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February 2026

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

Worship

Preparing For Lent!

Holy Eucharist
Eve;gos :;day Family Eucharist “Shrove Tuesday” Sunday Pancake Supper!
' Sunday, February 15: 5:00 pm Family Eucharist and 5:45 pm
N DRy | B eSS Pancake Supper. We are celebrating Shrove Tuesday on
E:Egog:gsﬁy Sunday this year along with “Pizza Church.” All are welcome.
12:00 No OII: We will need volunteers to help with this. See sign up sheets
on the Ministry Table.
Ash Wednesday
Simple Service Ash Wednesday is February 18: We will have Ash Wednesday
Hilsf:)or(i]cl\é:)ar; . services at 12:00 noon & 6:00 pm in the Historic Chapel. See
Flyer on page 13. We will also have a 4:00 pm Children’s Ash
Ash Wednesday Wednesday Service in the Church.
Family & Children
Service at 4:00 pm Lenten Soup Supper & Study —Wednesdays in Lent. The
Chureh book we'll be using is Theo of Golden by Allen Levi. You can
Ash Wednesday purchase the book on Amazon. The Office will have a few for
E“Cha;ilsot & Music sale at $15.00 each also. See Flyer on page 14.
. m
Historic Iéhapel Our first Soup Supper will be on Wednesday, February 25 from

5:15 to 6:00 PM and study from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

Special Events

We will need volunteers to assist in set up, clean up, preparing
Sunday, February 15 the soups and salads and bringing bread. There will be a sign
Vestry Meeting up sheet for volunteers to prepare those meals on the Ministry
12:30 pm Table. Please sign up.If you have questions about Lenten

Soul Kitchen Soup Supper, call the church office at 209-369-3381.

Friday, February 27

Compline Prayer Thursdays during Lent. Starting Thursday,
5:30 pm

February 19 through March 26, we will have Compline Prayer
Bishop David via Zoom. Log in each Thursday at 7:00 pm for this short but
Farewell Party meaningful service. We will email the Zoom Link each

St. James Cathedral Thursday. See you there!
2:00 pm in Fresno




Rector Reflections

Dear friends in Christ,

In Advent we entered Liturgical Year A, which determines the readings we hear on
Sundays. There are three liturgical years: A, B, and C. Each year focuses on a different
Gospel. Year A focuses on the Gospel of Matthew. During Lent, as we do each year,
we will turn to the Gospel of John, but then we will return to Matthew.

The Gospel of Matthew is believed to be the oldest account of Jesus’s life and teaching.
Scholars trace its authorship to the apostle Matthew, who collected the numerous
stories that continued to be shared orally about Jesus and his teachings decades after
Jesus’s death. It is believed that he eventually wrote these stories down in a way that
would highlight certain themes about Jesus.

Importantly, throughout the Gospel, Matthew depicts Jesus as a continuation of the
story of God and the people of Israel. He does this by portraying Jesus in three ways.
Jesus is a king, a messiah, of the line of King David; a new authoritative teacher, much
like Moses; and he is God with us, Emmanuel. Matthew wants us to pay attention to
this king, teacher, Emmanual who will quite literally walk us through what it means
to be in relationship with God.

As we move through the Gospel of Matthew this year, the stories we hear will be
infused with Matthew’s desire for us to know who Jesus is, continually connecting us
to the Hebrew scripture that was essential to Jesus and those he traveled with. Most of
all, however, it will be infused with love, generosity, and grace, as it teaches us now to
be disciples.

Jesus is, through Matthew’s words, meeting us at the shoreline, calming us amidst the
storms in our lives, healing us in our beds, by pools of water, and on the streets, feed-
ing us, teaching us to pray, to be humble, and about forgiveness, tossing our tables,
and inviting us to follow and join him in all these ministries. We are Simon-Peter,
Andrew, James, and John. We are his disciples, his friends, his students.

