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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service). The Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations,
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith. We
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the
world.

Today’s Advent Greens are given to the glory of God by:

Steve Manildi in loving memory of his mother, Shirley Parker for her birthday, November 30.
If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.

Those Who Serve Today
Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B)
Choir Director: Steven Weikle
Pianist/Organist: Michael Tompkins
Eucharistic Minister: Beth Elwood (CW) & Candice Gale (CJ)
Lectors: Candice Gale & Margaret Meyers
Camera Acolyte: TBA (GF)
Crucifer(s): Margaret Meyers (CW)
Advent Wreath Family: David, Maddie, Fallon, Maeve & Lucan Langone
Ushers: Carol Foote & Debby Weberski
Sound: James Bassett
Altar Guild: Anne Reeve & Jim Reeve
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Bob Gorczyca/Beth Elwood
Designer Guild: Allison Dooley & Janie Williams
Nursery Care: None until further notice
Sunday School: Peggy Moos or Janie Williams
Coffee Hour: TBA
Counters: Sharon Farnsworth & TBA

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A

2025 Vestry Members:
Fran Bott, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary
Stacey Bagnasco, Beth Elwood, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard
Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Christina Soria
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The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude

(Public Domain. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Entrance Hymn (Stunding) The King Shall Come Hymnal 73

Wreath Prayer for the Lighting of the Advent Candles

Celebrant (Light one candle and say),
“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light; those who live in a land of
deep shadow, on them a light has shined.” (Isaiah 9:2)

People,
Almighty God, grant that the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, may so light our whole
lives that we need never again walk in darkness. Amen.

Opening Acclamation Hymnal S 76
L Celebrant .
4 P—— — i — -
Bless - ed are you, holy and liv - ing one.
People
‘L‘—— T — o !
You come to your people and set them free.

Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

KYRIE Lord, have mercy Hymnal S96



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: ~ The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: ~ Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah A are seated Candice Gale

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!  (Isaiah 2:1-5)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 122 Candice Gale

1 I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."

2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
I will seek to do you good."

Margaret Meyers
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans Al are seated

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. (Romans 13:11-14)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn O day of God, draw nigh Hymnal 601
(Verses 1-3)



A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming

at an unexpected hour.” (Matthew 24:36-44)

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

Silence

Nicene Creed All stand as able.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

The Rev. Betsy McElroy



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People rorm1 Beth Elwood

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Come, Lord
Jesus.”

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For our Bishop, Bishop-Elect, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to
the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For this city of Lodi, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let
us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,
let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.



For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the
suffering, especially... let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed,
especially... let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to
the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach,
let us pray to the Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.

In the communion of Saint John and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one
another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now
live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin BCP p. 360

Celebrant: ~ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.)
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;



that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Announcements

A Prayer for Blessings Al together,

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Sentence

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Anthem Lo! He comes with clouds descending David Hogan
The Doxology Praise to God (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B (Standing) Hymnal S120
. Celebrant People
- LA 'u S *__ .
The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you
Celebrant People
oA d AV
—— — — ~— N

Lift up your hearts. We Ilift them to the Lord.



Celebrant

Y
o P o - 1

\._./ S’
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People ~
W‘ * & & o & o - L
\'"__-ﬂ'

\/ e
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus cCelebrant and People)  Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S 125

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

(Celebrant and People)

We remember his death.

We proclaim his resurrection.
We await his coming in glory.
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with John and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 2

A - MEN.

The Lord’s Prayer (uaditional)
Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

11



Fraction Hymn Lamb of God S164

Celebrant continues,
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music Thy Kingdom come! Hymnal 615

(All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Sending Eucharistic Visitors Ail together

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s
body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one
cup.

Postcommunion Prayer (standing)

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of
your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us
to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people.

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn Rejoice! Rejoice, believers Hymnal 68

The Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

(Public Domain. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)
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You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY. Put
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and what
it is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is available at:
the “App Store” or “Google Play Or scan this code:

Upcoming Calendar
Sunday, November 30
11:15 pm, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room

Monday, December 1
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, December 2
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

Wednesday, December 3
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historical Chapel
6:30pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

December 4 - 6: Rev. Betsy Out-of-town

Saturday, December 6
10:30 am - 12:30 pm, Karpuk Piano Recital, Concert Time: 11:00 am to 12:00 Noon
12:30 pm - 4:30 pm, Bee Sen Piano Recital, Concert Time: 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm

Sunday, December 7
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist - 2nd Sunday of Advent, Church
11:30 am, Scam Workshop, Church Nave

Episcopalian 101: Preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, and
Reaffirmation The Rt. Rev. David Rice will make his final visitation with us on
February 1. This will be a lively day in which we will celebrate Bishop David’s ministry
with us and hopefully celebrate baptisms, confirmations, those being received into the
Episcopal Church, and reaffirmations of Baptismal Vows.

If you are interested in baptism, confirmation, reception into the Episcopal Church (after
being confirmed in another tradition), or reaffirming your Baptismal Vows, please sign
up on the Ministry Table. Preparation classes will begin at the end of November and
will meet after church on the following dates: November 30, January 4, January 11, and
January 25. Each class will be 1-11/2 hours long.
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If you are interested, but unable to attend on these dates, please indicate on the sign up
sheet so that we can make alternative arrangements.

Ring the Bell for The Salvation Army’s 2025 Red Kettle Campaign!
Schedule to ring with a friend, family member or co-worker! Choose from locations in
Lodi, Galt, and Jackson, until December 24th , 2 persons per each 2-hour shift. Dress for
the weather ... holiday “dress-up” if desire ... bring your good cheer!

