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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Mary Ellen Beckman in loving memory of her sister, Pauline, for her birthday, November 22. 
  

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 

 
Those Who Serve Today 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 
Choir Director: Steven Weikle 

Pianist/Organist: Michael Tompkins 
Eucharistic Minister:  Anne Reeve (CW) & Stacey Bagnasco (CJ) 

Lectors: Rosemary Cress & Andee Zetterbaum 
Camera Acolyte: Fran Bott (GF) 

Crucifer: Charlene Martin (CW) 
Ushers: Andee Zetterbaum & Tom Gundershaug 

Sound: Dick Williams 
Altar Guild: Peggy Moos & Margaret Meyers 

Vestry Open/Close (Announcements):   Beth Elwood/Charlene Martin 
Designer Guild: Ejae Perry & Mandi Sager 
Nursery Care:  None until further notice 

Sunday School:  Peggy Moos or Janie Williams 
Coffee Hour:  All Parish Potluck 

Counters: Tom Gundershaug & Sharon Farnsworth 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Vestry Members:   
Fran Bott, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary  

Stacey Bagnasco, Beth Elwood, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard  

Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Christina Soria 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude       I Believe in One God        by James D. Kimball 
(1991 copyright, CPP Belwin, Inc. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.)    Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal 616 

 
Opening Acclamation   EOW1 

  
 
Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria  Glory to God MHSO 5 
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The Collect of the Day    

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of 
the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.  
 
Children Process to Sunday School 
 
A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah  All are seated.  Rosemary Cress 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, 
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says 
the LORD. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 
(Jeremiah 23:1-6) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 46        Rosemary Cress    

 

1 God is our refuge and strength, * 
a very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

3 Though its waters rage and foam, * 
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

4 The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

6 God is in the midst of her; 
she shall not be overthrown; * 
God shall help her at the break of day. 

7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

8 The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

9 Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, * 
what awesome things he has done on earth. 

10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
and burns the shields with fire. 

11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 
I will be exalted among the nations; 
I will be exalted in the earth." 

12 The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

 Andee Zetterbaum 

A Reading from The Letter of Paul to The Colossians   
 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks 
to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through him and for him. 
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  (Colossians 1:11-20) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn   To God with gladness sing Hymnal 399 

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
The people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 
saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription 
over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 
this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise."   (Luke 22:23-43) 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy

 
Silence 
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Nicene Creed  All stand as able.   BCP p. 358
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation   
 he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  Form VI        Anne Reeve    
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and David our Bishop, Greg our Bishop Elect; and for 
all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
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Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 
the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin              BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace   
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Peace is exchanged. 

 
Announcements 
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A Prayer for Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 

 
The Liturgy of the Table 

 
Offertory Anthem Rejoice, The Lord is King   John Darwall 

  Arranged by Alice Parker 
 

The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380 

 
The Blessing of Annual Pledges 
 

Celebrant:  As you have chosen us, O God, and enriched our lives:  
People: We offer ourselves, our time, our talents and resources.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
Gracious God, we give thanks for these gifts, the promises of our members for giving 
in the year to come.  We pray that you inspire us with the example of your freely-given 
love to serve our neighbors, heal the world, and strengthen our community.  Bless 
these intentions, pledges, and promises of our wealth, works, and wisdom for the 
needs of our church.  Amen.   
 

People:   We offer ourselves, our time, our talents and resources in Christ’s Name.  
              Amen.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving  (Standing)   EOW2    
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We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 
brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and 
every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as parents care for their 
children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness 
of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise 
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 

(Celebrant and People) 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-124 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues:        

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power 
of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon 
Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 
child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw 
all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time 
came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 
you.  On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave 
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be  
the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with St. 
John and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 
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at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  Through Christ and with 
Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever.   

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional) BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
          

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
People:   We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 
Fraction Hymn WLP 877 
Choir/Cantor 

 
 

 
Refrain- All Sing 

 
 

Choir/Cantor 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. 
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Refrain – All Sing 
 
Choir/Cantor 

One body are we, alleluia, though many we share one bread. 
 
