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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok peoples upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

The Golden Girls, In Loving Memory of our dear friend, Colleen Walton. “Gone but NOT forgotten” 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 
 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal  
Choir Director: Steven Weikle 
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert 

Eucharistic Minister: Margaret Meyers (CW) & Candice Gale (CJ) 
Lectors: Candice Gale & Justin Ehrenberg 

Camera Acolyte: Carol Bassett (GF) 
Crucifer: Stacey Bagnasco (CW) 

Ushers: Andee Zetterbaum & TBA 
Sound: Dick Williams  

Altar Guild: Dee Mayfield & Charlene Martin 
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Katie Howard/Eric Goossens 

Designer Guild: Ejae Perry & Mandi Sager 
Nursery Care:  TBA 

Sunday School: Summer Vacation for July & August 
Coffee Hour: Justin Ehrenberg & Helen Rommel 

Counters: Eric Goossens & TBA 
 
 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude         Erbarm’ dich mein, o Herre Gott by J. S. Bach 
(. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.) Praise, my soul, the King of heaven Hymnal 410 

 
Opening Acclamation   EOW1 
 

  
 
Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues) 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria  Glory to God LEVAS 243 
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The Collect of the Day    

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming 
work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen.  

 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis  All are seated.   Candice Gale    
 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried 
out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and 
the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my 
father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 
 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, 
or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five 
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more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it 
was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your 
herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more 
years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will 
not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that 
it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am 
honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon 
his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him.  (Genesis 45:1-15) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 133    Candice Gale 

 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 
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A Reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans  Justin Ehrenberg 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected 
his people whom he foreknew. 
 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so 
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 
may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all.  (Romans 10:5-15) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn   How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise   Hymnal 532 

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He 
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then 
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly.  (Matthew 15:21-28 ) 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy
 

Silence 
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Nicene Creed  All stand as able.   BCP p. 358
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation   
 he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  



 

9 

Prayers of the People  Form III        Margaret Meyers 
 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially… And we 
pray, 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially… And we pray, 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
 
The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven 
and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness 
to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 
intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
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Confession of Sin              BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Peace   
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The Peace is exchanged. 

 

Announcements 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 
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The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Anthem Great is thy faithfulness LEVAS 189 

 
The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  (Standing)   EOW3    
 

 

 

 

 
 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you 
created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it 
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath 
to humankind. 
 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 

(Celebrant and People) 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-124 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues        

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called 
a people to yourself,  as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and 
led them to a land of promise.  Of your grace, you gave us your son Jesus, to share our 
life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant 
offering.  Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us 
into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 
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 had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is 
my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
   

(Celebrant and People) 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Celebrant continues 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may 
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s 
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the 
Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. John the Baptist 
and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you 
now and for ever.   

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)   
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread  Hymnal S 152 
Celebrant:  

 
People:    

 
 
Fraction Hymn Hymnal S 171 
 

Antiphon: (1st time through, cantor sings then we all sing together once through.  Sing after each verse) 
 

 
 

Cantor: 

1.  The bread which we break, alleluia,  
 is the communion of the body of Christ.   (Antiphon) 
 

2. One body are we, alleluia,  
for though many we share one bread.       (Antiphon) 

 
Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Communion of the People  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free host is available. You may receive just the bread or 
the wine or both.  We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow intinction 
(dipping) of the bread in the wine.  Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over your 
heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing. 
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 Communion Hymn                There’s a wideness in God’s mercy Hymnal 469 

 
 Jesus, remember me Taize V 

 

 

 

Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one 
bread, one cup. 

 
Post communion Prayer  Standing     
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People  

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our savior.  Amen  

 
The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, be with you now and 
forever.  Amen.  

 
Closing Hymn  O spirit of the living God Hymnal 531 
 
The Dismissal  
Celebrant:    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. 
People:     Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 
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Postlude     
 (All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
 

You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play”  Or scan this code:        

 
Announcements 

 

Sunday, August 16 
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
12:00 pm, Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room 
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church 
 

August 17 – 22:  Rev. Betsy Out of the office 
 

Wednesday, August 19 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
1:00 pm, Craft Day for Holiday Bazaar, Hospitality Room 
 

Thursday, August 20:  Penny Out of Office 
 

Friday, August 21 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Sunday, August 23 
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:30 am, Summer Book Club, Hospitality Room 
 

Pizza Church The 3rd Sunday of Each Month at 5:00 pm - This is a simple, family-
friendly, hands-on service.  We start with a “Casual Eucharist” at 5:00 pm followed by 
a “Pizza Dinner” at 5:30 pm.  All are welcome. Join us. If you have questions, please 
call the  office at 209-369-3381 or email at stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net  2026:  August 16, 
September 20, October 18, November 15, December 20 
  

Join us every Wednesday at 12 Noon for Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel. 
 

Our summer book series continues… In August, we are reading the highly acclaimed 
debut novel by Virginia Evan’s - The Correspondent. Pick up a copy and join us to 
discuss after church (11:30ish) on Sunday, August 23rd. 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
mailto:stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net
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Sunday School Summer Information – Please take note that Sunday School will be on 
summer break for the months of July and August.  Nursery is still open for children 
kindergarten age and younger. Sunday School will resume in September! 
 

2nd Sunday Formation - Each 2nd Sunday there will be an adult formation opportunity 
offered after coffee hour ~ 11:15. All 2nd Sunday Formation classes will take place in the 
Hospitality Room. 
 

Emergency Food Share – Donate for our field and farm workers.  We are now 
accepting all types of fresh and dry foods. For pickups or more information to donate, 
contact Sandra (209) 810-8493.  Drop off locations:  House of Coffees, Lakewood Mall, 
239 N. Ham Lane, Lodi 6am to 1pm, closed Sundays or PIC Office 1820 W. Kettleman 
Ln, Ste F, Lodi, 9am to 3pm Mon – Thurs. Donations can also be made online 
at https://partnersintlcoop.org.  Click on the Donate link, then indicate in the Notes 
that it’s for the farmworker families. Checks can also be mailed or delivered to PIC 
(Partners for International Cooperation see address above). 
 

Choir Kick-Off Party – Wednesday, August 26 at 6:00 pm 
Attention Family, Friends, Future Choristers – All Are Invited!   
Join us on Wednesday, August 26 at 6:00 pm at St. John’s Lodi Church Narthex.  There 
will be a Taco feast by Taco-Licioso!  The cost is only $10.00 per person.  If you plan on 
attending, please RSVP by August 19th to barbarakrengel@gmail.com 
 

Celebration of Life for Marilyn Cook – Thursday, August 27 at 1:30 pm. 
Please join us here at St. John’s Lodi for the Celebration of Life for Marilyn Cook. 
 

Special Announcement - Join us on August 30 after church as we celebrate the 
ministry of Penny Wilson as our Parish Administrator for 15 years and send her off 
into a well-deserved retirement. 

 

Happy Hour Bingo - Friday, September 11 – Starting at 5:00 pm - Let’s Get Ready To 
BINGO! Bring your friends and family to St. John’s Lodi on Friday, September 11 for 
Happy Hour Bingo! See flyer on page 19 for information. If you have any questions, 
contact Margaret Meyers at 209-327-2242.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 Vestry Members   
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman, 

Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson 

https://partnersintlcoop.org/

