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Welcome to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist!

This bulletin will guide you through the liturgy (worship service). The Book of Common Prayer
(BCP) and The Hymnal 1982 are used throughout this service.

We are a school for transformation, as we seek to become a more diverse community of people, a
kaleidoscope of different lifestyles, ages, ethnic and religious backgrounds, sexual orientations,
financial circumstances and more. We invite all who seek God and wish to explore being part of a
Christian congregation to our table and into our fellowship. We welcome those seeking a safe place
for the expression of personal spiritual practices, ideas, politics, questions, doubts -- and faith. We
also confess that as a community we are not perfected in love. However, we seek to become more
fully loving and to accept all who wish to join this journey.

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok peoples upon whose ancestral
homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength of all our indigenous siblings around the
world.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by:

Beth & Jim Elwood in loving memory of Jim’s mother Mary Elwood & Beth’s father Darwin Lindsley
& her brother in law, David Ferry.

If you would like to donate flowers, please contact the church office at 369-3381.

Those Who Serve Today

Celebrant Preacher/: The Rev. Betsy McElroy (B)
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Greg Masztal
Choir Director: Steven Weikle
Pianist/Organist: Luke Colbert
Eucharistic Ministers: Anne Reeve (CW) & Candice Gale (CJ)
Lectors: Carol Foote & Candice Gale
Camera Acolyte: Fran Bott (GF)
Crucifer: Beth Elwood (CW)
Ushers: Carol Foote & Jerry Herrmann
Sound: Steve Augusto
Altar Guild: Aleathea Langone, & Stuart Krengel
Vestry Open/Close (Announcements): Rosemary Cress/Beth Elwood
Designer Guild: Ejae Perry & Mandi Sager
Nursery Care: Payton Christy & Maria Caubat
Sunday School: Aleathea Langone, & Carol Bassett
Coffee Hour: Robert & Diane Elliot
Counters: Joe Soria & Beth Elwood

Copyright: All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573A



The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude

(Lorenz Publishing Co., 2008. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

Entrance Hymn (Stand as avle.) Earth and All Stars Hymnal 412

Opening Acclamation SOC p. 48

Presider:  Blessed be the One who creates all things.
People: The Holy One’s love is new every morning.

Collect for Purity (Celebrant continues)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise (Al stand) All Creatures of our God and King Hymnal 400
(Vs.1,5 & 7 only)

Collect of the Day

Celebrant: ~ God be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant
us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become
partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Children Process to Sunday School  Seck ye first Hymnal 711



A Reading from the Book of Exodus Al are seated. Carol Foote

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the
LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
statf with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you
on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying,

“Is the LORD among us or not?”
(Exodus 17:1-7)

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to all God’s Creation.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Candice Gale

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls.

14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.
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15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers.

Candice Gale

A Reading from Hope is Here! Spiritual Practices for Pursuing
Justice and Beloved Community, Luther Smith Jr.

The Rev. Dr. Luther E. Smith Jr. is Professor Emeritus of Church and Community, Candler School of Theology, Emory
University. He is the author and editor of influential books on Howard Thurman, Christian community, and spiritual
practices.

I hear people’s anxiety about the present and future state of the world... All
this has led many to feel and say, “The times have never been this bad!”
Although I understand how people come to this conclusion, I also know that
every generation has faced crises that threatened to rip apart their personal,
social, and political foundations... We insult our ancestors by exclaiming that
we are overwhelmed and incapacitated because we live in the worst of times.
This is our season! This is our time! We cannot use the increased complexity of
our times and lives as an excuse to withdraw from our distinctive challenges.
Every generation has dealt with confusing new realities that led to bewildering
circumstances. Every generation has had the challenges and opportunities to
embrace the work of hope.

This is our time! This is our season! Hope is here to enliven us to life and the practices
of justice and beloved community...

Each one of us can be a sign of hope for this and future seasons.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to all God’s Creation.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Father eternal, Ruler of creation (V 1-2) Hymnal 573



A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority
I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say to us, "Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed
his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him.” (Matthew 21:23-32)

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Betsy McElroy

Silence



Nicene Creed Al stand as able. BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People Form 2 from Season of Creation Carol Foote

The Leader and People pray responsively. During the silence after each bidding, the people may offer their own
prayers, either silently or aloud.

