-employee,
and one less than half-time administrator. As they have done with the upcoming Ice
Cream Social and Movie Afternoon, the Vestry invites your participation and
Support in all that we do. Together we will continue to grow into our identity as
God’s authentic Church and may the Holy Spirit be the wind in our sails as we do!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Peter+
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From Your Vestry
You’re Invited to Join In and Join Us!
As summer winds down and the school year resumes, what an opportune time to
reconnect with your St. John’s parish family, and a wonderful time to engage in
fellowship with each other and our wider community. On Sunday, August 28th St.
John’s will be hosting a gathering called “Mission: Joy and Ice Cream Sunday”
(Sundae, double entendre intended). Sharing in that joy, this event is open to all.
Mission: JOY is the moving and laugh-out-loud funny documentary film about the
Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s friendship and their secrets of finding
joy in troubled times. A look at the friendship between his Holiness the Dalai Lama
and the late Archbishop Tutu, the film goes behind the scenes at the Dalai Lama’s
residence, where Archbishop Tutu and the Dalai Lama recount stories from their
lives. The film was inspired by the New York Times best-seller, The Book of Joy:
Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, the film showcases the exchange between
two Nobel Peace Prize winners the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
The film will be shown here at St. John’s, from 2pm – 4pm, Sunday August 28th,
inviting both St. John’s parishioners and our wider community to enjoy an incredible
film about finding joy in ourselves and in our world, combined with an ice cream
social to follow. A shared viewing of a very moving film followed by fellowship and
a good old fashioned ice cream sundae!
So join in and join us! Your vestry is inviting YOU to get involved in hosting this
“Joy” event with us. There are many ways … helping us promote our event around
town and with other churches, being a greeter at the door, calling parishioners who
may want to come but need a ride, or perhaps scooping ice cream! If you are
interested in helping, there is a sign-up sheet on the
ministry table.
Mark your calendar for Sunday, August 28th and
plan on sharing in the JOY. Participate or simply join us!
Blessings to all, your vestry Beth, Kelly, Paula, Janie, Corky, Debby and Aleathea
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August Calendar
Monday, August 1
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Saturday, August 6—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
Sunday, August 7
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, August 9
6:00 pm, Vestry Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Saturday, August 13—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
9:00 am, Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Sunday, August 14
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Thursday, August 18
4:00 pm, Beyond Bias Team Meeting
Saturday, August 20—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
Sunday, August 21
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, August 23
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Friday, August 26
5:00 pm, Soul Kitchen Dinner, Church Narthex & Kitchen
Saturday, August 27—Altar & Designers Guild Set Up
Sunday, August 28
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
2:00 pm, Mission: Joy and Ice Cream Sunday
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Parish Life
Soul Kitchen Dinner—Friday, August 26 at 5:00 pm

Our monthly "Soul Kitchen" dinner takes place the last Friday of each month. This
FREE dinner is served from 5:00-7:00 pm. We have regulars from our local
community that attend the last Friday of each month. This is a great way to reach out
to our community and help others. Please join us. If you have any questions, contact
Kathy Girard or Karen Kuykendall.

Buildings & Grounds Committee
The Building and Grounds Committee will meet the
SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH—August 9 at 9:00 a.m.
A reminder will be emailed to those who signed up along with a list of work projects
for the day. If you would like to join us, please use the sign-up sheet on the ministry
table in the back of the church or feel free to just show up at a meeting.

Salvation Army Dinner Service
St. John's serves dinner the first Monday, second Tuesday and Saturday
and fourth Tuesday each month. Serving dinner is an hour commitment
arriving at 4:15 pm and is filled with lots of gratitude and smiles by those who come
to be nourished. Volunteers must wear closed toe shoes when serving meals. All
volunteers who serve dinner at the Salvation Army's Hope Harbor must wear
masks. Volunteers are responsible for supplying their own masks. If you are
interested in volunteering, contact Kelly and/or Karen Olds.
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Parish Life
Mission: Joy and Ice Cream Sunday
Sunday, August 28
2pm—4 pm
Mission: Joy and Ice Cream Sunday (pun intended) event! On Sunday, August 28th,
2pm - 4pm our Vestry is hosting an afternoon event with ice cream! We will watch
the delightful film Mission Joy, featuring the relationship between the Dali Lama and
Bishop Desmond Tutu. Come one, come all for this relaxed, fun and joyful parish
Sunday/Sundae gathering!

