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The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ   
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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Sharon & Ralph Boblitt, in loving memory of our son William Matthew Boblitt 
 

Mary Ellen Beckman in loving memory of her husband, Kenneth, for his birthday, Jan. 9. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 
 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal (B) 

Choir Director: Steven Weikle  
Pianist/Organist:   Michael Tompkins 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Beth Elwood (CW) & Fran Bott (CJ) 
Lectors: Rosemary Cress & Carol Foote 

Camera Acolyte: Holly Wilson (GF) 
Crucifer: Stacey Bagnasco (CW) 

Ushers: Andee Zetterbaum & TBA 
Sound:  Dick Williams 

Altar Guild: Aleathea Langone & Margaret Meyers   
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Bob Gorczyca/Andee Zetterbaum 

Designer Guild:   Allison Dooley & Janie Williams 
Nursery Care:  None until further notice 

Sunday School: Peggy Moos & Janie Williams 
Coffee Hour: Carol Foote   

Counters: Sharon Farnsworth & TBA 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude   Joy in God by Richard Blake 
(2008 Lorenz Publishing. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 

Entrance Hymn  (Standing)  O love, how deep, how broad, how high       Hymnal 448

  
(All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Opening Acclamation   EOW1 

   
 
Collect for Purity (Celebrant  continues) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
Song of Praise (Celebrant & people)          God is Love (vs. 1&2)       Hymnal 379 

 
The Collect of the Day   
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 
into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord 
and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen. 
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A Reading from the Book of Isaiah  All are seated    Rosemary Cress  
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up 
his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow 
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait 
for his teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 
upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out 
the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am 
the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the 
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them.  (Isaiah 42:1-9) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 29                                           Rosemary Cress  

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 
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10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

A Reading from The Acts of the Apostles  (All seated)   Carol Foote  
 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  (Acts 10:34-43) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn                           In Christ there is no East or West Hymnal 529                                                    

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel Matthew  
 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  (Luke 3:15-17, 21-22) 
 

Deacon:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 
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Sermon The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal 

 
The Baptismal Covenant  All stand as able and read together.    
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
    and born of the Virgin Mary.  
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  
   He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking  
  of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent  
  and return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the  
 dignity of every human being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of creation.  Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of 
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who 
come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant continues, 
Dear Friends in Christ, in companionship with each other as we journey in faith, we 
welcome a new deacon, The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal, into this community of St. 
John the Baptist. Today, we welcome Deacon Greg to join us as we seek to love the 
Lord our God with heart and soul, mind and strength, and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. We welcome and cherish his unique gifts and experiences as together we 
follow the Holy Spirit in transforming this community for the work and mission of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

It is the deacon’s task to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and 
the lonely; to study the Holy Scriptures and model their life upon them; to make Christ 
and his redemptive love known, by word and example, to those among whom we live, 
and work, and worship; to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of 
the world; and to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the 
ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments. 
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Celebrant continues,  

Loving God, we give thanks that you have brought The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal to 
join us in ministry. Knit us together, one to another, so that in unity we may know you 
and serve you in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People – (Hear Our Prayer-Jon White & Lisa Grave)             Beth Elwood 
 

Heavenly Father in gratitude for the message of love you sent to us in the word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son, we offer you the longings of our hearts as we say, Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for your church, for all who find you there, for those who love you and for 
those who long to love you more. Give us a spirit of invitation, and the courage to find 
new ways to be good news to all your people. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the nation and for all who govern. We pray for our future and the future  
of all nations and peoples, that we may be united in the desire for peace and life for  
everyone. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the world and its needs, for the state of our oceans and soil; the survival of 
your creatures and the safety of all people, those who have been impacted by natural 
disasters, and that those who are able will work diligently for liberation and 
sustenance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the needs of the communities we call home and our neighbors, for those 
we know and those who are strangers to us. We give you thanks for our adoption, 
which makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are ill or injured, and for those who are depressed and anxious, 
that they may know the comfort of your healing love and the joy of each new day. 
Especially we ask healing for...   Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the dying, for those who labor to leave this world, that their departing 
may be peaceful and fearless. We pray also for those who weep this day and those who 
mourn the dead. Lord in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
The celebrant continues, 

Offering you these prayers and praises we acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
Uphold us this day and every day and to bless our endeavors as we strive to bring 
about your kingdom vision for this world. We ask all this in the name of your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 
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Confession   
 

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God. (stand or knee as able.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of our 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The Peace is exchanged. 