Presider:

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:
People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:
People:

Leader:

This season we pray with and for God’s whole Creation. We pray that
humanity might learn to love and honor the rest of the natural world, to grieve
and turn away from our selfish and destructive acts, and to work together to
transform human hearts and human civilizations so that all living beings
might flourish.

Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.
In the beginning,
God was.

Here and now,
God is.

In the future,
God will be.

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we
may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all
who work for the good of the planet.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who
dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the
places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your
creatures, and we pray for their well-being.
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Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Silence

Leader:

People:

Leader:

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration
and healing, and continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and
appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in conflict.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty,
and make us always thankful for the abundance of your blessings. We pray
especially for those having anniversaries of birth and marriage.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed,
or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire
or need your presence and help.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those
who have died.



Silence
Leader: God, Giver of life,
People: Hear our prayer.

Presider: O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living
creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and remembering the
account that we must give one day, grant that we may be faithful stewards of your
good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin (stand or kneel as able.) SOC p. 52
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation.

God of compassion, have mercy upon us. Heal our relationship with all creation.
Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the creatures who share the earth
with us. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent for what we have done to harm
them, and for what we have not done to help them.

Fill us with your Spirit, that we may care for one another and for all creatures,
according to your will and in the fullness of your love; through Jesus Christ our
Redeemer. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the Absolution:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: Peace with yourself.
Peace with Creation.
Peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be always with you.

People: ~ And also with you.
The Peace is exchanged.

Announcements

A Prayer For Blessings Al together,

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

10



Offertory Sentence

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Anthem Joyfully Sing ! Arr. Allen Pote
The Doxology Praise to God (vs. 3 only) Hymnal 380
The Great Thanksgiving (stnding) Eucharistic Prayer C - Dialogic

Celebrant: May God be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: ~ We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  Itisright to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast
expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile
earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the
capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your creation. But
we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of
your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you
in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
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Sanctus (Celebrant and People)
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he
was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection
as we await the day of his coming.

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior.
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Sanctify us also and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; for
pardon only and not for renewal.

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  (taditional) BCP p. 364

Celebrant: And now as our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: This is Living Bread, given for all Creation.
People: All who eat this bread share in Christ’s Body
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Fraction Hymn The disciples knew the Lord Jesus WLAP 877

Choir/Cantor
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Celebrant continues,
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Please form one line in the center aisle, and two wine stations.
Please come forward immediately to receive communion. Gluten free hosts are available. You may receive just
the bread or the wine or both. We offer the chalice to drink from, but due to practical considerations, do not
allow intinction (dipping) of the bread in the wine. Thank you for your understanding. Please place hands
crossed over your heart if you wish to receive communion in one kind, or a blessing.
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Communion Hymns One bread, One body LEVAS 151
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Sending Eucharistic Visitors Al together

In the name of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, we send you forth bearing
these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

Postcommunion Prayer stunding SOC p. 43

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God,
that the gifts of your Spirit may work

in us and renew the face of the earth.

May we be one with you

so that our work is yours

and your work is ours.

Lead us to transform our lives

to reflect your glory in Creation;

through Jesus Christ our Savior

who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people.

May God light in us a holy fire: Light a fire that is worthy of our ancestors. Light a fire
that is worthy of our children. Light a fire that is worthy of our fathers. Light a fire that
is worthy of our mothers. Light a fire that is worthy of God. Now let us go in peace,
lighting a holy fire wherever we go. Amen.

Closing Hymn Jesus Shall Reign where’er the sun Hymnal 544

The Dismissal

Deacon: ~ Go in peace to love and serve God’s Creation.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

(Lorenz Publishing Co, 1998. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-706573-A)

You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click on GIVELIFY. Put
in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the amount of your gift and
what it is for, i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc. Givelify App is
available at: the “App Store” or “Google Play Or scan this code: E*hE]
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Announcements

Calendar

Wednesday, September 30
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church

Sunday, October 04
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Blessing of the Animals, Church

Wednesday, October 07

11am Bibe Study, Chapel

12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church

Thursday, October 08
2:30 pm, LCOH meeting

Saturday, October 10
4:15 pm Salvation Army dinner

Join us every Wednesday at 12 Noon for Noon-Day Prayer in the Chapel.

