September 2022

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

Worship
Holy Eucharist
Every Sunday
9:30 am

MEN’S BARBEQUE
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Special Events
Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, September 13
6:00 pm

Homecoming Sunday
Sunday, September 11
9:30 am

Men’s & Ladies BBQ
Sunday, September 18
5:00 pm

Soul Kitchen
Friday, September 30
5:00 pm

WE INVITE THE WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S TO
JOIN THE MEN ON:

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
AT 5:00 PM
LET US DO THE COOKING.
RSVP BY:
SIGNING UP AT THE MINISTRY TABLE OR
CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 209-369-3381

Rector Reflections
The prophet Jeremiah writes about coming home together under God, “For
surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and
pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me
with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:11-13).
Homecoming is something many a parish commemorates each year on the
Sunday after Labor Day. Like the old school calendars it represents the beginning of a
new program year. In the church we gather again with regularity before Advent and
then we continue worshipping with regularity until many take a summer respite.
Time away is healthy, and yet too much of anything is not always good for us.
No doubt some remain away for their health, while others became used to having
Sunday “off.” Remember, the Kingdom revealed on earth takes many voices and
perspectives, and talents and together, with Jesus as the head, we are the Body of
Christ!
We are not just blue or just red or just conservative or just liberal or “just” anything. We are together a diverse group with a common focus to serve God through
the Spirit led consensus that comes through a denomination that, unlike so many others, invites us to live, serve, worship, and play together under the Episcopal Church
umbrella with a uniqueness that God knit into each of us.
Which part of your body would you easily do away with? For me, there is not
even one finger or toe that I would choose to go without. When one of us can, but
does not come together in the life of the parish, it is like removing a limb from Christ’s
Body. In a faith tradition who asks us to forgive and be forgiven, which also calls us
under God not to agree on everything, but to remain in relationship, Homecoming is
our opportunity to return together.
Thus, on Sunday September 11th, I invite all of us to return and gather as God’s
mighty church. And this year I propose we come home not merely from a summer
break, but to return to the spiritual home from which many separated because of the
Pandemic time, including frustrations and anxieties that were magnified by all that
occurred throughout society in the Covid period.
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Rector Reflections
We are now in a post pandemic rebuilding and our parish has not yet
settled into a new normal. Beginning on Homecoming Sunday we hearken into
some familiar practices. We hope to formalize the choir and even have them process
in and out of the service. Additionally, as recent worship attendees have noticed, we
have returned to full service bulletins. With more people returning, we have enough
lectors to allow us to do all of the Sunday readings again! The new normal is
leaning towards the preferred familiar, and our ability to find our way to this joyous
point is from our experimentation, feedback, and consensus among your clergy and
your fellow parishioners whom you elected to lead our congregation this year,
examine the Body of Christ for the parish.
Sunday September 11 is our Homecoming Sunday and all of you are
encouraged to attend. It is my hope we will continue our rich tradition of
participation. Whether you choose to serve on a committee, participate occasionally
in worship, or help to host fellowship, I encourage you to embrace the joy we feel
when we gather together in God’s presence and allow the Lord to lead us to use our
gifts of time and talent generously. A list of ministries is on the final page of this
newsletter.
Biblical prophets speak on God’s behalf. And as we head toward our
Homecoming Sunday, I pray you will consider the words of Jeremiah as he points
us to the place where together we will fully thrive, to worship, at church, at this
magnificent parish of St. John’s Lodi where all persons, from all walks of life are
welcome to join together under God and present ourselves fully as the mighty Body
of Christ in Lodi!
Your Sibling in Christ,

Fr. Peter
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From Your Vestry
The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Isaiah 58: 11
How appropriate that this was part of our Old Testament reading on August 21, 2022,
the day you also received Fr. Peter’s announcement about his departure from St.
John’s. Quite a decision for both Fr. Peter and his wife, Marie, and with much
conversation and prayer, a joint decision made that allowed them to mutually support
each other’s careers. The Lord will guide you continually … and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
Fr. Peter will continue in his role as our Rector through the end of September. Let’s
make the most of it these next four weeks and “Celebrate” with Fr. Peter, both his
good works at St. John’s as well as this next journey with the family!
Sunday, September 25th will be his last Sunday to share the Eucharist with us. We
hope you will attend our worship service AND plan on staying for a “Pancake
Breakfast” as the “celebration” continues.
The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
Your Vestry, in His Service,