 

Announcements 
 
A Prayer for Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 
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The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Anthem              My Son the Beloved David Blackwell 
      (All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
    

The Doxology               Praise to God (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380 
 

Offering envelopes may be found in the pews.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B (Standing)  Hymnal S120 

 

 

 

 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
 
Proper Preface of the Season/Chosen by Celebrant 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-128 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues        

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made  
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken  
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in  
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into  
righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”   
 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 
   



 

12 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread   Hymnal S152 
Celebrant 

 
People 

 
 

Fraction Hymn   The disciples knew the Lord Jesus   WLP 877 
Choir/Cantor 

 
 

Refrain- All Sing 

 
 

Choir/Cantor 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. 
 

Refrain – All Sing 
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Choir/Cantor 

One body are we, alleluia, though many we share one bread. 
 

All Sing 

 
 

Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Communion Music           Christ when for us you were baptized                Hymnal 121 

   
Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one 
bread, one cup. 

 
Post communion Prayer  (standing) EOW  
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the  
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the people. 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the 
world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.   

 
Recessional Hymn Songs of thankfulness and praise     Hymnal 135 

 
The Dismissal  
Deacon:    Go in the peace of the word made flesh. 
People:     Thanks be to God.   
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Postlude Epilogue  by Franklin Ritter 
(2008 Lorenz Publishing. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

   
You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:        
 

Upcoming Calendar 
 

Sunday, January 11 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality room 
5:00 pm, Men’s BBQ, Narthex 
 

Monday, January 12  - 4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Tuesday, January 13 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
  

Wednesday, January 14  - Join us every Wednesday Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel. 

12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historic Chapel 
6:30pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room 
 

Friday, January 16 - 4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Sunday, January 18 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church  
11:30 am, Annual Meeting, Church Pews 
1:00 pm, Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room 
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church** 
 

Men’s BBQ – Today - Sunday January 11 at 5:00pm - Please check out the ministry 
table and sign up if you plan on attending the 1st Men’s BBQ of 2026.  Bring a friend.  If 
you have questions, please see Dick Williams.  It is a great time for good food, wine 
and fellowship!   
 

Attention Ministry Leaders! Ministry Reports due January 12, 2026 
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in January.  Please have 
your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by January 12, 2026. Thank you. 
 

**Pizza Church Help Needed! – It Will Be Easy! – One to two people are needed on 
Sunday, January 18 at 5:00 pm to help with a very easy set up and very easy clean up. 
See Penny in the office if you can help. 
 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Annual Church Meeting – Sunday, January 18, 2026 following the Church Service.  
Budget will be presented and voted on.  Thank you to outgoing Vestry Members and 
the welcoming of new Vestry Members.   
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Our 2nd Annual "Souper" Sunday is February 8th! - Sign-up sheets to make soup and 
the quart containers are available on the ministry table. Sign-up sheets to 
purchase soup(s) will begin on Sunday, January 25th. Payment and pick-up of 
purchases will be on Sunday, February 8th ($15/per quart, cash or check).  
 

BINGO - Saturday, February 21, 2026 - Starting at 12:00 Noon Tickets are $25.00 per 

person which includes:12pm-1pm Lite lunch; 1pm-3pm - 8 Bingo Games with cash prizes; 2 

Bingo cards; Additional Bingo cards $2 each; Raffle drawing - $1 per ticket Space is limited, 

reservations are suggested Please RSVP by calling St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 

or Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church 

 

See! I am doing a new thing. Now it springs forth. (Isaiah 43:19) 
Since May we have received over $332,000 in Capital Campaign pledges to reduce our 
mortgage, prepare for the land sale, and care for our historic buildings and grounds. 
Whether the sale finalizes in early 2026 or takes longer, our commitment remains the 
same: to steward our resources faithfully and tend to the sacred spaces entrusted to us. 
 

We invite you to prayerfully consider making a pledge—of any size—by February 1, 
2026. Pledges may be fulfilled by December 2026, December 2027 or by January 
2028. Often, capital campaign donations are typically in addition to an individual or 
family’s annual contribution and are sometimes paid out of one’s investments or other 
assets. Pledge cards are available on the ministry table or you may pledge online using 
the form on our website: www.stjohnsoflodi.org, located on the Stewardship Campaign 
tab. Thank you for being part of this hopeful, Spirit-filled journey. In gratitude, your 
Vestry team.  

 
 
 
 

2025 Vestry Members:   
Fran Bott, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Andee Zetterbaum, Secretary  

Stacey Bagnasco, Beth Elwood, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard  

Charlene Martin, Margaret Meyers, Christina Soria 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/

