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Worship

Holy Eucharist
Every Sunday
9:30 am

Every Wednesday
Noon Day Prayer
12:00 noon
Chapel

Special Events

Epiphany Service
Eucharist & Meal
Tuesday, January 6
5:30 pm

Sunday, January 18
Following Church Service
Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 18
Pizza Church
5:30 pm

Friday, January 30
Soul Kitchen
5:30 pm
We will start by blessing chalk to chalk our doors then share
Eucharist with a simple soup supper together in candlelight. To add
to the light, please bring candles from home to brighten our tables.




Rector Reflections

Beginning a new year brings excitement and anticipation, filled with possibilities.
Fresh calendars await events, meetings, celebrations, and appointments, while empty
journals hold space for hopes, dreams, and reflections. However, fear and trepidation
can arise, as we question our ability to accomplish our goals. How will we get there?
Do we have enough time, energy, money, resources, willpower to accomplish all that
we hope for in this new year? These valid questions can hinder our progress if we al-
low them to consume us.

I am continually amazed that the leadership of St. John’s continually embraces abun-
dance in these and all the questions they face. They acknowledge the questions and
the worries, but choose to live into abundance knowing that, with God, anything is
possible. This posture leads to prayer, planning, contingency-setting, and building
hope and excitement.

Paul concludes his letter to the Ephesians with this prayer:

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit and that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and depth and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abun-
dantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:16-21)

Paul invites his readers to live in the abundance of the knowledge of God in us. And
this is what I invite us all to in this new year ahead. No matter how you choose to
serve, let’s embrace abundance. Ask questions, name worries, then join us in the
work. We have amazing things planned
for St. John's 2026 and can’t wait to
share them with you.

May the abundance of God’s love, 5 ;
Christ’s light, and the Spirit’s joy sur- - el LESE :
round you throughout 2026. ‘ grounded
in love
A Ephesians 3:17

~Rev. Betsy+

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you,
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From Your Senior Warden

O Thou who has given us so much, mercifully grant us one more thing — a grateful heart.
- George Herbert, English poet and hymn writer

Since I wasn’t operating the camera for our live Facebook stream the Sunday
after Christmas (thank you, Carlo!) I had the opportunity to sit near the back of the
church and take in the entirety of our beautiful sanctuary during the service. It was a
pretty, sunny day. The poinsettias and greens displayed for the Christmas season
were gorgeous. The choir sounded lovely. Coffee was perking in the kitchen.

And then I realized: the temperature inside the church was just right after a few
Sundays of hot highs and frigid lows. All the lights were on. We could clearly hear the
many readers sharing verses and announcements. All of this because of you..

Because of you, we were able to replace some of the thermostats and make our
space comfortable and welcoming for everyone.

Because of you, all of the light bulbs (many of which had gone out) were
replaced with LEDs, brightening the church so all could see and be seen clearly.

Because of you, our speakers were replaced and the sound system updated so
all can hear.

In addition, because of you, the AC/heating units in the chapel have been re-
placed. We have a native plant garden. Our rear patio was repaved. Cracks in the
parking lot were filled.

On behalf of your vestry, I cannot thank you enough for your donation of funds,
and your generosity of time and spirit. These gifts are making it possible for so many
people -new and long established alike - to come to St. John's for worship and
fellowship in comfort and safety.

Our parish Annual Meeting is set for January 18 after our Sunday service. I
encourage you to stay and be a part of this meaningful gathering. Hear more about
the status of ongoing projects, ask questions, offer your input on important decisions,
and be a part of 124 years of St. John’s history.

And from the bottom of my heart, thank you.

Grace and peace,

Fran Bott

Senior Warden l 'I ! a
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Parish News

Stewardship Updates
As we bring our 2026 Fall Pledge Campaign to a close, my

/_A_ heartis full of gratitude for the love and generosity you have
Te |.|. O ut poured into this ministry. Your gifts, offered with such
M S l. sincerity and faith, are testimonies of trust in God’s work

y ou among us.

