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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service). The Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations,
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith. We
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the
world.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by:
Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her grandson, Brandon Baker, for his birthday, July 28.
Roxy & Steve Woodard in loving memory of his mother, Clem Woodard for her birthday, July 28.
Kathy Girard in loving memory of her brother, Frank Roa, for his birthday, July 29

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.

Those Who Serve Today

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, Ph.D. (B)
Priest: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B)
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal (CW)
Choir Director: Steven Weikle
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert
Eucharistic Minister: Anne Reeve (CW) & Candice Gale (CJ)
Lectors: Carol Foote & Rosemary Cress
Camera Acolyte: Fran Bott (GF)
Crucifer: Beth Elwood
Ushers: Justin Ehrenberg & TBA
Sound: Joey Soria
Altar Guild: Aleathea Langone & Anne Reeve
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Beth Elwood/TBA
Designer Guild: Ejae Perry & Mandi Sager
Nursery Care: TBA
Sunday School: Summer Vacation for July & August
Coffee Hour: Charlene Martin & Fran Bott
Counters: TBA & TBA

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A
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The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude

Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.) God of grace and God of Glory Hymnal 594
Opening Acclamation EOW1
Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy and living God.

People: Glory to god for ever and ever.

Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: ~ The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: ~ Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing
is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and
guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis Al are seated. Carol Foote

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the
name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes
were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I
will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better
that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of
the love he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is
completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast.
But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in
to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When
morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban
said, “This is not done in our country — giving the younger before the firstborn.
Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for
serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban
gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. (Genesis 29:15-28)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-11,45b Carol Foote

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
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3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

7 He is the LORD our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance."

45b Hallelujah!

A Reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans  Rosemary Cress

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or



nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:26-39)

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Like the murmur of the dove’s song Hymnal 513

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew

Celebrant: ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of
tire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
(Matthew 13:31-33,44-52)

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael

Silence

Nicene Creed Al stand as able. BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People Form III Anne Reeve

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially...
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially...
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin BCP p. 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.)

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,



have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: ~ And also with you.
The Peace is exchanged.

Announcements

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings Al together,

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Sentence

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Anthem Commit thou all that grieves thee Hymnal 669
The Doxology Praise to God (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380
The Great Thanksgiving (standing) EOW3

Celebrant: 'The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
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Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath
to humankind.

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings
and all creation as we shout with joy:

(Celebrant and People)
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-124

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called
a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and
led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave us your son Jesus, to share our
life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant
offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us
into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is
my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

(Celebrant and People)

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Celebrant continues

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the
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Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. John the Baptist
and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you

now and for ever. jﬁ[

A - MEN.

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)
Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Hymn Hymnal S 171

Antiphon: (1st time through, cantor sings then we all sing together once through. Sing after each verse)
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break - ing of the bread.

Cantor:
1. The bread which we break, alleluia,
is the communion of the body of Christ. (Antiphon)
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2. One body are we, alleluia,

for though many we share one bread.  (Antiphon)

Celebrant continues,

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free host is available. You may receive just the bread or
the wine or both. We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow intinction
(dipping) of the bread in the wine. Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over your
heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing.
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Sending Eucharistic Visitors Al together

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

Post communion Prayer Standing

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our savior. Amen

The Blessing

The Celebrant blesses the people.

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of
God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, be with you now and
forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn “Thy Kingdon come!” on bended knee Hymnal 615

The Dismissal

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia.
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Postlude

(All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY. Put
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is
available at: the “App Store” or “Google Play” Or scan this code:
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Announcements

Sunday, July 26 - Canon Anna Visitation - Join Us to Say Goodbye!
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:30 am, Summer Book Series, Hospitality Room

Monday, July 28
8:30 am, Windows of Church being washed

Tuesday, July 29
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Wednesday, July 29
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Holiday Bazaar Craft Day, Church Narthex

Friday, July 31
5:30 pm, Soul Kitchen, Church Narthex - Join us for our Last Soul Kitchen. Help us
send this ministry off in style.

Sunday, August 2
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

Join us every Wednesday at 12 Noon for Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel.

Happy Hour Bingo Update: SAVE THE DATE of Friday, September 11! More
information will be in your August and September Newsletters.

Vision / Mission / Values - Last month, your vestry began its discernment about St.
John's Vision, Mission, and Values. We would like to involve you in the process. Over
the next three months, we will invite you to participate in an activity to help our
discernment. For the next month, we will focus on our Values. Please see the activity
and instructions for your participation on the back window. The Values activity will be
up from now through August 9 so there is no rush. Read and absorb it today, pray
about it, and then participate later. If you have questions, please find a vestry member
to help.

Sunday School Summer Information - Please take note that Sunday School will be on
summer break for the months of July and August. Nursery is still open for children
kindergarten age and younger. Sunday School will resume in September!
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Emergency Food Share - Donate for our field and farm workers. We are now
accepting all types of fresh and dry foods. For pickups or more information to donate,
contact Sandra (209) 810-8493. Drop off locations: House of Coffees, Lakewood Mall,
239 N. Ham Lane, Lodi 6am to 1pm, closed Sundays or PIC Office 1820 W. Kettleman
Ln, Ste F, Lodi, 9am to 3pm Mon - Thurs. Donations can also be made online

at https:/ /partnersintlcoop.org. Click on the Donate link, then indicate in the Notes
that it’s for the farmworker families. Checks can also be mailed or delivered to PIC
(Partners for International Cooperation see address above).

FAREWELL

4
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HONORING

AUGUSTS8 | ZPM.-4PM.
* BITES » DRINKS
* MEMORIES
St James Cathedral

4147 E. Dakota Ave
Fresno, CA 93726

Everyone is welcome!
Please RSVP by August 1st.

2026 Vestry Members
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman,
Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson
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