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Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

From Your Senior Warden
Worship
Holy Eucharist
Every Sunday
9:30 am

Special Events
Vestry Meeting
Tuesday, May 10
6:00 pm
Men’s &
Ladies BBQ
Sunday, May 15
5:00 pm
Soul Kitchen
Friday, May 27
5:30 pm
Creation Care
Sunday
Sunday, May 29
9:30 am
Memorial Day
Monday, May 30
Office Closed

The Episcopal Church has a legacy of inclusion, aspiring to tell and
exemplify God’s love for every human being. Despite different
world views or walks of life, we are called to be the light of Jesus.
As we reflect the light of Jesus, we are to bring our best to all
relationships, to the world and those in our immediate orbit.
Called to be … your vestry has voted to once again be a sponsor of
the 2nd Annual Lodi PRIDE Festival, hosted by A New Lodi. We
believe that God loves all – no exceptions. The 2nd Annual Lodi
PRIDE Festival takes place on Saturday, June 4th at High Water
Brewing in Lodi. We are pleased to participate thanks to a
parishioner’s generous donation.
All are welcome … St. John’s will have premiere booth placement
and your clergy and vestry invite St. John’s parishioners to
represent our church community in our booth, and to enjoy the
events of the day – games, performances, speakers including City
of Lodi leaders, and more! The more that’s invested in our
community, the more spirits we can uplift. This creates a happier
Lodi and stimulates relationships in the city. In the depths of our
relationships, we reflect Jesus’ love and light.
Your vestry believes we are called to be. To do with others, that
we do between ourselves—Love All as Christ Loves Us!

See the top of page 8 for more information.

Rector Reflections
Rector Reflection
By Fr. Peter
Before going to seminary, I had to meet with the Standing Committee in the Diocese of Los Angeles one last time. Along with other men and women discerning calls
to ordained ministry, throughout the morning I entered into three separate interview spaces each with three lay or ordained members of The Standing Committee to
answer questions.
In the last room was a priest named Diane, who now serves The
Episcopal Church as a bishop. Her question is one of the few from that day that I
still remember. “For you, Peter,” she asked, “living the life of the ordained, what is
the cost?”
“What is the cost?” As I reflect on this question today, I would add to my answer,
the cost includes my remaining calm when change is called for in a parish, because
it is often our desire to resist change. However, Easter Season allows us to understand that change, especially God breathed and guided, is central to the church remaining vital and alive.
The Gospel readings after Easter Sunday illustrate this fact. Jesus, as the disciples
knew him, is gone. The tomb is empty. What do the they do? They remain hidden in
an upper room. They do not immediately carry on any tasks. They were followers,
and their leader has vanished. What to do?
In another reading the same disciples go all in to old-old ways when they,
through Peter, decide to take up their former vocations again and go fishing!
Where would our churches be today if left solely up to human choice? Might we
people of faith quietly gather in small rooms? Would we get up on Sunday mornings and go out to sea with our nets and fishing poles? As we can see from these two
Easter Season examples, up to our own devices we retreat to comfortable areas of
our lives. But God calls us to be vitally alive in the world today, and God provides
the way.
In both examples, Jesus shows up. Through these appearances, gifts of discernment are provided that ultimately lead Jesus’ followers to
continue God’s mission in a new way. The mission changes with the
resurrection, and by following the risen Christ, the disciples adapt. When change is
upon us we can adapt.
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Rector Reflections
We are in a season of change in the church, in a more noticeable way than usual.
Yet, even post pandemic with less people joining in worship, we can still move as a
faith community in the way exampled for us in scripture; allow God to guide us.
Over two years ago I was called to help us to grow, serve, and thrive. I still believe
that is why I was called to St. John’s. Deacon Tom has been a blessing, whose
ministry as a vocational deacon has helped us to move into the community, and for
that I am grateful. Yet, there is more for us to do if we are to grow and thrive.
The vestry joins me in our actions this year as we continually face the fact that we
are not the same type of church community as yesterday, nor is it helpful to pretend
that we are anything more than who we are, represented by the people and age
groups here now. Facing this reality may feel uncomfortable, and help us imagine
what the eleven disciples experienced in their immediate post resurrection time. As
scripture shows us, God will bless us in our efforts as long as we keep God in our
midst.
As we move forward and navigate this new season together, we will do our best
to live our faith follow God, and be open to change. My call hear includes helping us
adapt to our times. As an authentic parish, serving within our abilities, we can
attract new members, incorporate them and their ideas into our parish, and
ultimately grow and thrive. Other clergy specialize in a version of “moving deck
chairs around on a slowly sinking ship,” so that members remain comfortable as the
institution slowly fades. That latter way of leadership, like disciples returning to
fishing because “that is what we did for a long time,” but does not enhance the kingdom,” is not my call.
As those disciples show us in Easter Gospel readings, all will be well if we look to
God, beyond ourselves and preferences. This reflection leaves us to answer the
question that The Right Reverend Diane Bruce once asked of me, “What is the cost?”
What is the cost if we turn together toward God, place God first, and adapt? What is
the cost if we just do what we like even though it does not bring growth?
As we look to all the changes that our Easter Gospels bring us, remember we are
invited into that life. Follow God! If not, what is the cost?
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May Calendar
Sunday, May 1
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am , Holy Eucharist, Church
Monday, Tuesday & Saturday, May 2, 10, 14 & 24
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service
Friday & Saturday, May 6 & 7—Fr. Peter gone to Diocese Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 7
Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up at Church
Sunday, May 8—Happy Mother’s Day
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Tuesday, May 10
6:00 pm, Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room
Saturday, May 14—Altar Guild and Designer Guild Set up at Church
11:00 am, Tommy Bandelin’s Funeral Service, Chapel
Sunday, May 15
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
5:00 pm, Men’s BBQ
Thursday, May 19
4:00 pm, Beyond Bias Team Meeting, Hospitality Room
Fr. Peter – Continuing Education Days May 20 - 26
Saturday, May 21—Altar & Designers Guild Set Up
Sunday, May 22
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
Wednesday, May 25
12:00 noon, Monthly Newsletter Deadline
Friday, May 27
5:00 pm, Soul Kitchen Dinner, Church Narthex & Kitchen
Deacon Tom Out of Town – May 28-31
Saturday, May 28—Altar & Designers Guild Set Up
Sunday, May 29
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist – Creation Care Sunday
Monday, May 30

