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THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.
Worship ADVENT INFORMATION

Holy Eucharist Our Advent Discipline will be everyone creating your own

Evegr};OSundaY Nativities for the Parade on December 21st.
. am

There will be prayers and activities for all ages and abilities.
Blue Christmas

Tuesday, December 16
Historic Chapel
5:30 pm

Christmas Eve Eucharist
Wednesday, December 24
3:30 pm Carols
4:00 pm Service

Christmas Day Eucharist
Thursday, December 25
9:30 am — Chapel

Special Events

Vestry Meeting
Sunday, December 14
12:00 pm

Nativity Parade
Sunday, December 21
Cookies & Carols
11:00 am

Advent Schedule
Sunday, November 30
Sunday, December 7

Sunday, December 14
Sunday, December 21

CHRISTMAS SEASON CELEBRATIONS

Blue Christmas Service, Tuesday, December 16
5:30 p.m. A Service of Healing and Hope

Sunday, December 21
Nativity Parade
With Cocoa and Carols
After Church Service

Christmas Eve, December 24
3:30 p.m. Carols
4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Christmas Day, December 25
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Christmas I, Sunday, December 28
9:30 a.m. Lessons & Carols



December Calendar

Monday, December 1
4:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, December 2
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

Wednesday, December 3
12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Historical Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

Thursday, December 4
7:00 pm, Compline Prayer via Zoom

December 4-6: Rev. Betsy Out-Of-Town

Saturday, December 6 %

10:30 am to 12:30 pm, Karpuk Piano Recital, Church
12:30 pm to 4:30 pm, Bee Sen Piano Recital Rental, Church

Sunday, December 7 — Advent 11
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

Monday, December 8
4:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, December 9
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Wednesday, December 10
12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Historic Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

Thursday, December 11
7:00 pm, Compline Prayer via Zoom

Saturday, December 13
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Sunday December 14 — Advent I1I
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
12:00 pm, Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room

Monday, December 15
4:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting
4:30 pm, Lodi High School Choir Concert, Church
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December Calendar

Tuesday, December 16

10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office Blove

5:30 pm, Blue Christmas Service, Historic Chapel - v
SRR

Wednesday, December 17

12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Historical Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

Thursday, December 18
7:00 pm, Compline Prayer via Zoom

Friday, December 19
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor
6:00 pm, Las Posadas, St. Anne’s Stockton

Sunday December 21 — Advent IV
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:00 am, Nativity Parade, Cookies & Carols, Church

Monday, December 22
4:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting

Wednesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
12:00 pm, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel

3:30 pm, Carols, Church

4:00 pm, Christmas Eve Service, Church

Thursday, December 25 — Office Closed — Christmas Day
9:30 am, Christmas Day Service, Historic Chapel
7:00 pm, Compline Prayer via Zoom

Sunday, December 28
9:30 am, Lessons & Carols, Church

Monday, December 29

4:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting

Tuesday, December 30
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

Wednesday, December 31

12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Historical Chapel o
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room
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Rector Reflections

For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.
Matthew 3:3

9

At this time every year, I always think about the idea of preparation. How do we
prepare ourselves for the things that await us: surgery, the death of a loved one, a
big move or job change, a wedding, the birth of a child, or holidays, like birthdays or
Christmas? Allowing ourselves to explore our emotions about an important event,
the meaning behind it, and being intentional about our preparation, can

completely transform our experience of the event itself.

Because of this, the Church sets aside times to enter these important times of the
year, especially Christmas and Easter. As we enter Advent, the time the Church sets
aside to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming Christ child, I invite you to
prepare with intention. Take time to slow down (even if only 5 minutes a day) to
reflect on what it means to you that God came down in the form of a child to enter
our human experience, to walk with us, lead us, and give us strength. We each
experience the gift of incarnation in different ways, discovering what it means for
you can offer you a new perspective on the holidays ahead.