All Sing 

 
 
Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion of the People  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please form one line in the center aisle, and two wine stations.  
Please come forward immediately to receive communion.  Gluten free hosts are available. You may receive just 
the bread or the wine or both.  We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not 
allow intinction (dipping) of the bread in the wine.  Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands 
crossed over your heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing. 
 
Communion Hymn Let all mortal flesh keep silence Hymnal 324 
 
Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one 
bread, one cup. 

 
Post communion Prayer  Standing   EOW  

Celebrant:   Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People  
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the  
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
 
 



 

15 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the people. 

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, be with you now and 
forever.  Amen.  

 
Closing Hymn  Savior, like a shepherd lead us       Hymnal 708 

 
The Dismissal  
Celebrant:    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:     Thanks be to God.   

 
Postlude    Fanfare in C major by Henry Purcell     
 (1991 CPP/Belwin, Inc. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
 
You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:        

 
Announcements 

 

Sunday, November 23 – Ingathering to Bless the Pledges 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:00 am, All Parish Potluck, Church Narthex 
 

Betsy Out-Of-Office: November 25 - 29 
 

Tuesday, November 25 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
 

Wednesday, November 26 – Office Closed 
12:00 noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historic Chapel – Every Wednesday! 
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church 
 

Thursday, November 27 – Office Closed – Happy Thanksgiving 
 

Sunday, November 30 – Advent I 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:45 am, Episcopalian 101, Hospitality Room 
  

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Episcopalian 101: Preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation 
The Rt. Rev. David Rice will make his final visitation with us on February 1. This will be a 
lively day in which we will celebrate Bishop David’s ministry with us and hopefully 
celebrate baptisms, confirmations, those being received into the Episcopal Church, and 
reaffirmations of Baptismal Vows.  
 

If you are interested in baptism, confirmation, reception into the Episcopal Church (after 
being confirmed in another tradition), or reaffirming your Baptismal Vows, please sign up 
on the Ministry Table. Preparation classes will begin at the end of November and will 
meet after church on the following dates: November 30, January 4, January 11, and 
January 25. Each class will be a 1 - 1 1/2 hours long. 
 

If you are interested, but unable to attend on these dates, please indicate on the sign up 
sheet so that we can make alternative arrangements.  
 

The Salvation Army - Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign - Sign up to ring a bell this 
Nov & Dec. with a fellow parishioner, family, or friend!  Signup:  www.registertoring.com 
| Click on I'm Ringing with a Group | Find a Group by entering: St. John the Baptist 
Episcopal Church. Hit Search. | Select our church name in the blue box. | Find 
Convenient Locations, Choose a Date Range, Select a City, and a Store Location. Select 
your Shift.  THANK YOU for bringing your holiday cheer in support!  

 
The Salvation Army - Angel Tree - Adopt a Child for Christmas - Another opportunity 
to share with families in need this holiday season. Select an Angel Tree card from the 
Christmas tree near the ministry table. Items to purchase are noted as "Need" and 
"Wish". Please return the entire Angel card with the unwrapped purchased items to the 
marked box next to the tree on/or before Wed, December 4.  Continued THANKS! 
 

Scams!!! Presentation Sunday, December 7, 11:30am - As you are all aware there have 
been a slew of scam emails that have appeared to come from me over the past few 
months. In addition, more than a few of our parishioners have fallen prey to scams in one 
form or another. Some have lost a significant amount of money. To help us all be more 
aware about scams and how we can protect ourselves, I invited Chaplain Chet 
Somera, Coordinator of PARTNERS, Chaplaincy, & Crime Prevention Programs from the 
Lodi Police Department, to visit us on December 7 after church. He has been offering this 
presentation around the community over the past year and other groups have found it to 
be valuable information to keep them safe. Please plan to attend. 
 

If you are able, please keep The Salvation Army in mind for non-perishable food 
donations. You are welcome to bring them to church & place in the baskets below the 
ministry table OR you personally may drop food donations off at the 525 W. Lockeford St. 
Drop offs at the open garage door on the NORTH side of the office building, Monday - 
Friday, 8:30am - 4pm. 

http://www.registertoring.com/