Beth, Kelly, Paula, Jim (Corky), Janie, Paula, Debbie, and Aleathea
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September Calendar
Saturday, September 3—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
Sunday, September 4
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
1:00 pm, Quartet Rehearsal
Monday, September 5—Labor Day—Office Closed
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Wednesday, September 7—7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, September 10—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
9:00 am, Building & Grounds Committee Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Sunday, September 11—Homecoming Sunday
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, September 13
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
6:00 pm, Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, September 14—7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, September 15
4:00 pm, Beyond Bias Team Meeting
Saturday, September 17—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
12:00 noon, Luca Sasaki Private Baptism
Sunday, September 18
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:30 am, Church Walk About, Creation Care
5:00 pm, Men’s/Women’s BBQ, Narthex
Monday, September 19—10:00 am, Warden’s Meeting
Wednesday, September 21—7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, September 24—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up
Sunday, September 25— Fr. Peter’s Last Sunday
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
10:45 am, Special Coffee Hour ”Pancake Breakfast” Following Service
Monday, September 26—10:00 am, Warden’s Meeting
Tuesday, September 27
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Wednesday, September 28—7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Friday, September 30
5:00 pm, Soul Kitchen Dinner, Church Narthex & Kitchen
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Ways to Serve
Soul Kitchen Dinner—Friday, September 30 at 5:00 pm
Our monthly "Soul Kitchen" dinner takes place the last Friday of
each month. This FREE dinner is served from 5:00-7:00 pm. We
have regulars from our local community that attend the last Friday
of each month. This is a great way to reach out to our community and help others.
Please join us. If you have any questions, contact Kathy Girard or Karen Kuykendall.

Salvation Army Dinner Service
St. John's serves dinner the first Monday, second Tuesday and Saturday
and fourth Tuesday each month. Serving dinner is an hour commitment
arriving at 4:15 pm and is filled with lots of gratitude and smiles by those who come
to be nourished. Volunteers must wear closed toe shoes when serving meals. All
volunteers who serve dinner at the Salvation Army's Hope Harbor must wear
masks. Volunteers are responsible for supplying their own masks. If you are
interested in volunteering, contact Kelly and/or Karen Olds.

Creation Care Committee
September is the “Season of Creation” in the Christian Church, observed by many
denominations, including ours. To help mark this season, the Creation Care
Commission of the Diocese of San Joaquin is holding four online events on
Wednesday evenings, beginning on Sept. 7, from 6:30 to 8:00. Presenters will include
the climate activists Katharine Hayhoe as well as clergy and lay people from our
diocese. We can all see the havoc that climate change is wreaking on the planet.
Please join these discussions and find out more about what churches and individuals
can do to reduce their carbon footprint and ameliorate the damage. Here is the Zoom
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87520945746?pwd=UnByRHp3OVI2cEk2YXJ5TGlrdXpudz09

Church Walk-About: St. John’s Creation Care Team is offering our parishioners
another chance to take a walk around our church grounds and learn about our
landscaping. The tour will be led by Bob Gorczyca, who was part of the original team
of volunteers who did much of the work. We’ll meet at the church
entrance on Sunday, Sept. 18 after the church service (and refreshments) and spend about 45 minutes strolling around our property and
ending inside the chapel on the hill. Please mark your calendars and
join us!
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Ways to Serve
Buildings & Grounds Committee
The Building and Grounds Committee will meet the
SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH—September 10 at 9:00 a.m.
A reminder will be emailed to those who signed up along with a list of work projects
for the day. If you would like to join us, please use the sign-up sheet on the ministry
table in the back of the church or feel free to just show up at a meeting.

Uncaged Art Comes to Lodi—Mounted by SJRAISE
Uncaged Art is a traveling exhibit mounted by SJRAISE, the Immigration Commission
of the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin. It features reproductions of art work
fashioned by children and teens held in the El Tornillo Detention Center near El Paso,
Texas. The images they created attempted to capture something that they loved about
their home country (mostly El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras). This compelling
exhibit is well worth your time.
The Lodi exhibitions are co-sponsored by the East Side Business Coalition.
The venues for exhibition include:
September 10

Taco Truck Cook-Off, Hale Park, Noon to 3:00 PM

Sept. 15, 16, 17

Lodi Nutrition, 502 E. Lodi Ave.
Grand opening Sept. 15 at 7:00 PM will include Aztec Dancers

End of Sept.

Lodi Public Library (dates/times to be determined)

For more information on the exhibit see this brief
video produced by SJRAISE:

Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, September 25
You Are Invited ... Join Us for a Pancake Breakfast following Sunday service on September 25th! Mark your calendars to join us for the service, Fr. Peter's last Eucharist
with us, followed by a delicious breakfast ... an opportunity to celebrate the Ackerman's new journey together. More information to follow.
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September Adornments and Celebrations
We are grateful for these donors whose gifts
adorn our worship in September
Sept. 4

Rose & Chester George in honor of their wedding anniversary, Sept. 1
Patricia Fehling in loving memory of her mother, Lenore Lambert, for
her birthday, Sept 4.
Bob Mustain in loving memory of his wife, Mary on her birthday, Sept 5.
Ruth Diekman in loving memory of her parents, Mina B. Clark & William
Wakeham for their September birthdays.