As a community, I invite you to join me in engaging our creative side to this explora-
tion. See the invitation on the next page to learn more. I look forward to

joining you in this preparation and hearing/seeing more about how God speaks to
you this Advent season.

Betsy+




Advent Information

Advent 2025
Nativity Creation and Parade

Can you believe that Advent is here already? We are officially entering the new year
of the church calendar as we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Christ child, God
Incarnate.

To celebrate this season, I invite us to take a journey with the Holy Family, shepherds,
angels, and wise men. Using the birth narrative from Luke 2:1-20 and the journey of
the magi in Matthew 2:1-12, we will create nativities at home to express how we hear
the story using whatever creative gifts and materials you have on hand (paints, pen
and paper in the form of a drawing or a poem, Legos, blocks, paper mache, toilet
paper rolls, fabric, etc). Your nativity may be simple or elaborate, abstract or literal.
You can work on one as a family or make it on your own. You may make this in stages
as you engage with small parts of the story or all at one time. As you can tell, there are
a lot of options. This is your journey so feel free to live into it with openness.

Don’t know where to start? I've gathered resources for you to spark ideas here:

https:/ /docs.google.com/document/d/1iQO8CpMmOjAd XIEbncK5-ho-57-
S apRvijiPYc-Se3mY /edit?usp=drive link

On Advent IV, you will be invited to bring your nativity to share with the community
in a Nativity Parade after church. The nativities will be placed throughout the church
so that we can have the opportunity to view each other’s creations. We will conclude
our parade with cookies & cocoa as we sing our favorite Christmas hymns.
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From Your Senior Warden

There could not have been a more delightful way to head into Thanks- % W F

giving than to reflect on a successful Christmas Bazaar that showcased e
the incredible generosity of the St. John’s, Lodi community. In no %. v,
particular order of importance: " &

e Bigtime volunteer energy: Much gratitude to my committee members - Candice
Gale, Barbara Warburton and Peggy Moos. An incredible number of people assisted
by setting up a store’s worth of items (more on that below), shopping for supplies,

moving furniture and lights, decorating, driving people to and from the event, work-
ing out banking info, writing out invoices for shoppers, fetching cocoa, and gathering
musician friends to make things festive (thank you Michael Tompkins, Steve Culbert-

son and Jan Cariati).

e Stunning donations: We did not anticipate the vast array of items you all offered up
for sale. Many of these were keepsakes, personal treasures that reminded you of peo-
ple and times you hold dear. The holiday decor, home and kitchen items, and hand-
made creations made this a beautiful experience for the organizersand  shoppers
alike. And all those treats! Candied nuts, jams and jellies, cookies, brownies, cake,
breads - delicious!

e Shopping: Much gratitude for shopping and bringing a friend or two. I loved the
conversations people had over the tables. I saw a few new connections born that day.

e Ideas for next year: Many of you are already planning for next year’s event (date to
be announced soon). If you are inspired to begin some art or crafting projects, or
know anyone who would be a wonderful vendor, please let us know. And watch for
updates beginning in February.

e (Best of all) Joy: Sure, exhaustion was in the mix, but it sure was delightful to see eve-
ryone get into the holiday spirit. I spied elegant and whimsical aprons, festive sweat-
ers (I saw a few candy cane socks!), and head gear (looking at you, Beth). People
cheered each other’s finds, made a second trip to the Bake Sale table, chatted with
Andee as she signed copies of her book (highly recommend), and generally enjoyed
some time tucked into the conviviality of the day.

A huge thank you to the delightful Holiday Bazaar committee at St. David’s in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, who sent items to sell and emulate as we created some original pieces,
and seed money so we could buy shopping bags, make signage, and prepare a pleasur-
able day for you all. Our two committees have met via Zoom, and we will continue to
tap their considerable expertise. And finally, I am so incredibly grateful to God for
blessing us with such a beautiful day, and for all that you did to make this an event of
fellowship and community. Priceless.

