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Tuesday, November 11
Office Closed
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Pizza Church
Sunday, November 16
5:00 pm

Christmas Bazaar

Saturday, November 22 Join us 10:00 am to 3:00 pm!
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Rector Reflections

Dear friends in Christ,

As we enter November, we are reminded to . Te I-l 0 Ut
live in gratitude for the blessings in our lives. . My SO U I.

As you now know, our annual stewardship campaign this year is “Tell Out My
Soul.” Through it, we hope that you are sharing your stories with one another about
how the Spirit has moved or is moving in your life.

We all have stories, moments where the Spirit tugged at our soul letting us know
that there is a promised land, even if we cannot see it. They might be glimmers,
small things that sparkle like a speck of glitter left on the floor. Other times they
may sit so large like a magnificent mountain before us.

Sometimes stories are joyful through and through. And then, there are stories that
start in the darkness where the light can be difficult to find. Then we see it. We
notice the light and it begins to grow.

These are all “Tell Out My Soul” moments. And we want to hear them. Your story
might be the one that sparkles that light in someone else’s heart.

As a part of this process, throughout the month of November, I invite you to draw a
small picture, or write words, short phrases, or a small note that offers your story
up in gratitude and thanksgiving. We will use window markers on our windows
that face the chapel so that everyone can take part in sharing and viewing these
amazing stories.

Look for mine . . . my story of the Spirit is YOU. I knew from the moment I met you
that the Spirit was calling us to be together at this stage of St. John's journey. Not
every day is easy, but there has never been a doubt. As we start this month, we have
been together two years. Look at all we’ve done together - and we have so much
more ahead of us. Keep your eyes out . . . because we are surrounded in glitter right
now with glimmers of the Spirit all around us.

' L : " x »

In gratitude for each of you, LR ‘

Rev. Betsy

\ oh
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Mark Your Calendar

Visit to Murray Creek Labyrinth Outside San Andreas
Saturday, November 15

Labyrinths are ancient installations for meditation, prayer and symbolic pilgrimage.
Various of folks at St John's have been talking about the possibility of creating a
labyrinth in the grassy area in front of the church. In order to move the discussion
forward, a group of us are going to visit one of the nearby labyrinths with a St. John's
connection, located outside San Andreas, in the California Mother Lode.

Robert Elliott has volunteered to lead a group from St John’s to visit the Murray Creek
labyrinth, a rock labyrinth created in 1988 by Bob and Ann Elliott, who attended St.
John's between 1955 and 1975. The labyrinth is located on the Elliott family property,
next to the property of Aleathea Langone's mom (Ann Guirao) on Murraydale Lane,
about 3 miles northeast of San Andreas. For more information about this labyrinth
and its history and symbolism, go to: http:/ /www.murraycreek.net/labyrinth/
index.html .

In consultation with Rev. Betsy, Andee and Aleathea, we've selected Saturday,
November 15 for a visit and guided walk of the labyrinth. The plan is for interested
folks to meet up at St John’s at 9am that day, then carpool to the labyrinth, taking as
many cars as needed. It's about 40 miles east Lodi and takes a bit more than an hour
to get there. The last mile is dirt road and fairly bumpy. We can park either at the
Elliott family's property, which is about a quarter of a mile walk from the labyrinth, or
at Aleathea’s mom’s property, which is closer but is reached by a somewhat rickety
bridge. (Aleathea is coordinating this with her mom.) Sturdy shoes are recommended,
and perhaps a walking stick/trekking pole and a bottle of water. The visit should take
about an hour or so, and if folks want we could stop for an early lunch in San Andreas
or Burson on the way back.

If you are interested in joining, please phone the Church office at 209-369-3381. If you
have questions, email Robert Elliott at -
fac0029@gmail.com .

Page 3


http://www.murraycreek.net/labyrinth/index.html
http://www.murraycreek.net/labyrinth/index.html

From Your Senior Warden

CHRISTMAS

BAZAAR

As we ready for our Inaugural Christmas Bazaar, I've been heartened by the

number of people who have shared warm memories of many festive events that are
touchstones in St. John's history. In fact, I've hesitated to even call the November 22
event "inaugural" since something similar surely took place before my time here. It’s
really been a joy to hear the stories of the past while we prepare for a fresh take in 2025.

This year’s November 22 bazaar is designed to be a prelude to what we envision
to be a larger, more community-oriented event next year. Plans are in place to gather a
committee for the bazaar at the end of January, and we will invite vendors selling an
array of products to expand the holiday shopping experience. As we promote the event
through 2026, please let us know of friends, family or others who may wish to
participate.

And, on the topic of participation, it's been particularly fun to hear the many people
already planning to knit, sew, paint, crochet, carve, can, and photograph in anticipation
of contributing items for next year. This really has revealed a big cache of creativity in
this congregation.

