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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!



This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service). The Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations,
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith. We
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the
world.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by:
Abigail, Candace and Devin in loving memory of our parents Lois and Roderic Landreth.

Penny Wilson, in loving memory of Greg Wilson for our anniversary
and the wonderful years we had together. GPYHH

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.
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Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B)
Choir Director: Steven Weikle
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert
Eucharistic Minister: Charlene Martin (CW) & Margaret Meyers (CJ)
Lectors: Carol Bassett & Anne Reeve
Camera Acolyte: Carlo Bagnasco (GF)
Crucifer: Stacey Bagnasco (CW)
Ushers: Andee Zetterbaum & Diane Elliott
Sound: Jim Bassett
Altar Guild: Aleathea Langone & Jim Reeve
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Katie Howard/TBA
Designer Guild: Barbara Warburton & Kathy Girard
Nursery Care: Alyssa Johnson
Sunday School: Summer Vacation for July & August
Coffee Hour: Fran Bott
Counters: Sharon Farnsworth & TBA
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The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude Finlandia

(. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.) Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
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to God for and ev - er.
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Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues)

by Luke Colbert

Hymnal 616

EOW1

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our

Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with
our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Collect For the Nation

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve
you in freedom and in peace; Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and
the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your
gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Children Process to Sunday School  Seck ye first ~ Hymnal 711

A Reading from the Book of Genesis Al are seated. Carol Bassett

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly blessed my
master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and
gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a
son to my master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master
made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of
the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my
kindred, and get a wife for my son.”

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now
you will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of
water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give
me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will
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draw for your camels also” —let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for
my master’s son.”

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her
water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her,
‘Please let me drink.” She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink,
and I will also water your camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I
asked her, “Whose daughter are you?’ She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son,
whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms.
Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my
master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my
master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the

left.”

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I
will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s
servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister,
become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their
foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the
man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from
Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in
the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when
she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the
man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.”
So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that
he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah,
and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s
death. (Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:8-15 Carol Bassett

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 The LORD is loving to everyone *

and his compassion is over all his works.
10 All your works praise you, O LORD, *

and your faithful servants bless you.



11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;

12 That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.

A Reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans Anne Reeve

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I
do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For 1
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at
war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:15-25a)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Awake, my soul, and with the sun (vs. 1-3) Hymnal 11

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew

Celebrant: ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, “We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’



For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘"He has a demon’; the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” (Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30)

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy
Silence

Nicene Creed Al stand as able. BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People for Racial Reconciliation Anne Reeve
The Leader and People pray responsively
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

God of love, we pray for your church: For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Greg, our
bishop; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community
of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your work of
reconciliation in the world.

God of love,
Hear our prayers for the church.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and
unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders,
that they would serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out
against hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love.

God of freedom,
Hear our prayers for the world.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the
animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have
no voice of their own. Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its
resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and
abundance that you have given us.



God of justice,
Hear our prayers for the earth.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and
markets; for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for
equality, respect, and opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and
peace among all people, beginning here at home.

God of peace,
Hear our prayers for this community.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are
closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For
refugees and prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those
facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion
and humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in all persons.

God of mercy,
Hear our prayers for all who are in need.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation
who have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for
martyrs who died because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us
faithful to your call to proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and bring us
at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.

God of grace,
Hear our prayers for those who have died.

Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Confession of Sin BCP p. 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.)

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: ~ And also with you.
The Peace is exchanged.

Announcements

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings Al together,

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Sentence
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The Liturgy of the Table

Offertory Anthem This is my song Gather 986
The Doxology Praise to God (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380
The Great Thanksgiving (standing) EOW3
. Celebrant People
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Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People ~
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath
to humankind.

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings
and all creation as we shout with joy:

(Celebrant and People)
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-124

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called
a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and
led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave us your son Jesus, to share our
life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant
offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us
into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
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We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is
my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

(Celebrant and People)

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Celebrant continues

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the
Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. John the Baptist
and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you

now and for ever. j?v—'%

A - MEN.