Grace and peace, Fran Bott, Senior Warden l
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Salvation Army News

REGLSTER TO
'RING?

Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign ... Sign Up Now!

Ring the Bell for The Salvation Army’s 2025 Red Kettle Campaign!

Schedule to ring with a friend, family member or co-worker! Choose from locations in Lodi,

Galt, and Jackson, until December 24th , 2 persons per each 2-hour shift. Dress for the weather
.. holiday “dress-up” if desire ... bring your good cheer!

To register: www.registertoring.com Click on I’'m Ringing with a Group. Then Find a Group
by entering: Episcopal or St. John and search. Select our church name in the blue box. Find

Convenient Locations, Choose a date range, select a city, and a store location. Then Select
Shifts.

For sign-up assistance, please contact Beth Elwood, 209-483-8736. Thank you for fundraising
on behalf of The Salvation Army!

The Salvation Army’s Angel Tree — Adopt a Child for Christmas

The small Christmas tree near the ministry table has Angel Tree tags listing suggested glfts for
specific children’s needs. Please return unwrapped gifts by Wed, December 4". Place in a plas-
tic bag (located by the tree), attach the entire Angel Tree tag, and place your bag in the desig-
nated box. Thank you for making a child’s Christmas come true!

Non-Perishable Food Donations are ALWAYS welcome!

As you are grocery shopping for yourself, thank you for picking up additional non-perishable
food items to donation to The Salvation Army. You may drop off food donations at The Salva-
tion Army location, 525 West Lockeford St. on the north side of the building, Mon — Fri,
8:30am — 4:00pm. Or leave your donations in the large baskets underneath the ministry table.
Blessings to all for your generous hearts all year long!

Beth Elwood — St. John’s Liaison to The Salvation Army
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December Activities

Blue Christmas Service
Tuesday, December 16 at 5:30 pm

A Service of Healing and Hope
For Those Persons For Whom the Christmas/Holiday %&éﬁ
Season Brings Forth Negative Emotions Christmas

a service of healing and hope W
L]

You are invited to this brief worship service in the Chapel
as an opportunity to get in touch with any grief that arises for
you during this Season. We hope that after our time together, through prayer,
music, and silence, participants will leave the service better able to be present to the
season, amidst all life circumstances. Past participants in Blue Christmas

worship have experienced benefits from quietly naming their grief before God. All
who feel that they can benefit from this service, no matter their level of faith, or
connection to our denomination, are invited.

Las Posadas Celebration,
Friday, December 19, 6:00 pm
St. Anne’s Stockton

St Anne’s and La Primera Iglesia Bautista invite the people of
St John's, Lodi and St John's, Stockton to
a Las Posada’s Celebration
at St Anne’s Rectory, Garden and Parish Hall.
6 pm Friday, December 19

Prayers in English and Spanish,
Christmas Carols on the Bagpipes and Mexican Treats

Compline Prayer
Starts December 4th at 7:00 pm
Via Zoom and will continue for December 11th & 18th

Join our Cloud HD Video Meet-

https:// 847677
pwd=7xJY JIT87T.1



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82473384767?pwd=7xJY6MbaOLFjrnlNWm41nZPDJIT87T.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82473384767?pwd=7xJY6MbaOLFjrnlNWm41nZPDJIT87T.1

Parish Life

Creation Care News

own California native garden was rooted and grounded just west
of our main entrance. Special thanks to Jim Reeve for providing
enough mulch for a good thick weed barrier. It’s attractive as well!

On November 1, 2025 with the help of many from St. John's, our )ﬁv}

Our Diocesan Creation Care Commission is bidding the Rev. Deacon Teri Van Huss
Godspeed as she transitions to retirement in New Mexico. Deacon Teri has been a
tireless advocate for best practices in caring for creation. She has been an educator for
eco-cleaning and single-use plastic reduction throughout the diocese. Here is quote
from Pete Seeger, Teri included in the soon to be published Diocesan Creation Call to
Action: “If it can’t be reduced, reused, repaired, rebuilt, refurbished, refinished, resold,
recycled or composted, then it should be restricted, redesigned or removed from pro-
duction.” That's quite an “R” list! Teri’s good will and leadership will be missed.