NOVEMBER 22,2025
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From Your Senior Warden

This warm, inviting fundraiser will be a wonderful way to usher in Christmas.
Doors open at 10 am and close at 3 pm.

You can expect to find:

 ont

Live music
Baked goodies for sale

A book nook
Refreshments

Holiday decor
Gift baskets for sale
Art items
Jewelry
Home and table decor
Kitchenware
Hand-crafted items such as scarves, slippers, purses, and wine bags
Hot cocoa kits
Plants and florals A

Gnomes! o

Many, many thanks to all of you who have donated items to get us started. We are
touched by your generosity and creativity.

Grace and peace,

Fran Bott
Senior Warden
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Stewardship & Capital Campaigns

Tell Out
My Soul

Stewardship Updates

Thank you for continuing to discern pledging to both our Annual Fall Pledge Cam-
paign, Tell Out My Soul and our Renewal Capital Campaign, See! I am doing a new
thing. Now it springs forth.

Tell Out My Soul: We invite every member to support the mission of the church with
a financial gift. Pledging is the primary method for funding the church’s operating
budget for the following year. As an annual pledge relates to the church’s operating
expenses, donors often pay for it from their annual income.

Please consider pledging on or before November 23, 2025 when we will gather to
bless and celebrate our gifts.

See! I Am Doing a New Thing. Now It Springs Forth: Our RENEWAL Capital Cam-
paign supports a larger need and objective beyond the scope of our operating budget.
Pledges to a capital campaign can be made in one payment or paid over a multi-year
payment period. Funds are specifically directed for pre-determined needs for the long
-term benefit of the church and cannot be used for our operating budget. Capital
campaign donations are typically in addition to an individual or family’s annual con-
tribution and are sometimes paid out of one’s investments or other assets.

Please consider pledging on or before February 1, 2026 for gifts to be received by De-
cember 2025, December 2026, December 2027 or January 31, 2028.

Together, with hearts overflowing in gratitude, let us unite for the glory of God and
the flourishing of His church. Let us build, renew, and rejoice — together.
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Stewardship Campaign

Stewardship Updates, cont.

Mark Your Calendars for an All-Parish Celebration Potluck Lunch

Join us for an All-Parish Celebration Potluck Lunch on Sunday, November 23rd immedi-
ately following our worship service. If you are able, we’d love to have you bring a dish to
share! Sign-up sheets for food and clean-up crew are located on the table next to our
“Pledging Tree” at the south entrance. Please bring a dish according to your last name as
follows -

Last Names A - G: Main Dish
Examples: Chili, Casserole, Soup, Spaghetti, Meat, Mac-Cheese

Last Names H - N: Dessert
Examples: Bars, Cookies, Cupcakes

Last Names O - U: Salad or Bread
Examples: Green, Caprese, Bean Salads; Corn, Garlic Bread, Rolls

Last Names V - Z: Appetizer
Examples: Deviled Eggs, Chips & Salsa, Veggies & Dip

And we appreciate help with clean-up please ... see Sign-Up sheet!

Plan on joining us for fellowship and good food whether you can bring a dish or not.
All are welcome!

oz, Tell Out
My Soul
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November Calendar

Saturday, November 1 —Daylight Savings Time Ends Tomorrow
Fall Back One Hour before you go to bed tonight!
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, Building & Grounds Work Party

fall

BACKN

SET CLOCKS BACK™ %
ONE HOUR BEFORE BED \Q
SATURDAY NIGHT

Sunday, November 2 — All Saints Day Observed
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church —Ofrenda Table Set up!
12:00 pm, Newcomers Luncheon, Hospitality Room

Monday, November 3
4:00 pm, Bazaar Make It Day, Church Narthex
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, November 4
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
5:30 pm, Soup for the Soul, Narthex (}‘3? th:e Soul

Wednesday, November 5
12:00 Noon, Noonday Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church

November 7 & 8 —EDS] Annual Convention—ECCO

Saturday, November 8
10:00 am, Buildings & Grounds Committee Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Sunday, November 9
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
1:00 pm, Valley Community Orchestra Concert, Church —Event Time 3:00 pm

Monday, November 10
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, November 11 — Office Closed in Observance of Veterans Day
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

November 11 —-13: Clergy Conference

Wednesday, November 12
12:00 Noon, Noonday Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church

Saturday, November 15
9:00 am, Murry Creek Labyrinth Walk, See information on page 3
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November Calendar

Sunday, November 16 e
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church ®

12:00 pm, Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room ETi=Zi=g v
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church Eeh“l‘ﬂh

Tuesday, November 18
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

Wednesday, November 19
12:00 Noon, Noonday Prayer, Chapel

1:00 pm, Bazaar Work
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church

Thursday, November 20
Christmas Bazaar Set up
3:00 pm, Parkinson’s Care Meeting, Hosptality room

Friday, November 21
Christmas Bazaar Set Up
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Saturday, November 22
10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Christmas Bazaar,

Sunday, November 23 —Ingathering to Bless the Pledges
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:30 pm, All Parish Potluck, Narthex

November 25—29: Rev. Betsy out of town for Thanksgiving Holiday

Tuesday, November 26
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

November 26 —29: Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Wednesday, November 26
6:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal, Church ??