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)
Celebrant: ~ And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread Hymnal S 152
Celebrant:

b o
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-lu - ia.

Fraction Hymn Hymnal S 171

Antiphon: (1st time through, cantor sings then we all sing together once through. Sing after each verse)

5 Anti})hon: Cantor; theln All
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break - ing of the bread.

Cantor:
1. The bread which we break, alleluia,
is the communion of the body of Christ. (Antiphon)

2. One body are we, alleluia,
for though many we share one bread.  (Antiphon)

Celebrant continues,
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free host is available. You may receive just the bread or
the wine or both. We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow intinction
(dipping) of the bread in the wine. Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over your
heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing.
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Communion Hymn Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling LEVAS 101
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There is one Lord Taize V
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there is one God, who is Fa - ther of all.

Sending Eucharistic Visitors Ail together

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

Post communion Prayer Standing EOW

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our savior. Amen

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people.

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of
God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, be with you now and
forever. Amen.

ClOSing Hymn Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Hymnal 544

The Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia.
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Postlude

(All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)
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You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY. Put
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is
available at: the “App Store” or “Google Play” Or scan this code:

Announcements

Sunday, July 5
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

Monday, July 6
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, July 7
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
5:30 pm, Soup for the Soul, Panera Bread

Wednesday, July 8
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel

Saturday, July 11
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Sunday, July 12
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Morning Prayer, Church

Join us every Wednesday at 12 Noon for Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel.

THANK YOU to all those whose generous gifts helped to cover the remaining tuition
for Rev. Betsy’s ALF tuition. We have reached our goal of $2000! Rev. Betsy is deeply
appreciative of your confidence and support of her continued learning.

The Summer Book Series continues this month with the John Fugelsang non-fiction
book, Separation of Church and Hate - a sane person’s guide to taking back the Bible from
Fundamentalists, Fascists, and Flock-fleecing frauds. Pick it up, listen to it, or check out a
copy and join us for a lively discussion next month on July 26 at 11:30 am in the
Hospitality Room.
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Happy Hour Bingo! Friday July 17 - 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm - For the low price of $25.00,
you will receive 2 Bingo Cards, Heavy Hors d’oeuvres and your 1t beverage. See the
Ministry Table for sign-up information. Space is limited, please contact the church office
at 209-369-3381 to reserve your space.

Sunday School Summer Information - Please take note that Sunday School will be on
summer break for the months of July and August. Nursery is still open for children
kindergarten age and younger. Sunday School will resume in September!

Emergency Food Share - Donate for our field and farm workers. We are now
accepting all types of fresh and dry foods. For pickups or more information to donate,
contact Sandra (209) 810-8493. Drop off locations: House of Coffees, Lakewood Mall,
239 N. Ham Lane, Lodi 6am to 1pm, closed Sundays or PIC Office 1820 W. Kettleman
Ln, Ste F, Lodi, 9am to 3pm Mon - Thurs.

From The Creation Care Team - The donations of clean, stretchy plastics over this year
have made a difference for creation over the year. The collection bin at the back of our
social space will be tucked away during July and August. Last day to donate: Sunday,
June 28th. The Bags to Benches collection will begin again in September. Many thanks!

It's time for the annual school supply drive. This year Salvation Army is partnering
with Love Lodi to get needed supplies to our local schools. They will be at the Lodi
Walmart on July 11 accepting donations of money and items. If this is not convenient,
please bring your donations to church and there will be a box at the ministry table. The
schools do not need binders or notebooks at this time. School Starts July 24th!

Sunday, July 26
Mark Your Calendars!

Visitation from
The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, Ph.D.

We are looking forward to a great visitation.
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¥ > The Episcopal Church of
' $t. John the Baptist Welcomes
to you to...

&
Friday, July 17, 2026
6:00 pmto 8:00 pm
Tickets are $25.00 per person which
includes:

2 Bingo cards
Heavy Hors d’'oeuvres
First Beverage
Additional Bingo cards $2 each

Space is limited, reservations are suggested
Please RSVP by calling

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi
St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 or
Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church
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Scribble Page

2026 Vestry Members
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman,
Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson
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