Now, who will lead the San Joaquin Creation Care Commission, continuing Deacon
Teri’s work? Our own Charlene Martin will co-chair the commission with Canon An-
na. Thank you Charlene!

Native Garden Plant of the Month

Everett’s Choice California Fuchsia is a deciduous perennial in the
> Evening-Primrose family. Small silvery leaves hug the ground,

& with red-orange tubular flowers floating above. Hummingbirds
adore the flowers and rely on them as a food source in late sum-
mer and early autumn, when little else is blooming.

Noonday Prayer
Every Wednesday

Join us every Wednesday at 12:00 noon for a prayer
service in the Historic Chapel (at Noon) every Wednesday.
All are welcome.
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December Celebrations

26: Jeannie Canwell 16: Rosemary &
" ey Mo
Bi day 27.  Corkv Kuvkendall 28:  Carol & James Bassett
. ' y Ruysendad 31:  Marilyn & John Cook
1:  Dr. Elliot Adams 28: Xander Avila . y
2: Kathryn Munson Steve Culbertson Kimberly & Matthew
6:  Ethan Bronson Bronson

7: Holly Wilson

12:  Mary Ellen Beckman
13:  Lewis Gale, IV

16: Stephanie Reynolds
17: Teresa Culbertson
20:  Ejae Perry

21: Lauren Sams

24: Patsy Gorczyca

Happy

Anniversary

K

Vestry Nominations are Open ... Feeling Called?

We are in the process of gathering names for our 2028 Vestry Class. The vestry serves
as the board for St. John's. The basic responsibilities of the vestry are to help define
and articulate the mission of the congregation; to support the church's mission by
word and deed, to support the clergy, to ensure effective organization and planning,
and to manage resources and finances. Time commitments include monthly meetings
(~2hr on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00 pm), helping to open or close the
church on Sunday mornings, and one - two Friday-Saturday leadership retreats a
year.

To serve on the vestry, you must be 16 years old, confirmed or received into the
Episcopal Church, and a communicant in good standing (giver of record and regular
Sunday attendance).

Please let any of our current vestry members, or Rev. Betsy know if you are interested
in putting your name forward or if you know someone who’d serve well in this minis-

try.
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Advent & Christmas Adornment

We are grateful for these donors whose
gifts adorn our worship in December

December 7 Jan and Amanda in loving memory of Gina Cariati.

Jerry Herrmann, Happy Anniversary to my wife of 48 years,
Miss you.

If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving,
please call the parish office at 369-3381.

Flowers for Adornment of the Christmas Liturgy
The Christmas liturgies are adorned with memorial flowers.

You are invited to participate in this ministry. The names of your loved ones and special thanks-
givings will be printed in the Christmas bulletin.

+ If you remembered loved ones and blessings last year at this time and would like to repeat
your memorial message, please initial the list on the ministry table and drop your donation
of $25 or more in the plate during the offertory.

+ If you have not participated in this ministry before and would like your memorial message
included, please complete the form below, make your check out to St. John’s for $25 or
more, and note on the memo line “Christmas Adornment.” Please include your phone
number in case we have questions.

+ Our deadline for the Christmas bulletins is Wednesday, December 17.
ADORNMENT OF THE LITURGY, CHRISTMAS

(Please print clearly )
Circle one message: in loving memory of in thanksgiving for
in memory of In thanksgiving for many wonderful blessings

Name of Person or occasion to be remembered:

Your Name:

Phone Numbert:




Stewardship Updates

Tell Out
My Soul

Tell Out My Soul: Throughout our Fall Pledge Campaign, we were encouraged to
seek God and recognize His goodness, sharing personal stories of how God has
intervened and played a pivotal role in our lives --- leading us to a place where our
hearts overflow with gratitude and reverence for His love and guidance. Thank you,
Andee Zetterbaum, Peter Krengel, Rosemary Cress, and Lewis Gale for sharing
your personal stories with us! Thank you to those who have turned in pledge cards
for 2026!

