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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist! 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service).  The Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.   

 

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a 
kaleidoscope of different life styles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations, 
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a 
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place 
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith.  We 
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more 
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.  
 

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people[s] upon whose ancestral 
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the 
world. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 
 

Beth Elwood in celebration of her husband, Jim on his birthday, Sept 13 
 

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381. 
 
 
 

Those Who Serve Today 
 

Priest: The Rev. Besty McElroy (Out-Of-Town) 
Presider/Deacon/Preacher: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal 

Choir Director: Steven Weikle  
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert 

Eucharistic Minister: Beth Elwood   
Lectors: Beth Elwood & Margaret Meyers 

Camera Acolyte: Carol Bassett  
Ushers: Diane Elliott 
Sound: Dick Williams 

Altar Guild: Charlene Martin & Jim Reeve 
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): David Deikman/Christina Soria 

Designer Guild: Allison Dooley & Janie Williams 
Nursery Care: Payton Christy & Maria Caubat 

Sunday School: Janie Williams, Justin Ehrenberg, & Stephanie Pilcher 
Coffee Hour: TBA 

Counters: Eric Goossens & Tom Gundershaug 
 
 

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A  
 
 
 

2026 Vestry Members   
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman, 
Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Welcome   The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal 
 
Prelude      
(Copyright 1998 Lorenz Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 

 
Entrance Hymn (Stand as able) Sing Out, Earth and Skies      SOF 153 
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Children Process to Sunday School        Seek ye first Hymnal 711 
 

Opening Sentence:   

Deacon:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  
             Psalm 122:1 
 

Confession of Sin  (stand or kneel as able.) SOC p. 52 
 

Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation.  
 

God of compassion, have mercy upon us. Heal our relationship with all creation. 
Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the creatures who share the earth 
with us. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent for what we have done to harm 
them, and for what we have not done to help them. 

Fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another and for all creatures, 
according to your will and in the fullness of your love; through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer. Amen. 

 BCP p. 80 
The Deacon says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 

Invitatory (All Stand) 
 

Deacon:  Lord, open our lips.  
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Deacon: The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: Come let us adore him.  
 

Jubilate    All together        PCB p.82 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
 Serve the Lord with gladness 
 And come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
 He himself has made us, and we are his; 
 We are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
Go into his courts with praise; 
 Give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
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For the Lord is good; 
His mercy is everlasting; 
 And his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 

All:  The earth is the Lord’s for he made it:  Come let us adore him. 

 
Psalm 114      (All Together) Beth Elwood
    

1 Hallelujah! 
When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Lessons: Reading One    Margaret Meyers  
 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 
them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 
there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 
night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a  
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strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were  
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch 
the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 
may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. 
As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. 
 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the 
Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant 
Moses.  (Exodus 14:19-31) 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 

Canticle 13       A Song of Praise       
   

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
You are worthy of praise, glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 
We will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
 On the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

We will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
 In the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

We will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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Please be seated. 

A Reading from “Reconciliation: Lament and Hope”,  
Victoria Marie                                                           Margaret Meyers 

The Rev. Dr. Victoria Marie (b. 1945) is a Brooklyn-born Canadian scholar working at the intersection 

of social science and spirituality. She is a retired community researcher and current local activist, pastor of 

the inclusive and affirming Our Lady of Guadalupe Tonantzin Community, and co-founder of the 

Vancouver Catholic Worker. 

We seek reconciliation with all life. When we say we believe in the sanctity of all 

life, that includes non-human life: the creatures of the sea and the birds of the air. It 

also included human livelihood. Overriding it all is the desire to follow Jesus’ 

command to love. That is why at the gates of the fossil fuel mega-project we prayed 

for justice for our indigenous brothers and sisters and for industry workers; we 

prayed for the eagle pair evicted from their home. We prayed for the earth and her 

waters. That day, we joined the growing number of people arrested for living into 

reconciliation. Undeterred, and fighting against apathy and despair, our peaceful 

protests will continue. We believe, like Martin Luther King Jr., that ‘the arc of the 

moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice’. So, motivated by gospel faith 

and love, we continue to work to make reconciliation a generally accepted reality. 
 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to all God’s Creation.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Canticle 19  The Song of the Redeemed 
   

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
 surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
 O King of all the ages. 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
 for you only are the holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
 because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Sequence Hymn    Many and great, O God, are thy works                          Hymnal 385 

 

The Gospel   Deacon Greg  
 

Deacon: A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew  
 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
(Matthew 18:21-35) 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon   The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztel 
Silence 
 

The Apostles Creed  (All together)   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Deacon  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Deacon  Let us pray. 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,   
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrage A   

V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.   And grant us your salvation. 

 

V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 

 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 
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V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

 

V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 

 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

 

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day        

O God, because in our ignorance and selfishness we so often fail to care rightly for 
your Creation, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may soften and unite our hearts 
with all living beings who suffer; through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Courage    
Eternal God, the light of all who know you, come and fill our hearts with your love. 
Help us speak when many keep silent, help us stand for what is right when many sit in 
indifference. Increase our faith and charity, until your kingdom comes and heaven and 
earth rejoice in everlasting glory; through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Collect for Mission  BCP p. 100 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People  Form 2 from Season of Creation                   
 

The Leader and People pray responsively.  During the silence after each bidding, the people may offer their own  
prayers, either silently or aloud.   
 

Deacon:  This season we pray with and for God’s whole Creation.  We pray that  
  humanity might learn to love and honor the rest of the natural world, to grieve  
  and turn away from our selfish and destructive acts, and to work together to  
  transform human hearts and human civilizations so that all living beings  
  might flourish.   
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Leader:   Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always. 
 In the beginning, 
People:   God was. 
 