Did you know?
Creation care Committee
Caring for God’s creation, this beautiful world God created for us to live on, is a huge
many faceted challenge. This month we are concentrating on reducing plastic
pollution. No one person can do it all but each of us can do something and it all
helps!!
Did you know? The November 2020 ECSJ Diocesan Convention approved a
Resolution that directs the Diocese and Diocesan Institutions to “purchase and use
alternatives to non biodegradable plastic bags, utensils, containers and packaging
whenever available and appropriate.” Due to Covid19 challenges, St. John’s has been
slow to implement this practice, especially during Coffee Hour. In the future we ask
that Coffee Hour Hosts think of ways to use non plastics as much as possible.
Did you know? “On June 30, 2022 California took decisive action to fight plastic
pollution, signing into law SB 54, the nations most comprehensive and ambitious
policy to address pollution from single use plastic packaging and food ware.” (The
Nature Conservancy.) See their website, nature.org, for more detailed information.
Similar laws are working well in Maine, and Ireland.
Did you know? On July 12, 2022 Mattel Toy Company introduced the Jane Goodall
Barbie Doll, complete with binoculars, note book, and David Greybeard (her first
Chimp friend)? See cnn.com for more information or U tube for a fun video of Jane
and “Barbie Jane”. And…Drum Roll…it is made from recycled plastic!
Celebrate Success! Elaine Sager
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August Adornments and Celebrations
We are grateful for these donors whose gifts
adorn our worship in August
August 7

Tom Ramonda and family in loving memory of his wife, Caroline.

August 14

Jan Cariati and Amanda in loving memory of Joe Cariati

August 21

Diane & Peter Burkett in loving memory of her parents.
Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her husband, Don for his
birthday, August 23.

August 28

Kathy Girard in loving memory of her mother, Hilda Roa for her
birthday, August 28.
Linda Harkins in loving memory of her husband, Jack on the
anniversary of their wedding, August 28.
Bob Mustain in loving memory and celebration for Mary and their
wedding anniversary on August 28
If you would like to dedicate flowers, call the parish office at 369-3381.

3:
4:
6:
11:
17:
21:
22:
24:
27:
28:
30:
31:

Alex Freund
Dan Kafton
Steve Manildi
Steve Culbertson
Sheila Filomeo
Penny Wilson
Marie Ackerman
Kathy Girard
Donna Hoffman
Jan Cariati
Stacey Robles Bagnasco
Rose George
Patsy Lithco
Patricia Fehling
Marlys Williams
David Friston

1:
6:
11:
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Diana and David Martin
Stacey and Martin Bagnasco
Beth and Jim Elwood
Betty and David Friston
Nancy and Greg Hennefer

Coming in September
Men’s and Ladies BBQ
Sunday, September 18
5:00 pm

Once a year, the Men of St. John’s host the Ladies of St. John’s for a
BBQ Social. Ladies, please join us on Sunday, September 18 at 5:00pm
here at the church for a BBQ dinner and social time.

We Have Company Coming!
Sunday, September 25
9:30 am Service
On September 25 at our 9:30am service our new co- directors from our Episcopal
Conference Center (known as ECCO) in Oakhurst, will be joining us for worship.
Joanne Kovac-Roberts and Mike Roberts have just started and are visiting a different
Episcopal church in our diocese throughout the fall. Sometime during the service the
couple will share about the exciting and fun ways (personal getaways, small group
and parish retreats, vestry retreats, and more) that we can consider doing at ECCO.
Please be present to welcome the couple and help us host them as they visit St. John’s
Lodi!
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Reminders
Summer months can be very busy, please remember to keep your church offerings
coming, even when you are out of town. You can always mail your check or sign up
for EFT. You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org GIVELIFY on the right side of the page. Or scan this code:
Thank you.

***
We are always looking for people willing to host our coffee hours. Please check your
calendar to see when you might be available to help out. Grab a buddy and work together. It can be very simple. Please contact the office with any questions.
***
If you would like to submit an item for the newsletter, please turn it into the office
two weeks prior to the end of the month. Also, if you have an announcement for the
Sunday bulletin, the deadline is Tuesday afternoon. Thank you.
***
Help needed for the following areas:




Lectors
Acolytes (Crucifer and Camera Acolyte)
Ushers

Please contact Penny in the office to sign up! 209-369-3381.