Thursday, November 27 — Happy Thanksgiving

Sunday, November 30 — Advent I
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
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Salvation Army Updates

REGiSTER TO
‘RING?

Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign ... Sign Up Now!

Join me by bell ringing for The Salvation Army’s 2025 Red Kettle Campaign!
Schedule to ring with a friend, family member or co-worker! Bell ringers must be 18 years or older
OR 14 years or older accompanied by an adult 21 years or older. Choose from

locations in Lodi, Galt, and Jackson, Nov — Dec, 2 persons per each 2-hour shift. Dress for the
weather and bring your holiday CHEER!

Click on this QR code to sign-up.

Click on I'm Ringing with a Group. Find a Group by entering:
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church and search.

Select our church name in the blue box.

Find Convenient Locations:

Choose a date range, select a city, and a store location.
Then Select Shifts.

For sign-up assistance, please contact Beth Elwood, 209-483-8736.
Thank you for fundraising on behalf of The Salvation Army!

Angel Tree — Adopt a Family for Christmas ... Coming soon!

St. John’s will again participate in The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program, supporting local fami-
lies with Christmas gifts for their children. In the next few weeks, look for a

Christmas Tree near the ministry table with “Angels” listing specific needs for school-aged children.
More details to follow!

Non-Perishable Food Donations are ALWAYS welcome!

As you are grocery shopping for yourself, thank you for picking up additional non-perishable food
items to donation to The Salvation Army. Suggested items: Canned soups, canned vegetables, cere-
al, pasta, pasta sauce, crackers, peanut butter, jelly or jam. Leave your donations in the large bas-
kets underneath the ministry table. Every few weeks | take them to the Salvation Army on Locke-
ford Street.

Blessings to all for your generous hearts all year long!
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Please Join Us

Choir Rehearsals Wednesdays
in November at 6:30 pm

Choir rehearsals are in full swing! If you are interested in joining a
section, contact Steve Weikle at sweikle1505@gmail.com. The choir
will practice each Wednesday evening from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.
Come sing a new song]!

Pizza Church
Sunday, November 16 at 5:00 pm

Join us the 3rd Sunday of each month for “Pizza
® Church.” This is a simple, family friendly service.
E PIZE“ ‘, It begins at 5:00 pm with a casual Eucharist followed

ch“l‘eh by a Pizza Dinner at 5:30 pm. Please sign up at the

Ministry Table so we know how many to feed.
All are welcome!

Soup for the Soul —Tuesday, November 4 at 5:30 pm

If you are feeling lonely, grieving a loss and want to get out and talk,

join us the 1st Tuesday of each month at 5:30 pm for a simple meal U

and friendly conversation. Our next gathering is Tuesday, November 8 fof the Soul
4th. We meet at St. John's in the church narthex. Please take a

moment to sign up at the Ministry Table so we know how many to

prepare for. See you then.

Church Work Day
Saturday, November 1
9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Come One, Come all!
Please join us from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon on Saturday, November 1st. The Buildings and
grounds committee is hosting a “Church Work Day!” There are many outside and inside
projects to work on. If you have any questions, please contact Eric Goossens at
eric_goossens@yahoo.com or call the church office, 209-369-3381. We hope to see you
there!
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Creation Care News

The beauty of creation surrounds St. John’s. There is much to celebrate!

The Via Creationis prayer walk, an ecumenical devotion inspired by the Stations of the
Cross, honors the mystery of Creation. There are seven stations each with readings and
prayers for God’s gift of Creation. The walk begins at the base of the chapel garden. Scan
the QR code posted there to follow the prayer guide.

Our greening kitchen now is supplied with two bottles of non-toxic all- purpose cleaner.
Ingredients: 1 part H20, 1 part vinegar, and a dash of dish detergent. Great for cleaning
our washable tablecloths, countertops and more! Many thanks also to those who load and
unload the dishwasher after the Sunday social hour, caring for ceramic ware. We have
come a long way in reducing single use plastics at St. John's!

On Saturday October 25 plants for the St. John’s Native Garden were purchased at Blos-
som Hill Nursery in Oakdale. The plan to buy at the UC Davis sale was changed after an
offer of wise plant council, from Jim Brugger, a California Native Plant Society Ambassa-
dor. Jim created a landscape plan for the space just outside our entryway. His careful se-
lection of plants boosts the chances of success as we look forward to a unique garden hab-
itat. You can see that landscape design and plant list on the St. John’s FB page —or see on
the Creation Care bulletin board in the main hallway to the fellowship room.