Each pledge reflects a story of God’s goodness in your life, and I am humbled by the
way you have chosen to respond to that goodness with open hands and willing
hearts. Your support strengthens our mission, sustains our community, and allows us
to continue serving with hope and purpose.

Thank you for giving so faithfully, for believing in what God is doing here, and for
walking alongside us with such grace. May the Lord return your generosity with
abundant peace, joy, and blessing in the seasons ahead.

With deep gratitude and reverence for God’s faithfulness,

Beth Elwood, Stewardship Chair

“SOUPER SUNDAY"” is Coming!

Mark your calendars for Souper Sunday - February 8, 2026! Led by Steve McElroy
and his legendary songs each Sunday during announcements, last year’s fundraiser
was an overwhelming success with soups galore, enjoyed by so many! Locate your fa-
vorite soup recipe and get ready to share!

Beginning Sunday, January 11, 2026, sign up to make 4 - 8 quarts of your favorite
soup(s) to sell.

Beginning Sunday, January 25,2026, sign up for the soup(s) you wish to purchase.
Souper Sunday, February 8, pick up and pay for your soup(s) and enjoy!
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Outreach

Our Salvation Army Partnership
A Season Brightened by Generosity: Thank You, St. John’s

As the holiday season comes to a close, we pause with full hearts to recognize the
many St. John’s members who helped bring light, warmth, and hope to our communi-
ty. Your generosity has been a beacon during a season when kindness matters most.
This year, our congregation stepped forward in remarkable ways. Many of you bun-
dled up, rang bells, and greeted neighbors with smiles as part of The Salvation
Army’s Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign. Your joyful presence helped raise vital
support for families in need and reminded our community that compassion is alive
and well.

Others thoughtfully selected, sorted, and organized gifts for children through the An-
gel Tree Program, ensuring that young ones experienced the wonder and excitement
of Christmas morning. Your care reached far beyond giving gifts, it offered dignity,
love, and the reassurance that every child deserves to feel cherished.

And to those who volunteered at Hope Harbor Shelter, serving dinner with warmth
and hospitality, thank you for embodying the heart of Christ’s love. Your hands deliv-
ered meals, but your presence offered something even greater: comfort, connection,
and the reminder that no one is forgotten. Dates for January - March 2026 are now
available for volunteer sign-ups.

Together, you have made a profound difference. Through simple acts of service, you
transformed the season into something truly radiant. Thank you for shining so bright-
ly and for continuing to be a source of hope in our community.

May the spirit of generosity you've shared continue to inspire us all in the year ahead.

Beth Elwood
Program Committee Liaison
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January Calendar

Thursday, January 1 - New Year’s Day - Office Closed

Sunday, January 4
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room

Monday, January 5
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, January 6 — Epiphany
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
5:30 pm, Epiphany Eucharist and Soup Supper, Narthex

Wednesday, January 7
12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

Saturday, January 10
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner, Hope Harbor

Sunday, January 11

8:30 am, Souper Sunday Sign-Ups — Sign Up to Make Soup

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room

5:00 pm, Men’s BBQ, Church Narthex & Kitchen (

Monday, January 12
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, January 13
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Wednesday, January 14

12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Chapel
4:30 pm, Music Meeting

6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Church

Friday, January 16
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor
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January Calendar

Sunday, January 18 — Annual Meeting
8:30 am, Souper Sunday Sign-Ups

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

11:30 am, Annual Meeting, Church

5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church

Monday, January 19
10:00 am, Parkinsons Group, Chapel

Tuesday, January 20
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

Wednesday, January 21
12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Church

Thursday, January 23
4:00 pm, Beyond Bias Team Meeting
8:00 pm, Compline Prayer, Zoom

Sunday, January 25

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

11:30 am, Confirmation Class, Hospitality Room
12:00 noon, Super Sunday Sign-Up!