Leader:    Here and now, 
People:   God is. 
 

Leader:    In the future,  
People:   God will be.  
 

Leader:    Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we  
  may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all  
  who work for the good of the planet.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer. 
  

Leader:   Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who  
   dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the  
   places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.  
Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your  
   creatures, and we pray for their well-being.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration  
   and healing, and continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
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People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and  
   appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in conflict.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty,  
   and make us always thankful for the abundance of your blessings. We pray  
   especially for those having anniversaries of birth and marriage. 
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:    Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed,  
   or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures.  
 

Silence  
 

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire  
   or need your presence and help.    
 

Silence  

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer.  
 

Leader:    Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those  
   who have died.  
 

Silence  

Leader:    God, Giver of life,  
People:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Deacon: O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and remembering the 
account that we must give one day, grant that we may be faithful stewards of your 
good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace   
Celebrant: Peace with yourself. 
   Peace with Creation. 
   Peace with one another. 
   The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
The Peace is exchanged. 
 

Announcements, Birthdays and Anniversary’s All together, 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your 
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Anthem The Desert shall rejoice  WLAP 722                                                          

Collection will be taken during Anthem 
 
Please stand. 

Doxology (as gifts and pledges are brought forward) Hymnal 380, verse 3 
 

Concluding Collect         The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal 

O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living 
creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and remembering the 
account that we must give one day, grant that we may be faithful stewards of your 
good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom      All         BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two are three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Deacon:   Let us bless the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
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Concluding Sentence   Deacon Greg BCP p. 102 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen.  Ephesians 3:20,21 

 
Recessional  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Hymnal 376 

Dismissal 

Presider:   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:     Thanks be to God!  

 
Postlude      
(Copyright 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A) 
  

You can give through GIVELIFY app.   If you go to our website: 
www.stjohnsoflodi.org   On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY.  Put 
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and 
what is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). Givelify App is 
available at:   the “App Store” or “Google Play”  Or scan this code:  
       

Announcements 
 

Sunday, September 13 
9:30 am, Morning Prayer, Church 
11:00 am, 2nd Sunday Formation Class, Hospitality Room 
5:00 pm, Men’s BBQ, Church Narthex 
 

Monday, September 14  
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
12:00 pm, Noon Day Prayer, Historic Chapel 
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Rm  
 

Thursday, September 17  
6:00pm, Parkinsons Care Group, Narthex 
 

Friday, September 18  
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service 
 

Saturday, September 19 
6:00pm, Sunset Salon, Chapel Patio 
 

 

 

http://www.stjohnsoflodi.org/
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Sunday, September 20 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
12:00 pm, Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Rm 
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church 
 

Sunday School - Sunday School begins today! Please be on the lookout for an email to 
register your child so that we know who may be joining us from week to week. Our 
Sunday School will now have two separate classrooms separated by age. The 
registration will help us determine the split between the two rooms.  If you have 
questions, please ask Justin Ehrenberg or Barbara Krengel for further details.  
  
Sunday, September 13  – Men’s BBQ at 5pm in the Church Narthex, please see sign up 
at the Ministry table. 
 
Moms’ Night Out - On Monday, September 28, at 6:30, Rev. Betsy invites moms of 
infants - 12th Grade to join her in the hospitality room for a Moms’ Night Out. This 
will be a space to get to know other moms better and build a support network within 
the church. Light refreshments will be served.  
 

Pizza Church Sunday, September 20 at 5:00 pm - Join us the 3rd Sunday of each 
month for “Pizza Church.”  This is a simple, family-friendly service.  It begins at 5:00 
pm with a casual Eucharist followed by a Pizza Dinner at 5:30 pm.  All are welcome!  
Please sign up at the Ministry Table. 
 
The congregation of St. John the Evangelist- proudly invites you to join them in 
celebrating their next chapter... 
By the Grace of God and with the consent of the people The ordination of: 
Nonhlanhla Gugulethu Precious Shezi to the Priesthood in Christ's One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church Saturday, October 17, 2026, at ten o'clock. St John the Evangelist 
in downtown Stocken 316 N. El Dorado, Stocken, CA  
 
Diocesan Council Roles Opening - Delegates to Convention will be electing a lay 
person to both the Standing Committee (advisory committee to the bishop) and the 
Diocesan Council (fiduciary council of the diocese). Rev. Betsy currently serves on the 
Standing Committee and Joey Soria serves on Diocesan Council. Do you or someone 
you know feel called to serve on one of these important committees? If so, please reach 
out to Rev. Betsy for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 



16 

A Sacred Place of Remembrance - A niche in a columbarium is more than a resting place 
for a loved one’s ashes—it is a quiet, holy space where memory, hope, and faith meet. 
Within the life of our church community, it becomes a tangible reminder of the promise 
that in Christ, life is not ended but transformed.  

There are several holy and beautifully tended spaces at St. John’s where families may 
honor those who have entered God’s eternal care. Each location is designed to reflect 
the peace, dignity, and hope of our faith—places where remembrance becomes an act 
of love, and where the promise of resurrection gently meets our grief.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Church Nave | The Chapel | The Memorial Wall | Memorial Rose Garden | 
Memorial Plaques 

This season offers families a meaningful opportunity to make thoughtful, prayerful 

decisions about memorial arrangements. From September 13 – December 31, 2026, all 

remembrance locations will remain at current pricing. Available niches and memorial 

options are displayed near the ministry table, where you’ll also find diagram flyers, 

pricing, and Columbarium Applications for your convenience.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

For more information about a resting place for your loved ones, please contact Beth 

Elwood or Karen Olds. 
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