
  

 

Welcome to 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF  
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 
Committed to living a faith journey that is 

sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive 
 

 

 
 

The Second Sunday after  
Christmas Day 

 

January 4, 2026  9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector 
Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

Church Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday 

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242 
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org † 209.369.3381 (voice) 
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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 

 
 

 Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Marilyn & John Cook, for our 65th Wedding Anniversary on December 31. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 

 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 
Choir Director: Steven Weikle 

Pianist/Organist: Michael Tompkins 
Eucharistic Minister:  Anne Reeve (CW) & Margaret Meyers (CJ) 

Lectors: Debby Weberski & Robert Elliott 
Camera Acolyte: Beth Elwood (GF) 

Crucifer(s): Candice Gale (CW)  
Ushers: Diane Elliott & Tom Gundershaug 

Sound: Jim Bassett 
Altar Guild: Jim & Anne Reeve 

Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Katie Howard/Beth Elwood 
Designer Guild: Ejae Perry & Mandi Sager 
Nursery Care:  None until further notice 

Sunday School:  Peggy Moos or Janie Williams 
Coffee Hour: Lauren and Jade San Juan 

Counters: Sharon Farnsworth & Tom Gundershaug 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude We Three Kings by John Barr 

(Copyright 2024 by the Leupold Foundation. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn   (Standing)    Once in royal David’s city Hymnal 102 
 
Opening Acclamation  Hymnal S80 

 

 
 
The Gloria Canticle 20 Hymnal S278 

 
The Collect of the Day     

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to 
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Children Process to Sunday School 
 
  

   Christ the     Lord   is                      born   this   day 

   O  come, let               us     a - dore  him 
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A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah All are seated      Debby Weberski  

 

Thus says the LORD: 
 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." See, 
I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in 
labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in 
a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the 
coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him 
as a shepherd a flock."  For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from 
hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and 
they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered 
garden, and they shall never languish again.  Then shall the young women rejoice in 
the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning 
into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests 
their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.  
(Jeremiah 31:7-14) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 84:1-8     Debby Weberski 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
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6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

  
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians         Robert Elliott 
(All are seated) 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined 
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe.  (Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn   Unto us a boy is born (vs. 1,2 & 4) Hymnal 98 

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 
day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
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his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand 
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.  (Luke  2:41-52) 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy 
 

Silence 
 

Nicene Creed  All stand as able.    
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation   
 he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  (The leader and people pray responsively, standing) Anne Reeve 
 

Jesus, Son of Mary, you have come among us, to be one of us. We welcome you into our 
homes, we welcome you into our hearts, we welcome you into our lives. Let all who 
come to your church worship with the shepherds and adore you with the angels. 
Empower your church to show forth your glory. We pray for Sean our presiding Bishop,  
David our bishop, Greg our bishop-elect, Betsy our priest, and all the baptized. Prince of 
peace, 
Reveal to us your glory. 
 

The peace of your presence be upon our troubled world, the power of your presence 
protect us from evil, the light of your presence scatter the darkness from before us. Give 
peace on earth, peace among the nations and peace in each land. Prince of peace, 
Reveal to us your glory. 
 

You could find no room at the inn. We remember before you all who are homeless and 
can find no place of rest. We pray for all children, especially those children in care, for 
all who are lonely and feel neglected this Christmas, for those who will spend Christmas 
in the hospital, for all who are ill. Prince of peace, 
Reveal to us your glory. 
 

We rejoice that you became human that we might share in the Divine. We pray for all 
our loved ones departed that we may share with them in a vision of your glory. Prince 
of peace, 
Reveal to us your glory. 
 