Tuesday, January 27

10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Wednesday, January 28
12:00 noon, Noon Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Church d“e
i
Friday, January 30 - Welcome Back Soul Kitchen ﬁjﬂz:zlﬂ

5:30 pm, Soul Kitchen, Narthex & Kitchen

Saturday, January 31
5:00 pm, Mardi Gras — Celebrating Bishop David
See flyer and information on page 9
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Join Us!

Noon-Day Prayer
Every Wednesday at 12:00 noon in Historic Chapel

Join us for this short, very lovely service. This is a great way to be part of a
smaller group and get to know your fellow parishioners better.

The Greg Wilson Men’s BBQ <
Sunday, January 11 @ 5:00 pm

Attention Men of St. Johns... Please join us for food and fellowship. There is a sign
up sheet on the ministry table. If you have any questions, please ask Dick Williams

Sunday, January 18, 2026

Annual Meeting AN N UA L
___MEETING

124th Annual Meeting of
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist

Join us on
Sunday, January 18, 2026
Following the Sunday Eucharist

We will review the last year, and present the budget for 2026
Say Thank you to our out-going Vestry Members

Vote in our New Vestry Members and Delegates to Convention.

Soul Kitchen is Back
Friday, January 30
With the New Year we have the return of the “Soul Kitchen” g
the last Friday of each month from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm where a \itc n

nutritious meal is served. This is a great way to reach out to our ===
community. Please join us. If you have questions you may
contact the office.
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Join Us!

o X O bE PR Sy

e .in»

. Saturday, January 31,2026
5'00 - 8'00 pm

Adults $4O [ Chlldren (acres 5- 12) $l‘§ f 9
5
< Chlldren 4 & under) Free

LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS FOULEr™ MEANS LET THE 800D TIMES TOLL..

and THATS €XaCTLy WHAT WE INTEND TO DO IN THE KFEWE OF ST. JOHN'S. WHO'S IN THIS KFEWE? ITS aLL OF US
WHO WanT TO PassS @ 800D TIME™ aS WE TEVEL IN THIS SEaSon OF EPIPHANY.

FOr ST. JOHN'S MarDl 6ras, WeLL FETe our BUEST OF HONOT: BISHOP DAVID C. RICE. HUITY anD &ET Your
TICKETS BOO! THEYLL 80 FaST! GOT QUESTIONS? CaLL 2026 Krewe CO-CapTain CanbiCE GaLe at 209-931-8476.

FOT TICKETS, VISIT https://StiohnsMardiGras26.eventbrite.com, PASSWOI'D MardiGras26!
ADULTS (13 anb UP) - $40

CHILDrEN (5-12) - $15

CHILDrEN (4 & UNDEN) - Free

THIS FESTIVE FAMILY-FrIENDLY EVENT WILL INCLUDE DINNET, MUSIC, SILENT QUCTION, MaSK Making For THE KIDS
anD LOTS OF BEaDS, OF COUrsSE. WELL Wrap UP THE NIBHT WITH @ SECOND LINE and SOME KINg Cake.




Christmas Adornments

Thank you for all those who had Thanksgivings and Remembrances for 2025
Christmas Thanksgivings and Remembrances

Mary Ellen Beckman, in loving memory of Kenneth and our family members who
are departed and thanksgiving for family and friends, special thanks for Sam, Ruth,
Annie, John, Henry and Oliver

Priscilla Brownfield, in loving memory of my husband, Roscoe Brownfield
Julie Ellis, in loving memory of Norman Lithco

Carol Bower Foote, in loving memory of cousins David, Douglas, Laurie and
spouses Tom, Pete, and Gordy

Ruth Diekman, in loving memory and in thanksgiving for family members and
friends

Beth & Jim Elwood, In loving memory of our parents, family and friends no longer
with us

Sharon Farnsworth, in loving memory of George Farnsworth and in thanksgiving
for family present and departed