- Plant of the Month:

', Mulenbergia Rigens “Poaceae” (Deer Grass)
.. a hardy, native California bunchgrass valued for its
/| year-round form, drought tolerance, and versatility in
landscaping. It features arching, silver-gray flower stalks
in late summer and can be used in dry stream beds, mass
plantings, or as an accent plant.

For more information about creation care at St. John’s contact
Barbara Krengel at barbarakrengel@gmail.com

)
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Mark Your Calendar

VALLEY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
PRESENTS

November 9th, 2025
3:00 - 5:00 PM

Episcopal Church of St. John The Baptist
1055 S Lower Sacramento Rd
Lodi, CA 95242

Scan here for tickets!
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November Adornments and Celebrations

We are grateful for these donors whose gifts adorn our worship

Nov 2 Penny, Holly & Hannah in loving memory of Greg. Devoted husband and

father. You are missed everyday. GPYHH

Dr. Elliott L. Adams in loving memory of my parents, Dr. Elliott & Grace
Adams & their son, Richard Arthur Adams

Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her mother, Maybelle Reddell for her
birthday on November 5.

Jan and Amanda in loving memory of Joe Cariati.

Nov 9  Sharon Farnsworth in loving memory of her husband, George for his

birthday, November 9.

Nov 16 Paula Saubolle, in thanksgiving for my 80th birthday and my family

Nov 23 Mary Ellen Beckman in loving memory of her sister, Pauline for her

birthday, November 22.

Nov 30 Steve Manildi in loving memory of his mother, Shirley Parker for her

birthday, November 30.
If you would like to dedicate flowers, call the parish office at 369-3381.

20:

26:

Eva Drummond

Susan Alford 10:  Cindi & Mark Grovhoug
Steve McElroy 13: Lauren & Brent Sams
Craig Ledbetter 22:  Christina & Joey Soria
Rebecca Nelson 25:  Jeanne & James Ledbetter
Paula Saubolle 27: Janie & Richard Williams
Edward Bond, Jr. 28: Catherine & Don Carlson
Martha Scott Allison & Joseph Dooley
Ruth Diekman 30: Karen & Kelly Olds

Rev. Betsy McElroy

Stacey Sorokowsky

Barbara Wolterstorff /o\

Happy

Anniversary

TR

(gp]g)i/r;ﬁday
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Special Notes & Information
R

eo\w All Saints” Day Information
St. John’s Ofrenda: An Invitation to Honor Loved Ones

On Sunday, November 2nd, please bring along
treasured photos of your deceased loved ones and cherished heroes,
and that we may create a community ofrenda ("offering") together.

During the season of All Saints/ All Souls Day (Dia de los Muertos) many Latin cultures
seek to honor those who have gone before us.
From October 31 to November 2, families usually set up ofrendas in their homes,
at gravesites, or in communal spaces, complete with symbolic elements.

All Saints Day is a perfect opportunity for us to honor and celebrate
those who have shaped and inspired us.

Serve God at St. John’s

We have room for YOU to join a Sunday service Team:

«Lectors * Sound Person
+Acolytes * Coffee Hour Hosts
«Crucifer * Bread Bakers Needed!
+ Camera Acolyte We supply the recipe.
*Ushers * Counters

Please contact Penny in the office to sign up! 209-369-3381.

Ways to Give

You can also give through GIVELIFY app. If you go to our website:
www.stjohnsoflodi.org On the right side of the page you can click

on GIVELIFY. Put in Episcopal church of St. John the Baptist and

indicate the amount of your gift and what it is for, [=]#*k[=]
(i.e. pledge, rector/deacon discretionary, other, etc.). :
Givelify App is available at: the “App Store” or “Google Play”

Or scan this code: E]
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Looking Ahead to Advent & Christmas

ADVENT INFORMATION

Our Advent Discipline will be everyone creating your own
Nativities for the Parade on December 21st.

There will be prayers and activities for all ages and abilities.
Look for more information to come in the December Newsletter.

Advent Schedule
Sunday, November 30
Sunday, December 7
Sunday, December 14
Sunday, December 21

CHRISTMAS SEASON CELEBRATIONS

Blue Christmas Service, Tuesday, December 16
5:00 p.m. A Service of Healing and Hope

Sunday, December 21
Nativity Parade
With Cocoa and Carols
After Church Service

Christmas Eve, December 24
3:30 p.m. Carols
4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Christmas Day, December 25
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Christmas |, Sunday, December 28
9:30 a.m. Lessons & Carols
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