To register: www.registertoring.com Click on I'm Ringing with a Group. Then Find a
Group by entering: Episcopal or St. John and search. Select our church name in the blue
box. Find Convenient Locations, Choose a date range, select a city, and a store location.
Then Select Shifts.

For sign-up assistance, please contact Beth Elwood, 209-483-8736. Thank you for
fundraising on behalf of The Salvation Army!

The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree - Adopt a Child for Christmas

The small Christmas tree near the ministry table has Angel Tree tags listing suggested
gifts for specific children’s needs. Please return unwrapped gifts by Wed, December 4th.
Place in a plastic bag (located by the tree), attach the entire Angel Tree tag, and place
your bag in the designated box. Thank you for making a child’s Christmas come true!

Non-Perishable Food Donations are ALWAYS welcome!

As you are grocery shopping for yourself, thank you for picking up additional non-
perishable food items to donation to The Salvation Army. You may drop off food
donations at The Salvation Army location, 525 West Lockeford St. on the north side of
the building, Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 4:00pm. Or leave your donations in the large baskets
underneath the ministry table.

Scams!!! Presentation Sunday, December 7, 11:30am - As you are all aware there have
been a slew of scam emails that have appeared to come from me over the past few
months. In addition, more than a few of our parishioners have fallen prey to scams in
one form or another. Some have lost a significant amount of money. To help us all be
more aware about scams and how we can protect ourselves, I invited Chaplain Chet
Somera, Coordinator of PARTNERS, Chaplaincy, & Crime Prevention Programs from
the Lodi Police Department, to visit us on December 7 after church. He has been offering
this presentation around the community for over the past year and other groups have
found it to be valuable information to keep them safe. Please plan to attend.
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Preparing for Advent

Silent Prayer for Advent - Every Sunday in Advent, the Chapel will be open from 9:00
am to 9:20 am. This is an opportunity for Silent Prayer prior to the church service.

Advent 2025 Nativity Creation and Parade - Can you believe that Advent is here
already? We are officially entering the new year of the church calendar as we prepare
ourselves for the coming of the Christ child, God Incarnate.

To celebrate this season, I invite us to take a journey with the Holy Family, shepherds,
angels, and wise men. Using the birth narrative from Luke 2:1-20 and the journey of the
magi in Matthew 2:1-12, we will create nativities at home to express how we hear the
story using whatever creative gifts and materials you have on hand (paints, pen and
paper in the form of a drawing or a poem, Legos, blocks, paper mache, toilet

paper rolls, fabric, etc). Your nativity may be simple or elaborate, abstract or literal. You
can work on one as a family or make it on your own. You may make this in stages as
you engage with small parts of the story or all at one time. As you can tell, there are a lot
of options. This is your journey so feel free to live into it with openness.

Don’t know where to start? I've gathered resources for you to spark ideas here:

https:/ /docs.google.com/document/d/1iQ8CpMmOjAdXIEbncK5-ho-57-S apRvijPYc-
Se3mY /edit?usp=drive link

Looking Forward in December

Blue Christmas Service - Tuesday, December 16 @ 5:30 pm - A Service of Healing and
Hope. For those persons for whom the Christmas/Holiday Season Brings Forth
Negative Emotions. You are invited to this brief worship service in the Chapel as an
opportunity to get in touch with any grief that arises for you during this Season. We
hope that after our time together, through prayer, music, and silence, participants will
leave the service better able to be present to the season, amidst all life circumstances.
Past participants in Blue Christmas worship have experienced benefits from quietly
naming their grief before God. All who feel that they can benefit from this service, no
matter their level of faith, or connection to our denomination, are invited.

St Anne’s and La Primera Iglesia Bautista invite the people of St John's, Lodi and St
John's, Stockton to a Las Posada’s Celebration at St Anne’s Rectory, Garden and Parish
Hall. 6 pm Friday, December 19. Prayers in English and Spanish, Christmas Carols on
the Bagpipes and Mexican Treats.
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Flowers for Adornment of the Christmas Liturgy - It is a tradition of our church to list
special remembrance and dedications in our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day service
bulletin. You are invited to participate in this ministry. On the ministry table you will
find a list from last year. If you want to do the same dedication, please indicate OK next
to your entry. If you would like to add a new dedication, please fill out the form next to
this list and place in basket provided. If you want to change your listing, please write in
red pen and make updates or changes. If you have any questions, please check with
Penny in the office.

** Attention Ministry Leaders! Ministry Reports due January 12, 2026
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in January. Please have
your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by January 12, 2026. Thank you.

Flowers for Adornment of the Christmas Liturgy

The Christmas liturgies are adorned with memorial flowers.

You are invited to participate in this ministry. The names of your loved ones and special
thanksgivings will be printed in the Christmas bulletin.

+ If you remembered loved ones and blessings last year at this time and would like to repeat your
memorial message, please initial the list on the ministry table and drop your donation of $25
or more in the plate during the offertory.

+ If you have not participated in this ministry before and would like your memorial message
included, please complete the form below, make your check out to St. John’s for $25 or more,
and note on the memo line “Christmas Adornment.” Please include your phone number in
case we have questions.

+ Our deadline for the Christmas bulletins is Wednesday, December 17.
ADORNMENT OF THE LITURGY, CHRISTMAS

(Please print clearly )
Circle one message: in loving memory of in thanksgiving for
In memory of In thanksgiving for many wonderfil blessings

Name of Person or occasion to be remembered:

Your Name:

Phone Number:
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