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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok peoples upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Kathy Girard in loving memory of her mother, Hilda Roa for her birthday, Aug. 28. 
 

Linda Harkins, in loving memory of her husband, Jack on the anniversary of their wedding, Aug. 28. 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 
 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
 

Celebrant/Preacher: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B) 
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal  

Choir Director: Steven Weikle 
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert 

Eucharistic Minister: Margaret Meyers (CW) & Beth Elwood (CJ) 
Lectors: Candice Gale & Justin Ehrenberg 

Camera Acolyte: Hannah Wilson (GF) 
Crucifer: Charlene Martin (CW) 

Ushers: Phyllis Duarte & Tom Gundershaug 
Sound: Steve Augusto 

Altar Guild: Peggy Moos & Margaret Meyers 
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Katie Howard/Beth Elwood 

Designer Guild: Barbara Warberton & Kathy Girard 
Nursery Care: Payton Christy & Maria Caubat 

Sunday School: Summer Vacation for July & August 
Coffee Hour: Margaret Meyers & Katie Howard 

Counters: Eric Goossens & TBA 
 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude           
(. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn (Stand as able.) Praise the Lord through every nation Hymnal 485 

 
Opening Acclamation   EOW1 
 

  
 
Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues) 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria  Glory to God LEVAS 243 
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The Collect of the Day    

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts 
the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and 
bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus  All are seated.       Candice Gale  
 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 
flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel 
of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush 
was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at 
this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he 
had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, 
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 
and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out 
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of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 
country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 
Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites 
out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God 
on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 
‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus 
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, 
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name 
forever, and this my title for all generations.  (Exodus 3:1-5) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 105:1-6,23-26,45c  Candice Gale  

 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 

23 Israel came into Egypt, * 
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

24 The LORD made his people exceedingly fruitful; * 
he made them stronger than their enemies; 

25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, * 
and dealt unjustly with his servants. 
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26 He sent Moses his servant, * 
and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

45 Hallelujah! 

 
A Reading from The Letter of Paul to the Romans Justin Ehrenberg   
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:9-21) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sequence Hymn   Like the murmur of the doves song   Hymnal 513 

 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew     
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit 
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them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 
for their life? 
 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
(Matthew 16:21-28) 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy
 

Silence 
 

Presider  

Dear Friends in Christ, we have been in companionship with Penny Wilson as our 
Parish Administrator on our journey of faith. Now her time with us as our Parish 
Administrator is drawing to a close, and so we send her forth to continue her journey 
in retirement.  
 

Presider and People  
O Lord, we give thanks for Penny’s time among us as our Parish Administrator and 
for her contribution to our common life. Bless her in her retirement and grant that 
all of us, by drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the 
communion of your saints. All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
Nicene Creed  All stand as able.   BCP p. 358
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation   
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 he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People  Form III           
 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; especially…  
And we pray, 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 



 

10 

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially… and we pray, 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
 

The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven 
and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 
fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness 
to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 
intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and  
ever. Amen.  

 
Confession of Sin              BCP p. 360 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (stand or kneel as able.) 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:   

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Peace   
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The Peace is exchanged. 
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Announcements 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings   All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Offertory Sentence 

 
The Liturgy of the Table 

 

Offertory Anthem Gracious Spirit, give your servants WLAP 782 

 
The Doxology          Praise to God  (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  (Standing)   EOW3    
 

 

 

 

 
 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you 
created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it 
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath 
to humankind. 
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 

(Celebrant and People) 

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S-124 
 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues        

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called 
a people to yourself,  as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and 
led them to a land of promise.  Of your grace, you gave us your son Jesus, to share our 
life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant 
offering.  Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us 
into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 
 had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is 
my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
   

(Celebrant and People) 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Celebrant continues 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may 
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s 
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the 
Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with blessed St. John the Baptist 
and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you 
now and for ever.   
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The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)   
 

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy  will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread  Hymnal S 152 
Celebrant:  