Sept. 11

Beth Elwood in celebration of her husband, Jim on his birthday, Sept 13.

Sept. 18

Beth & Jim Elwood in loving memory of Jim’s mother Mary Elwood &
Beth’s father Darwin Lindsley & her brother in law, David Ferry.

Sept. 25

Linda Harkins & Lisa Ayers in loving memory of husband & father, Jack
on his birthday, Sept 29.
If you would like to dedicate flowers, call the parish office at 369-3381.

7:
9:
10:
11:
12:
15:
21:
25:
29:

Jennifer Gaston
Hennie Van Konynenberg
Carlo Bagnasco
Dawn Buck
Don Smith
Mike Williams
Hannah Wilson
Brent Sams
Joel Walker
Casey Stevens
Ali Stevens
Diane Burkett
Michelle Hakala

1:
17:
18:
26:
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Rose & Chester George
Nancy & Joel Walker
Sarah Kate & Daniel Kafton
Marie & Peter Ackerman

Special Notes & Information
Fr Peter’s Leaving - Request
With Fr. Peter concluding his ministry at the end of September, he asks that in lieu of
purchased gifts, gift cards, cash, that you make a special donation to The Episcopal
Church of St. John’s, Lodi. If you put “Fr. Peter Thanks” in the memo line of any
check or in GiveLify, this attribute will make sure that he can be informed of who the
donors are. He has asked that the Vestry use the donations to offset our operating
expenses.

Serve God at St. John’s
We have room for YOU to join a Sunday service Team:







Lectors
Acolytes (Crucifer and Camera Acolyte)
Ushers
Counters
Bread Bakers Needed! We supply the recipe.
Coffee Hour Hosts

Please contact Penny in the office to sign up! 209-369-3381.

Ways to Give
You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.
Put in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift
and what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.).Givelify App is
available at: the “App Store” or
“Google Play Or scan this code:

Newsletter & Sunday Bulletin Deadlines
If you would like to submit an item for the newsletter, please turn it into the office by
Wednesday Noon prior to the end of the month (the week before). Also, if you have
an announcement for the Sunday bulletin, the deadline is the Wednesday before at
Noon. Thank you.
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Coming in October

2022 Annual Pledge Campaign
My 2023 Pledge
Week of September 26
Letter from the Wardens mailed/emailed to congregation

October 9—Kick Off
Stewardship Sermon from Kelly Olds

October 16
Stewardship Sermon from??

October 23
Stewardship Sermon from??

October 30—Ingathering
Stewardship Sermon from Beth Elwood (Pledge Dedication)
Pledge dedication to God.

Please return your pledge by Sunday, October 30
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST DIRECTORY OF MINISTRIES
Staff
Administrator – Penny Wilson
Deacon—The Rev. Tom Hampson
Child Care – Mandi Sager
Choir Director – Steven Weikle
Pianist – Kristy Wells
Sexton – Camerina Ibarra
Ministry
Acolytes
Accounts payable/payroll
Adult Education
Altar Guild
Altar Flower Donations
Beyond Bias
Bridge Club
Building & Grounds Committee
Coffee Hour
Columbarium
Community Garden
Counters
Creation Care
Designer’s Guild
Facilities (Scheduling)
Food Basket Ministry
Hospitality
Intercessory Prayer Coordinator
Lectors
Master of Ceremonies (MC)
Men’s Barbeque
Music
Office Angels
People of Faith Study Group
Salvation Army Dinner Service
Soul Kitchen
Sound Technicians
Sunday School/One Room House
Ushers/Greeters
Vestry
Weddings (Dawn Buck)
World in Prayer

Contact
Stacey Robles-Bagnasco
The Rev. Lynette Morlan /Karen Olds
Clergy
Peggy Moos & Anne Reeve
Penny Wilson
Deacon Tom
Ruth Diekman
Diana Christy
Penny Wilson
Karen Olds
Aleathea Langone
Chester George
Hennie Van Konynenburg
Allison Dooley, Janie Williams
Penny Wilson
Karen Kuykendall, Kathy Girard
Carol Foote
Penny Wilson
Penny Wilson
John Ledbetter
Steven Weikle
Penny Wilson
Ruth Diekman
Karen & Kelly Olds
Karen Kuykendall, Kathy Girard
Ruth Diekman, scheduler
Ruth Diekman, Janie Williams
Penny Wilson
Beth Elwood/Kelly Olds
Penny Wilson
Andee Zetterbaum
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