
  

 

Welcome to 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF  
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 
Committed to living a faith journey that is 

sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive 
 

  
 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

December 21, 2025  9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector 
Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

Church Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday 

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242 
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org † 209.369.3381 (voice) 
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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 

 
 

 Today’s Advent Greens are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Penny Wilson, in loving memory of Ron & Pete Tompkins, beloved parents 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 

 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
Celebrant: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 

Preacher:  Charlene Martin 
Choir Director: Steven Weikle 

Pianist/Organist: Michael Tompkins 
Eucharistic Minister:  Margaret Meyers (CW) & Candice Gale (CJ) 

Lectors: Debby Weberski & Candice Gale 
Camera Acolyte: Fran Bott (GF) 
Crucifer(s): Holly Wilson (CW)  

Advent Wreath Family: Mia, Eric, Elsie & Davis Jackson 
Ushers: Debby Weberski & Tom Gundershaug 

Sound: James Bassett  
Altar Guild: Dee Mayfield & Margaret Meyers 

Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Katie Howard/Andee Zetterbaum 
Designer Guild: Allison Dooley & Janie Williams 

Nursery Care:  None until further notice 
Sunday School:  Peggy Moos or Janie Williams 

Coffee Hour: Cookies & Hot Chocolate 
Counters: Tom Gundershaug & Eric Goossens 

 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A 
 

2025 Vestry Members:   
Fran Bott, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary  

Stacey Bagnasco, Beth Elwood, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard  

Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Christina Soria 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude Creator of the Stars at Night  arranged by Paul Fejko  
(2024 Leupold Foundation. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn   (Standing)     How bright appears the Morning Star Hymnal 497 
 
Wreath Prayer for the Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

As the family lights four candles, the Celebrant says, 

“Lord, my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all people – a 
light to bring light to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:30-32) 
 

People,  

Dear God, let the glorious light of Jesus’ love shine in our lives and proclaim the 
Good Tidings to everyone we meet.  Amen. 

 
Opening Acclamation   Hymnal S 76 

 

 
     Bless - ed  are  you,      holy     and        liv – ing   one. 
 

 
     You   come   to   your   people            and                set  them free. 

 
Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
KYRIE  Lord, have mercy Hymnal S96 
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The Collect of the Day     

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Children Process to Sunday School 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah All are seated       Debby Weberski  

 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 
the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” (Isaiah 7:10-16) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 80:1-7,16-18   Debby Weberski 
  

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
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7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

   
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans All are seated   Candice   

   Gale 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 
the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Romans 1:1-7) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn    Savior of the nations, come Hymnal 54 

   
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by  
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the Lord through the prophet: 
 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  (Matthew 1:18-25) 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Sermon  Charlene Martin 

 
Silence 
 

Nicene Creed  All stand as able.    
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation   
 he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  Form I               Margaret Meyers 

 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus.” 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity 
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For our Bishop, Bishop-Elect, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For this city of Lodi, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering, especially… let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, 
especially… let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In the communion of Saint John and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin              BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.) 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 
A Prayer for Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 

 
The Liturgy of the Table 

 

Offertory Anthem  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  arr. Cristi Cary Miller 
(2002 Alfred Publishing. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)  
   

The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380

     

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B (Standing) Hymnal S120 

 

 

 

 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 



 

10 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus(Celebrant and People) Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S 125 
 

The Celebrant continues   

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

(Celebrant and People) 

We remember his death.  
We proclaim his resurrection.  
We await his coming in glory.   
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with John and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
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By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.    

 
The Lord’s Prayer    (traditional)  
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
          

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People:   Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 
Fraction Hymn  Lamb of God  S164 
 
Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion of the People  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please form one line in the center aisle, and two wine stations.  
Please come forward immediately to receive communion.  Gluten free hosts are available. You may receive just the 
bread or the wine or both.  We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow 
intinction (dipping) of the bread in the wine.  Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over 
your heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing. 
 
Communion Music Lo, how a rose e’er blooming Hymnal 81 
(All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
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Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 
In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing these 
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one 
cup. 

 
Postcommunion Prayer   (standing) 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the people. 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Recessional Hymn Come, thou long-expected Jesus  Hymnal 66 

 
The Dismissal  
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude    O Come, Divine Messiah Arranged by Lynn Trapp 
(2023 Lorenz Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
 
 

You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and what 
it is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is available at:   
the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:        
 
 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Upcoming Calendar 
 

Sunday, December 21 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist – 3rd Sunday of Advent, Church  
11:00 am, Nativity Parade, Carols, coffee hour of Cookies & Hot Chocolate 
1:30 pm, One Community, Un Corazon (Families Helping Families), Gift Handout 
 

Tuesday, December 23 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
3:30 pm, Carols 
4:00 pm, Children’s Christmas Eve Service and Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

Thursday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
9:30 am, Christmas Day Service, Historic Chapel 
 

Friday, December 26 – Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 28 – Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am, Church  
  

Today! Advent 2025 Nativity Creation and Parade  
To celebrate this season, join us after church for the viewing of all the 2025 Nativities. 
We will also be serving cookies and hot chocolate. When you leave today, please 
remember to take your Nativities home with you. 

 
 

“One Community, Un Corazon” aka Families Helping Families – Update 
Today,  Sunday, December 21 @ 1:30 pm we will be handing out gifts.  Please see Andee 
Zatterbaum after church.  Thank you for helping 
 
Non-Perishable Food Donations are ALWAYS welcome! 
 
Flowers for Adornment of the Christmas Liturgy – Today is the deadline. It is a 
tradition of our church to list special remembrance and dedications in our Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day service bulletin.  You are invited to participate in this ministry.  
On the ministry table you will find a list from last year.  If you want to do the same 
dedication, please indicate OK next to your entry.  If you would like to add a new 
dedication, please fill out the form next to this list and place in basket provided.  If you 
want to change your listing, please write in red pen and make updates or changes.  If 
you have any questions, please check with Penny in the office.   
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Episcopalian 101: Preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, and 
Reaffirmation - The Rt. Rev. David Rice will make his final visitation with us on 
February 1. This will be a lively day in which we will celebrate Bishop David’s ministry 
with us and hopefully celebrate baptisms, confirmations, those being received into the 
Episcopal Church, and reaffirmations of Baptismal Vows.  
 

If you are interested in baptism, confirmation, reception into the Episcopal Church (after 
being confirmed in another tradition), or reaffirming your Baptismal Vows, please sign 
up on the Ministry Table. Preparation classes began at the end of November, but it’s not 
too late to join.  The remaining classes will meet after church on the following dates: 
November 30, January 4, January 11, and January 25. Each class will be 1 - 1 1/2 hours 
long. 

 

If you are interested, but unable to attend on these dates, please indicate on the sign up 
sheet so that we can make alternative arrangements.  
 
 

**Attention Ministry Leaders! Ministry Reports due January 12, 2026 
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in January.  Please have 
your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by January 12, 2026. Thank you. 

 
 

2026 Pledge Campaign Update 
Tell Out My Soul. The Greatness of  
the Lord. We are grateful for the  
generous 2026 pledges received to  
date … Thank You!  As the Finance  
Committee works on next year’s operating budget, unfortunately we are behind last 
year’s pledge commitments. As you are able, if you have not yet pledged, we urge you 
to prayerfully consider a pledge of any amount. Pledge cards are available near the 
south entry door, or you may pledge online: www.stjohnsoflodi.org > Stewardship 
Campaign tab. With loving appreciation, thank you for all that you do, for all you have 
given, for the many ways your gifts will bless this church and the people we serve in our 
communities.  

  

 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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