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Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive. 

July 2023 

From The Beyond Bias Team  
 

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist  
is honored to invite couples in the Lodi/Stockton area   

to joyfully reaffirm their marriage vows   
on Saturday, July 8, 2023, 2-4 pm, at the church  

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Rd., Lodi 
  

Reception will follow the ceremony.  
¶ All legally -married couples ð straight, gay, lesbian, trans,  

queer, NB, and 2-S ð are welcome to participate in the  
ceremony 

¶ You do not have to be a member of any church 
 

¶ Itõs free! Pre-registration is required for couples wishing to re-
new their vows ð deadline Sunday, July 2, 2023. 

  
The registration form is here: https://forms.gle/p7i2SVB9pqyrsZXG7   
 

Family and friends are welcome (no pre-registration needed). The 
ceremony will also be livestreamed on our Facebook page and 
posted afterwards on our YouTube channel, so family and friends 
who are unable to be present can share your celebration. 
  

If youõre married, come renew your own vows! 
Come share in the celebration even if youõre not renewing vows! 

  

And please, share this invitation with your friends and on social 
media, and letõs make this a great event for the whole  
community.  

  

Questions? Contact the church office 209-369-3381 
or stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net 

https://forms.gle/p7i2SVB9pqyrsZXG7
mailto:stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net
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From The Deaconôs Desk 

Greetings friends, 
 
As I write this reflection near the end of June, Beth Elwood and I are heading up to 
the Episcopal Conference Center in Oakhurst (ECCO) for a two-day workshop on La-
tino Ministry led by Padre Nelson Serrano -Poveda, the Latino Missioner for our Dio-
cese.  Leaders from across the Diocese will be coming together to learn more about 
ways we can be more welcoming and hospitable to this diverse community.  Accord-
ing to the U.S. census, Latinos make up 39.5 percent of the population of Lodi.  As we 
continue to look for ways to increase our numbers and widen our ministry, enhancing 
our knowledge about and connections to this community will be key.  More to come.  
 

At the beginning of July we will be bidding òBon Voyageó to Holly Wilson as she 
makes her way to Maryland as one of our Dioceseõs delegates to the Episcopal Youth 
Event, July 4-8.  Itõs going to be an amazing experience, drawing young leaders ages 
15-19 from across the church and around the world who will assemble on the  
University of Maryland campus to learn, laugh, and worship together.  It is the second 
largest event the Episcopal Church hosts, with some 1500 youth and their leaders in 
attendance.  To learn more about this amazing event, see https://
eye.episcopalchurch.org/en/ .  Holly is going to have some great stories to share on 
her return.  
 

July is, of course, a month of celebrations - 4th of July parades, BBQs, family reunions, 
vacations.  I pray you find some time for celebrating the many blessings we enjoy as a 
nation, as a congregation, as a family of faith in this wonderfully diverse part of the 
Jesus Movement called the Episcopal Church. 
 

Speaking of vacations, Hennie and I will be on the road from July 16 (leaving after 
Church  services) to July 28. 
 

Finally, a reminder that on August 5th at 10:00 AM,  there will be a Celebration of Life 
for Doug Wied, a longtime member of our parish.  Fr. Rick Matters, former Rector at 
St. Johnõs and well known to many of you, will be presiding. 
 
Blessings friends, 
 
Deacon Tom 

https://eye.episcopalchurch.org/en/
https://eye.episcopalchurch.org/en/
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