Fill us with wonder and awe, fill us with joy and thanksgiving, that our lives may 
proclaim your grace and your glory. Be known in our lives and in our dealings. Prince 
of peace, 
Reveal to us your glory. 
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The Celebrant adds concluding Collect. 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who 
now live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even 
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

There is no Confession of Sin today. Christ the Savior is born for us! 
 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 
A Prayer for Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Anthem On this day earth shall ring Hymnal 92 

   

The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380

     

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B (Standing) Hymnal S120 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
Proper Preface of the Season/Chosen by Celebrant 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-128 
 
The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues        

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made  
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken  
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in  
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into  
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”   
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The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer    (traditional)  
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread   Hymnal S152 
Celebrant 

 
People 
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Fraction Hymn   The disciples knew the Lord Jesus   WLP 877 
Choir/Cantor 

 
 
Refrain- All Sing 

 
 

Choir/Cantor 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. 
 

Refrain – All Sing 
 
Choir/Cantor 

One body are we, alleluia, though many we share one bread. 
 
All Sing 

 
 
Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Communion Music O Sisters, too Hymnal 247   
(All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
 
Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 
 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing these 
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one 
cup. 
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Postcommunion Prayer   (standing) 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the people. 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill 
you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Sprit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen.   
 
Recessional Hymn As with gladness men of old  Hymnal 119 

 
The Dismissal  
Deacon:     Go in peace or the Word made flesh. 
People: Thanks be to God.       

 
Postlude   Carol of the Birds  by Jacques Berthier 
(Copyright 1987 by GIA. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
 
 
You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and what 
is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is available at:   
the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:        
 

 
 

  
 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Upcoming Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 4 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 

11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room 
 

Monday, January 5  
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Tuesday, Tuesday, January 6 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
5:30 pm, Epiphany Service, Church – See flyer below 
  

Wednesday, January 7 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historic Chapel 
6:30pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room 
 

Saturday, January 10 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Sunday, January 11   
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church  
11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room 
5:00 pm, Men’s BBQ, Church Narthex 
 
Join us for an Epiphany Celebration – Tuesday, January 6th @ 5:30 pm – We will start 
by blessing chalk to chalk our doors then share Eucharist with a simple soup supper 
together in candlelight.  To add to the light, please bring candles from home to brighten 
our tables. 
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Join us every Wednesday at 12 Noon for Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel. 
 

**Attention Ministry Leaders! Ministry Reports due January 12, 2026 
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in January.  Please have 
your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by January 12, 2026. Thank you. 
 

Men’s BBQ – Sunday January 11 at 5:00pm  
Please check out the ministry table and sign up if you plan on attending the 1st Men’s 
BBQ of 2026.  Bring a friend.  If you have questions, please see Dick Williams if you have 
any questions.  It is a great time for good food, wine and fellowship!   
 

Annual Church Meeting – Sunday, January 18, 2026 following the Church Service.  
Budget will be presented and voted on.  Thank you to outgoing Vestry Members and the 
welcoming of new Vestry Members.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars for Souper Sunday  
February 8, 2026!   

 

Led by Steve McElroy and his legendary songs each Sunday during 
announcements, last year’s fundraiser was an overwhelming success with 

soups galore, enjoyed by so many! 
 

Beginning Sunday, January 11, 2026, sign up to make 4 – 8 quarts of         
                                                              your favorite soup(s) to sell.  

 

Beginning Sunday, January 25, 2026, sign up for the soup(s) you wish to  
                                                                    purchase. 
  

Souper Sunday, February 8, pick up and pay for your soup(s) and enjoy! 
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2025 Vestry Members:   
Fran Bott, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary  

Stacey Bagnasco, Beth Elwood, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard  

Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Christina Soria 

 

 
 

Saturday, February 21, 2026 

Starting at 12:00 Noon 

Tickets are $25.00 per person which includes: 

12pm-1pm Lite lunch 

1pm-3pm - 8 Bingo Games with cash prizes 

2 Bingo cards 

Additional Bingo cards $2 each 

Raffle drawing - $1 per ticket 

  

Space is limited, reservations are suggested 
Please RSVP by calling  

  
St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 or 

Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             
            

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road 

Lodi, Ca  95242 