We gathered on Sunday, November 234 to bless our pledges and celebrate
together enjoying good food and wonderful fellowship at our All-Parish potluck
lunch.

For those who have not yet had a chance to do so, please know that all pledges - no
matter how large or small - are always thankfully received. We will gratefully
continue to accept 2026 pledges through the end of the year.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist
See! I am doing a new thing. Now it springs forth!
RENEWAL Capital Campaign

Do you feel today’s energy at St. John’'s!

There is renewed hope and joy about the sale-in-progress of
our unused five acres of land and the opportunity to pay off
our church mortgage. We are in an exciting, Spirit-led transformative time in our
lives to lean into God’s gifts of abundance and generosity and creatively dream about
how we are called to better serve our community. This season, we invite St. John's
members to journey together in faith and renewal. As we honor the planted seeds of
our spiritual heritage, we will continue to plant more seeds in the promise of a
beautiful new heritage for our future.




Stewardship Updates

The Purpose of our RENEWAL Capital Campaign:

As Rev. Betsy shared in August, we have an Option-to-Purchase Agreement in place
to sell our unused 5 acres of land, prayerfully anticipated to be finalized in early 2026.
We have successfully completed a “Quiet Ask” Phase One of our renewal capital cam-
paign (May - July 2025) and have received gifts totaling over $300K.

These committed funds to date are specifically designated to pay down our
mortgage, cover land sale closing costs, and fund needed replacement and repair of
our beautiful buildings and grounds. If the land sale is delayed for any reason, our
goal continues to be to pay down our mortgage and address maintenance and repairs
needs of our historic chapel, church sanctuary, and grounds.

We are currently in Phase II of our RENEWAL Capital Campaign. As we plant and
sow the seeds of our future, we ask you to prayerfully consider participating with a
Capital Campaign pledge - large or small - on or before February 1, 2026 for gifts
to be received by December 2025, December 2026, December 2027 or January 31,
2028.

Pledge cards for each campaign - Tell Out My Soul and See! I am doing a new thing - are
located on the barrel table close to the south church entrance.

Together, with hearts overflowing in gratitude, let us unite for the glory of God and
the flourishing of His church. Let us build, renew, and rejoice — together.

Love and Light,

Beth Elwood - Stewardship Chair

2\

Tell Out
My Soul




Coming in January & February

Mark Your Calendars for Our 2026 Annual Meeting

We have scheduled our Annual Meeting for Sunday, January 18, 2026 following our
service. All are welcome and we hope you will join us. More details to follow.

Attention Ministry Leaders!
Ministry Reports due January 12, 2026
It is that time again to start preparing for the Annual Meeting in

January. Please have your Ministry reports to Penny in the office by
January 12, 2026. Thank you.

//
e

COMING SOON - SOUPER SUNDAY 2026!

Mark your calendars for Souper Sunday - February 8, 2026!

Led by Steve McElroy and his legendary songs each Sunday during announcements,
last year’s fundraiser was an overwhelming success with soups galore, enjoyed by so
many!

Beginning Sunday, January 11, 2026, sign up to make 4 - 8 quarts of your favorite

soup(s) to sell.

Beginning Sunday, January 25, 2026, sign up for the soup(s) you wish to
purchase.

Souper Sunday, February 8, pick up and pay for your soup(s) and enjoy!



The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector
Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m.
Church Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday
1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242
stjiohnslodi@sbcglobal.net T www.stjohnsoflodi.org 1 209.369.3381 (voice)
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