Lions and Tigers and Bears, and horses, dogs, cats, and tarantulas? Oh my!

The Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi is next Sunday, October 4. To celebrate, we invite
you to bring your well-behaved pets to our regular 9:30 am service, during which we
will give them a blessing in the spirit of St. Francis and his great love of all creatures
great and small. With animals worshiping among us, if you have allergies, we suggest
you bring along a mask to help keep the dander from entering your system. If you do
not want to bring your pet with you, please bring a photo (smart phone photos also
work). I've heard, there may be a few of our larger animals observing from the West
Patio!

Bible Study Returns - Wednesday, October 7th at 11:00am in the Historic Chapel. This
lay lead study will focus on the scriptures for the upcoming Sunday. It will be held
every Wednesday from 11:00 - 11:50. We will finish in time for those who want to attend
Noonday Prayer. There is no cost, and all are welcome.
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Sunday School - We are still registering children so that we know who may be joining
us from week to week. Our Sunday School now has two separate classrooms separated
by age. The registration will help us determine the split between the two rooms. If you
have questions, please ask Justin Ehrenberg or Barbara Krengel for further details.

Moms’ Night Out - On Monday, September 28, at 6:30, Rev. Betsy invites moms of
infants - 12th Grade to join her in the hospitality room for a Moms” Night Out. This
will be a space to get to know other moms better and build a support network within
the church. Light refreshments will be served.

The congregation of St. John the Evangelist- proudly invites you to join them in
celebrating their next chapter...

By the Grace of God and with the consent of the people The ordination of:

Nonhlanhla Gugulethu Precious Shezi to the Priesthood in Christ's One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church, Saturday, October 17, 2026, at ten o'clock. St John the Evangelist
in downtown Stockton 316 N. El Dorado St., Stockton, CA.

Diocesan Council Roles Opening - Delegates to Convention will be electing a lay
person to both the Standing Committee (advisory committee to the bishop) and the
Diocesan Council (fiduciary council of the diocese). Rev. Betsy currently serves on the
Standing Committee and Joey Soria serves on Diocesan Council. Do you or someone
you know feel called to serve on one of these important committees? If so, please reach
out to Rev. Betsy for more information.

Bring on the Plastics! Plastic collection has begun again at St. John’s. Through an
effort led by Jennifer Glass of the Stockton Lyons Club, donations of clean, dry stretchy
plastics are repurposed into attractive durable benches. Deposit plastics in the bin at
the back of the narthex. You can find a list of yes and no plastics on the church
fellowship table. Any questions? Contact Barbara Krengel or Charlene Martin
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A Sacred Place of Remembrance - A niche in a columbarium is more than a resting place
for a loved one’s ashes —it is a quiet, holy space where memory, hope, and faith meet.
Within the life of our church community, it becomes a tangible reminder of the promise
that in Christ, life is not ended but transformed.

There are several holy and beautifully tended spaces at St. John’s where families may
honor those who have entered God’s eternal care. Each location is designed to reflect
the peace, dignity, and hope of our faith — places where remembrance becomes an act
of love, and where the promise of resurrection gently meets our grief.

The Church Nave | The Chapel | The Memorial Wall | Memorial Garden
| Memorial Plaques

This season offers families a meaningful opportunity to make thoughtful, prayerful
decisions about memorial arrangements. From September 13 - December 31, 2026, all
remembrance locations will remain at current pricing. Available niches and memorial
options are displayed near the ministry table, where you'll also find diagram flyers,
pricing, and Columbarium Applications for your convenience.

For more information about a resting place for your loved ones, please contact Beth
Elwood or Karen Olds.

2026 Vestry Members
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden; Rosemary Cress, David Diekman,
Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, Bob Gorczyca, Katie Howard, Christina Soria & Dani Wilson
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