Sharon Farnsworth, in loving memory of Chester and Rose George

Elfonda Filomeo, for all God's blessings and in memory of Brandon, Donald and
Maybelle

Lewis and Candice Gale in thanksgiving for our children Madeline, Lewis and
Brandon

Kathy Girard, in thanksgiving for my wonderful family
Annabelle Goodwin in loving memory of Bob & Marilyn Blincoe

Bob & Patsy Gorczyca, in memory of our parents, John & Stella Gorczyca and John &
Kitten Tymkowych, and in thanksgiving for our church family

Linda Harkins & Lisa Ayers, in loving memory of Husband & Dad Jack Harkins and
so many members of family and dear friends.

Donna and Bob Hoffman, in memory of their daughter, Kimberly Hoffman Crespi
and granddaughters, Tessara and Samantha Crespi

Barbara & Peter Krengel in loving memory of Erik Krengel

Corky Kuykendall, in loving memory of my wonderful wife Karen, of our daughter
Gia, our granddaughter Amanda and our parents Bill & Ruth and Paul & Thelma
and Malachi DeLanoy



Christmas Adornments

Aleathea & Dennis Langone, in thanksgiving for many wonderful blessings of our
family

John and Edyth Ledbetter, in celebration of life of their parents, Grace and Ernie Ellis,
and Barbara and Keith Ledbetter; sister Carol Grimes, brother Richard Ellis and for the
blessings of children and grandchildren

John and Edyth Ledbetter, in thanksgiving for the engagement of Ethan Bronson to
Grace Salazar

Patsy Lithco, in loving memory of Norman Lithco, Norval & Betty Gundershaug

Ida Mae Lobb, in loving memory of Mary Thomas, Elizabeth Lobb, Kristy Lobb, Mi-
chael Lobb and Joe Lobb

Richard Lundgren, in loving memory of Carol Lundgren

Steve and Betsy McElroy in Thanksgiving for their family and for St. John’s. In loving
memory of friends and family they have lost along the way.

Peggy Moos, in thanksgiving for family members past and present
John Nieman, in loving memory of my wife Fran Nieman
Kelly & Karen Olds in thanksgiving for St. John’s Parish Family

Anne and Jim Reeve, In memory of John Reeve, Roger & Marian Reeve and Ellen &
George Webster

Paula Saubolle, in memory of my father Louis Bachmann, The Rev. Roger R. Jones and
my brother-in-law Gordon Lockhart

St. Johns Family, in memory of Vinita Shinn

Joel and Nancy Walker, in loving memory of our parents: Barbara & Keith Ledbetter
and Opal & Art Walker; in memory my sister, Carol Grimes and in thanksgiving for
many wonderful blessing

Ken & Barbara Warburton, in loving memory of parents, Harry & Reta Petersen and
Charles & Ethel Warburton

The Wied and Schmitt Families, in loving memory of Douglas and Christine Wied

Dick, Janie, Lindsey and Allison in loving memory of Jerry & Max Christesen and in
thanksgiving for family and friends!

Penny, Hannah & Holly Wilson, in loving memory of a wonderful husband and father
Greg Wilson, also in memory of “Oz” Wilson, Randy Wilson and Carolyn Wilson and
in loving memory of my parents, Ron & Donna Tompkins, together forever in heaven



January Celebrations & Adornments

17: Claire Augusto
ppy < 183 Peter Martin

Bi day 23: Rebecca Taylor
Giselle Menchaca Torres

1: Jan Manildi 24: Barbara Krengel 1: Mia & Eric Jackson
7:  Carol Foote 26: Calvin Franklin 28: Edyth and John Ledbetter
11: Chase Ledbetter 28: Jessica Picone

Rhys Sams 30: Jeanne Ledbetter
12: Joseph Dooley 31: Eric Goossens

Leonardo San Juan Silva

We are grateful for these donors
whose gifts adorn our worship in January

Jan4 Marilyn & John Cook, for our 65th Wedding Anniversary on December 31st.