All day Happy Memorial Day – Office Closed
May 2022

Page 4

Opportunities to Serve
Soul Kitchen Dinner—Friday, May 27 at 5:00 pm
It’s so good to be back! Our monthly "Soul Kitchen" dinner takes
place the last Friday of each month. This FREE dinner is served from 5:00-7:00 pm.
We have regulars from our local community that attend the last Friday of each month.
This is a great way to reach out to our community and help others. Please join us. If
you have any questions, contact Kathy Girard or Karen Kuykendall.

Hospitality Team Looking for Members
If you are interested in helping in events like: Soul Kitchen, Lenten Soup Suppers,
Pancake Supper & Special Events and Fundraisers! Your help would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Kathy Girard at 209-598-4124

Coffee Hour Host
With the return of our coffee hour, help would be greatly appreciated. If you are
interested in helping with this easy and rewarding activity, please reach out to
Kathy Girard or the Church office. A sign up is available each Sunday on the
reception table. Thank you!

Buildings & Grounds Committee
Our Buildings and Grounds Committee has brought back the “fix it request forms.”
They are located on the long ministry table in the back of the church. If you fill them
out and deposit them in the basket next to them, Diana Christy and her team will
process the repair requests to the appropriate oversight person. If you are interested
in being a part of this team, please contact Diana Christy (209-329-6913 or
diana.christy.dc@gmail.com) or sign up at the Ministry Table to express your interest
and/or receive information.

Salvation Army Dinner Service
St. John's serves dinner the first Monday, second Tuesday and Saturday and
fourth Tuesday each month. Serving dinner is an hour commitment arriving
at 4:15 pm and is filled with lots of gratitude and smiles by those who come to be
nourished. Volunteers must wear closed toe shoes when serving meals. All volunteers
who serve dinner at the Salvation Army's Hope Harbor must wear masks. Volunteers
are responsible for supplying their own masks. If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Kelly and/or Karen Olds.
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Classes, Clubs and Meetings
Men’s BBQ
The men of St. John’s will gather on Sunday, May 15, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.
Please mark your calendar and sign up at the Ministry Table if plan to
attend. Please join them as they enjoy great food and fellowship!

The Casual Return of Choir
Casual choir meets Sunday mornings at 8:45a for a 9:00am rehearsal.
We will prepare our hymnals and sing through the hymns for that day
Sunday. Thank you, Steven Weikle.

Creation Care: A Bright Idea
Our choices of light bulbs have an impact on the environment, and LED (lightemitting diode) light bulbs have definite advantages. Although they cost more than
incandescent or CFL (compact fluorescent lamp) bulbs, they don’t contain any
mercury (as CLFs do) and require less energy to operate. According to a government
website, this type of bulb is “today's most energy-efficient and rapidly-developing
lighting technology. Quality LED light bulbs last longer, are more durable, and offer
comparable or better light quality than other types of lighting.” LEDs emit very little
heat in comparison to incandescent bulbs, which release 90% of their energy as heat,
and CFLs, which release about 80% of their energy as heat. As for longevity, a good
quality LED bulb can last 3 to 5 times longer than a CFL and 30 times longer than an
incandescent bulb. Some of the bulbs in our sanctuary are now LEDs,
but due to the high cost of the very large LEDs that would be needed in
the ceiling ($150 per bulb) and the cost of necessary retrofitting of the
sockets that hold them, our church has not yet been able to exchange all
bulbs for LEDs. However, in our homes we can more easily make the
change – another way to care for creation.