 
People:    

 
 

Fraction Hymn Hymnal S 171 
 

Antiphon: (1st time through, cantor sings then we all sing together once through.  Sing after each verse) 
 

 
 

Cantor: 

1.  The bread which we break, alleluia,  
 is the communion of the body of Christ.   (Antiphon) 
 

2. One body are we, alleluia,  
for though many we share one bread.       (Antiphon) 
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Celebrant continues, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Communion of the People  
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Gluten free host is available. You may receive just the bread or 
the wine or both.  We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not allow intinction 
(dipping) of the bread in the wine.  Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands crossed over your 
heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing. 

 

 Communion Hymn            What wondrous love is this Hymnal 439 

 

 Jesus, remember me Taize V 

 

 
 

Sending Eucharistic Visitors  All together 

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, because we all share one 
bread, one cup. 

 

Post communion Prayer  Standing     
Celebrant:   Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People  

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us 
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our savior.  Amen  

 

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 
the journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
God, who made us, who loves us, and who travels with us, be with you now and  
forever.  Amen.  
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Closing Hymn  Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing Hymnal 344 

 
The Dismissal  
Celebrant:    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. 
People:     Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 

 
Postlude Postlude on “Sicilian Mariners”  by Luke Colbert 
 (All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 

You can also give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play”  Or scan this code:        
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, August 30 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:00 pm, Coffee Hour Celebration for Penny Wilson’s Retirement, Narthex 
 

Tuesday, September 1 
5:30 pm, Soup for the Soul Dinner, Panera Bread 
 

Wednesday, September 2 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room 
 

Friday, September 4 
10:00am, Reception for Colleen Walton, Church Narthex 
 

Sunday, September 6 – Season of Creation Care  
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

Sunday School - Sunday School will officially kick off Sunday, September 13. Please be 
on the lookout for an email to register your child so that we know who may join us from 
week to week. Our Sunday School will now have two separate classrooms separated by 
age. The registration will help us determine the split between the two rooms.  If you 
have questions, please ask Rev. Betsy for further details.  
 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Special Announcement - Join us Today after church as we celebrate the ministry of 
Penny Wilson as our Parish Administrator for 15 years and send her off into a well-
deserved retirement. 
 

Soup for the Soul – Tuesday, September 1 at 5:30 pm.  If you have experienced a loss, 
please join us for a casual dinner at Panera Bread off of Kettleman.  We have dinner 
and friendly discussion and fellowship.  If you have questions, please ask Penny. 
 

Daughters of the King - On Sunday, September 6 We are thrilled to announce the 
formation of new chapter of this religious order for women here at St. John’s. This 
special celebration, which includes both the formal chartering of our chapter and the 
installation of two new Daughters, will take place Sunday, September 6th during our 
9:30 liturgy. A festive reception will follow after the worship service. 
 

Happy Hour Bingo - Friday, September 11 – Starting at 5:00 pm - Let’s Get Ready To 
BINGO! Bring your friends and family to St. John’s Lodi on Friday, September 11 for 
Happy Hour Bingo! If you have any questions, contact Margaret Meyers at 209-327-
2242.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Moms’ Night Out - On Monday, September 28, at 6:30, Rev. Betsy invites moms of 
infants - 12th Grade to join her in the hospitality room for a Moms’ Night Out. This 
will be a space to get to know other moms better and build a support network within 
the church. Light refreshments will be served.  
 

Annual Women’s Retreat October 2 – 4, 2026 - You are invited to join women from all 
over the Diocese for the Annual Women’s Retreat held at ECCO. The retreat will 
include quiet reflection, movement, arts and crafts, wine-tasting, fellowship, prayer 
and rest.  Registration closes September 18. Register at 
HTTPS://ECCOYOSEMITE.ORG/WOMENS-RETREAT-RESGISTRATION/ 
See flyer in your September newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 Vestry Members   
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman, 

Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson 

https://eccoyosemite.org/WOMENS-RETREAT-RESGISTRATION/