Jan11 Mary Ellen Beckman in loving memory of her husband, Kenneth, for his
birthday, Jan. 9.

Jan 18 Roxy and Steve Woodard in loving memory of her mother, Barbara Voss, for
her birthday, January 17.

Jan18 John Nieman in loving memory of his wife, Fran Nieman for her birthday,
January 17.

Jan18 Jim Kuykendall in loving memory of their daughter, Angela Dawn
Kuykendall, and granddaughter, Amanda Dawn Klaff, for their shared
birthday on January 18.

Jan 18 Bob and Donna Hoffman in loving memory of their granddaughters, Tessara
and Samantha Crespi.

Jan 25 John and Edyth Ledbetter in celebration of their wedding anniversary on

January 28.

If you have a loved one to remember or an occasion to celebrate or remember please contact the office.
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Yes! We Can Use Your Help

Fun and easy ways to get involved!

I know you’re thinking, I would like to help out at church but it needs to be easy and
fit in my schedule. Think about doing one of the following items just ONCE a month
or every other month...

Coffee Hour Host: This is a fun and easy way to help. Buddy up with a friend. If it
is your 1st time hosting, please see Katie Howard or Penny in the office.

Kitchen Helper: All the events scheduled and planned for this coming year, helping
with the set up, clean up and general kitchen duties is greatly needed! See Penny if
you have questions.

Counter: Help count the collection plate and take a deposit to the bank. You will be
buddied up with another person.

Sound Person: No special skills are required, and you will be trained.
Coffee Hour: Find a friend to buddy up with or Penny can help you find someone.
Camera Acolyte: Help our online people see our services. You will be trained.

Usher: This is a great way to meet everyone. We will find a person to Usher with
you. Easy and a fun way to say “Hi” to everyone.

Altar Guild: These ladies and gentlemen set the altar with everything needed for our
Sunday Services. You will be trained and partnered.

Designers Guild: Ever wonder who puts together all the flowers and extra
decorations in the church for each Sunday? You will be trained and buddied up
with someone. No special skills required.

Eucharistic Ministers and Crucifer: These are the people who serve with Rev. Betsy
during the service. You will be trained.

Sunday School Teacher: See Janie Williams or Peggy Moos. They are happy to help
and show you what is done.

Choir Member: This is an ongoing weekly commitment. It is very rewarding and an
important part of our Sunday Services. Please see Steven Weikle if you are interested.
They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm and arrive early for church for
rehearsals.

Any questions, just ask Penny in the office. Your help is greatly appreciated. You can
email at stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net or call 209-369-3381 and leave a message.



mailto:stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net

Coming in February

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist
Presents...

Saturday, February 21, 2026

Starting at 12:00 Noon
Tickets are $25.00 per person which includes:
12pm-1pm Lite lunch
Iom-3pm - 8 Bingo Games with cash prizes
2 Bingo cards
Additional Bingo cards $2 each
Raffle drawing - $1 per ticket

Space is limited, reservations are suggested
Please RSVP by calling

St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 or
Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church

1055 S. LOWER SACRAMENTO ROAD
LoDI1, CA 95242
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Mark Your Calendar

Compline Prayer Service
Every Thursday During Lent
Starting February 19
7:00pm over Zoom
Every Thursday during Lent when the bulletin is emailed to all church members, the
link for Compline Pray Zoom Service will be included. If you are not receiving this

email, please contact Penny in the office at 209-369-3381 or
email stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net to be added.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

St. John's wishes to acknowledge and honor the Yokut and Miwok people|s]
upon whose ancestral homelands we gather, as well as the resilience and strength
of all our indigenous siblings around the world.

The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector
Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m.
1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242
Office Hours: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday through Thursday
stjiohnslodi@sbcglobal.net T www .stjohnsoflodi.org 1 209.369.3381 (voice)

Page 15