Beyond Bias News
Mission: JOY—More Joy! Responding to the call for another opportunity to see this
wonderful film featuring Bishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama, St. John's Beyond Bias Team is collaborating with the Lodi Public Library to show the film in their
Community Room on Saturday, May 7, at 10:30 AM. There is no charge for the
film. Don't miss this engaging profile of these two remarkable men and their deep
friendship. Nourishment for the soul. The Lodi Public Library is located at 201 W.
Locust Street. The Rev'd Deacon Tom Hampson
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Page 6

Sunday Worship & Giving
Sunday Eucharist at 9:30 am
Each Sunday at 9:30 am – Join us in person or watch us on our Facebook Page at 9:30
a.m. (Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, Lodi California Facebook Page).
Sometime after the service we will make sure that the recording is put onto YouTube
for those who wish to watch it there later. (Facebook Link: (www.facebook.com/
stjojnslodi). Remember, we have Sunday School available for the young ones.

Donations and Giving Through St. John’s
God takes our treasure and puts it to good. Financial support of your parish is an important component to membership in the Episcopal Church. Whether as an ongoing
pledge or a donation in a moment of thanksgiving, you may donate via the GIVELIFY
app (an online link is available on our website: www.stjohnsoflodi.org on the right
side of the page. Put in Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist and indicate the
amount of your gift and what is for, i.e. pledge, Easter Gift, rector/deacon
discretionary, other, etc.).

We are grateful for these donors whose gifts adorn our worship
May 1

Jacki Lauchland Shaw and sisters in loving memory of their parents, Jack and Charlyn
Lauchland on their wedding anniversary, May 5.

May 8

Jim and Anne Reeve in loving memory of their son, John for his birthday, May 7.

May 8

Blessing to all for Mother’s Day.

May 15

Patricia Fehling in loving memory of her mother, Lenora Lambert.

May 22

Jim and Anne Reeve in loving memory of Jim’s father, Roger Reeve For his birthday,
May 22.

May 29

Roxy and Steve Woodard in honor of their wedding anniversary, May 27.

May 29

Dick and Janie Williams in loving memory of her mother, Maxine Christesen for her
birthday on May 28.

If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving, please call the parish office at 369-3381.

May 2
May 4
May 5
May 6

Diana Christy
Sharon Farnsworth
Perry George
Greg Wilson

May 13 Marilyn Cook
May 17 John Nieman
May 18 Barbara
Warburton
May 23 Sylvia Augusto
May 24 Kelly Olds

May 8 Melanie & Clifford Geist
May 26 Roxy & Steve Woodard

Local & Diocesan News
Look What’s Coming in June!
Lodi Pride Day 2022, Saturday, June 4 - You’re invited!
With the endorsement of the Vestry at their April 12 meeting, St. John’s will once again be a
cosponsor of this year’s Lodi Pride Day sponsored by A New Lodi to be held on Saturday,
June 4, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at Highwater Brewing, 927 Industrial Way in Lodi.
St. John’s will have a display table at the event and needs volunteers to help staff the table throughout
the day. Please be in contact with Deacon Tom, if you can give an hour or so to help staff the table
(please indicate hour(s) you could serve). It’s fun!
Pride Day is a family-friendly event with kids activities, good food, and great music. Pride
Day provides a unique opportunity to reach out with love to a community that all too often
encounters rejection and judgment from the church community. Join us!

Immigration Month is Coming!
SJRAISE, the Diocesan Immigration Commission, will again be sponsoring
Immigration Month this spring focused on immigrant and refugee voices in our midst. On
four successive Wednesdays (6:30 - 8:00 PM) members of some of the diverse immigrant
communities in our midst will be sharing their experience of being immigrants in the San
Joaquin Valley.
May 25: Afghan Voices
June 1: DACA Voices

June 8: Asian Voices
June 15: Voices of African descent

All sessions will be be from 6:30 to 8:00 PM via Zoom. We hope you will join us During the
exciting opportunity to learn about the rich tapestry that is our central valley! To receive the
Zoom link for these sessions please register on the diocesan
website: diosanjoaquin.org/immigrationmonth
SJRAISE has also produced a resource for daily reflection on the struggles of immigrants and
refugees. You can download it here. Finally, at the conclusion of the month’s activities we
will be inviting people to contribute to the work of SJRAISE and our partners: Faith in the
Valley, Episcopal Migration Ministries, and Episcopal Relief and Development. Funds gathered will be divided equally between them. Thanks in advance for your generous support.

The Diocesan Shop is Open
If you want to purchase a t-shirt, reusable coffee mug, or a signed copy of the recently selfpublished book signed by our Bishop and Canon, you may find those and other items at the
new EDSJ diocesan online store: www.diosanjoaquin.org/shop
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