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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokuts and Miwok peoples upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
  

Dick & Janie Williams in loving memory of her mother, Maxine Christesen  
for her birthday on May 28.  

 

St. John’s in appreciation of Michael Tompkins and his beautiful music. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 

 
Those Who Serve Today 

 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Besty McElroy (B) 
Choir Director: Steven Weikle 

Pianist/Organist:   Michael Tompkins 
Eucharistic Minister:  Beth Elwood (CW) & Anne Reeve (CJ) 

Lectors: Christina Soria & Bob Gorczyca  
Camera Acolyte: Fran Bott (GF) 
Crucifer: Stacey Bagnasco (CW) 

Ushers: Andee Zetterbaum & Dick Williams 
Sound:   Jim Bassett 

Altar Guild:   Dee Mayfield & Margaret Meyers 
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements):   Rosemary Cress/Christina Soria  

Designer Guild: Allison Dooley & Janie Williams 
Nursery Care:  Alyssa Johnson 
Sunday School:  Janie Williams 

Coffee Hour: Choir    
Counters: Joey Soria & TBA 

 
Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude        Vountary    by Douglas E. Wagner 
(Copyright 1984 by Hope Publishing. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.)   Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty Hymnal 362 

 
Opening Acclamation   Hymnal S 76 

  

 
 
The Celebrant then continues 

 There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People: These is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People: One God and Father of all. 

  
The Gloria Canticle 20 Hymnal S278 

 
The Collect of the Day    

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the 
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and 
worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Children Process to Sunday School      Seek ye first      Hymnal 711 
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A Reading from the Book of Genesis All are seated.   Christina Soria 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God 
said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and every-
thing that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
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Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.  These are the 
generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  (Genesis 1:1-2:4a) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Canticle 13  A Song of Praise   Sung by the Choir
      

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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 Bob Gorczyca 

A Reading from The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians   
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet 
one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.   
(2 Corinthians 13:11-13 ) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn  Creator of all time and space VF 102 
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A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:16-20) 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy 

 
Silence 
 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 
 

Celebrant: The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Sponsor: I present Justin Ryan Ehrenberg to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Celebrant: Do you desire to be baptized? 

Candidate: I do.  
 

The Celebrant asks candidats, 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God?  

Answer I renounce them.  
 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 
the creatures of God?  

Answer I renounce them.  
 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?  
Answer I renounce them.  
 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?  
Answer I do.  
 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  
Answer I do.  
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Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?  
Answer I do.  
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these candidates in 
their life in Christ? 
People We will.  
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us stand and join with Justin who is committing himself to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant.     

 
The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the Virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking  
 of bread, and in the prayers ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent  
 and return to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as  
 yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the  
   dignity of the Earth and every human being? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant    Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the  
   beauty and integrity of all creation?  
People    I will, with God’s help. 

 
Prayers for the Candidate Beth Elwood 
 

The Celebrant says to the people 

Let us now pray for Justin who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
  

Leader Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader Open his heart to your grace and truth.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
   

Leader Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
   

Leader Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
   

Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.  
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
The Celebrant says, 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving Over the Water 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of creation.  Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of 
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who 
come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those 
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Baptism 
 

The celebrant pours water upon the candidate, saying, 

Justin, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 
upon Justin your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning 
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the 
gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
The celebrant places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross, saying, 

Justin, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for 
ever. Amen. 
 

The celebrant says, 

Let us welcome the newly baptized into Christ’s Body, the church.   
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Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God.  Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

 

Hymn We know that Christ is raised  Hymnal 296 

 (Asperging of the People) 

 
The Peace   
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Peace is exchanged. 

 
Announcements 
 
Prayers for Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Anthem A song of creation WLAP 884 

 
The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B (Standing)  Hymnal S120 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
 
Proper Preface of the Season/Chosen by Celebrant 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-128 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues        

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made  
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken  
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in  
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into  
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”   
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The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional) BCP p. 364 
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread  
          

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
People:   We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 
Fraction Hymn Hymnal S 171 
 
Antiphon: (1st time through, cantor sings then we all sing together once through.  Sing after each verse) 

 
 

Cantor: 

1.  The bread which we break, alleluia,  
 is the communion of the body of Christ.   (Antiphon) 
 

2. One body are we, alleluia,  
for though many we share one bread.       (Antiphon) 

 
Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion of the People  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free hosts are available. You may receive just the bread or 
the wine or both.  We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow intinction 
(dipping) of the bread in the wine.  Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over your 
heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing.  

 
Communion Hymn  O Trinity of blessed light  Hymnal 29  
 

  There is one Lord Taize V 
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Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 
 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one 
bread, one cup. 

 
Post communion Prayer  Standing   EOW  
 

Celebrant:   Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People  
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the 
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
When A Person Leaves a Congregation 
 

Presider  
Dear Friends in Christ, we have been in companionship with Michael Tompkins on 
our journey in faith. Now their time with us is drawing to a close, and so we send them 
forth to continue their journey.  
 

Presider and People  

O Lord, we give thanks for Michael’s time among us and for their contribution to 
our common life. Bless them as they go forth; be with those who leave and with us 
who stay; and grant that all of us, by drawing ever nearer to you, may always be 
close to each other in the communion of your saints. All this we ask for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing   The Celebrant blesses the people. 

May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every 
side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen.  
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Closing Hymn      Lord, you give the great commission    WLAP 780 
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The Dismissal  
Celebrant:    Let us go forth in the name of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:     Thanks be to God.   

 
Postlude Toccata       by Douglas E. Wagner 
  
 (Copyright 1984 by Hope Publishing. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
 
 

 

You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play  Or scan this code:        

 
 

 
  

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Announcements 
 
Sunday, May 31 – Trinity Sunday – Michael’s Last Day  
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:30 am, Help is needed after church to move the altar and podium off the dais. 
1:00 pm, Valley Community Orchestra Concert at 3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Monday, June 1 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Tuesday, June 2 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
 

No Soup For The Soul for June. 
 

Wednesday, June 3 
12:00 pm, Noon Day Prayer, The Chapel  
 

Saturday, June 6 
11:00 am, The 2026 Lodi Price Festival, IDOL Beer Works! 
 

Sunday, June 7 – Graduation Sunday 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:30 am, Book Study, Church 
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The 2026 Lodi Pride Festival - Saturday, June 6 from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm at IDOL Beer 
Works! Now that we know the date and time, it is time to get a team together to make 
our presence there a success. Please contact Andee Zetterbaum if you are interested in 
helping with this wonderful event.   
 

Graduation Sunday, June 7, 2026 - On June 7, we will be offering prayers of 
thanksgiving for all members of St. John the Baptist (and their relatives) who will be 
graduating this spring from Junior High, High School, College and Graduate 
Programs.  As per parish tradition a roster of graduates from our extended families 
will also appear in the June edition of the newsletter. A sign-up sheet is at the Ministry 
Table for names to be listed. 
 
Our Summer Book Series is underway and slightly under the sea! We are reading the 
enchanting novel Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. It is a lovely and 
quick read.  Pick up or check out a copy and join us to discuss it on Sunday, June 7th 
after service at 11:30 am.  Remember to bring suggestions for July. Questions? See 
Charlene or Candice. 
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St. John’s Stockton Presents… 

 

 
2026 Vestry Members   
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman, 
Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson 