Over the next few weeks, I invite you to pull out the Bible, open to the Gospel of
Matthew, and soak it in. On February 8, after church, I invite you to join me in the
Hospitality Room after church for a conversation about what you’ve learned about
Matthew, about Jesus, about yourself, and about others.

Through our journey with Matthew, let us learn how to walk in love as Christ loved
us.

~Rev. Betsy+
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From Your Senior Warden

A Note of Gratitude and Hope

As we step into a new year together, I find myself reflecting on the quiet ways God
calls us into service —often gently, often unexpectedly, and always with the assurance
that we do not walk the path alone. When Rev. Betsy invited me to serve as Senior
Warden for 2026, I felt a deep sense of humility and gratitude. It is an honor to
support her ministry and to serve this community that continues to inspire me with its
generosity, resilience, and faith.

Our parish thrives because so many hearts and hands come together in love. This year,
we are blessed to welcome five new members to the vestry: Rosemary Cress, David
Diekman, Phyllis Duarte, Robert Elliott, and Dani Wilson. Each brings unique gifts,
perspectives, and a willingness to serve. Their biographies will follow in this
newsletter so you can get to know them more fully.

At the same time, we are deeply grateful for those who continue to serve with
dedication and steady leadership. Eric Goossens, our Junior Warden; Christina Soria,
our Vestry Clerk; and vestry members Bob Gorczyca and Katie Howard each offer
their time, wisdom, and energy in ways that strengthen our shared ministry. Their
ongoing commitment is a blessing to all of us.

As we begin this journey together, my prayer is that we continue to move forward
with humility, grace, and a deep trust in God’s guidance. May we support one
another, celebrate one another, and remain open to the new possibilities God is
preparing for St. John the Baptist.

God is doing some truly beautiful things at St. John’s, and we’re excited for all that
2026 will bring. Thank you for the privilege of serving alongside you. I look forward
to the year ahead and to all the ways we will grow together in faith and fellowship.

Love and Light,

Beth Elwood

W
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Elected Members for Class of January 2029 Vestry
i i i:g Rosemary Donaldson Cress —I have been a member of St. John's
Episcopal Church since my husband and I moved to Woodbridge in
. 2004. I was immediately attracted by the church’s welcoming spirit
L and emphasis on music. During the past twenty-one years I have
| attended regularly and have pledged faithfully. I am a member of
 the choir, a lector, and have served previously on the vestry. Our
daughter Amanda was married at St. John's in 2010, and my
husband Richard was inurned here in 2025; thus I feel deeply connected to this

church. I commit to representing the congregation in discerning a vision for the fu-
ture of this beautiful church and to working towards achieving that vision.

4 David Diekman —1I am a life-long member of St. John’s Church,

\ = baptized when the chapel had hard wooden pews and was located
1 in downtown Lodi, at the corner of Locust and Lee. Aside from a

| handful of college years, I have always worked and resided in this
. area. I am the father of two adult children of whom I am very
proud. Growing up in this parish, I have worn many hats in its
service, a few of them significant, many of them with resistance,
most of them understandably forgettable. And when I think back over these many
decades, I realize that St. John's and its members have played a huge role in how well
my life has been shaped and lived. I hope to return the favor by continuing in its
service for many years to come, if perhaps with a little resistance.

{ Phyllis Duarte — (Serving as a member for the Class of 2027) I had
| been looking for several years for a church that aligned with my
¢ values. A church where the teachings of Jesus was foundational. Feed
the hungry, care for the sick, clothe the poor and welcome the
- 4§ stranger and love your neighbor as yourself. A simple task one

1 !would think. One would be wrong. It was a difficult task and very

disheartening. At the last church I attended I had to listen to an

anti-woke sermon. Needless to say. I was out of there! That was what I thought was
my final attempt. Several weeks later on a Sunday morning I logged on to Facebook
and the first post I saw was from David Lujan. I didn't even know David! He posted
about his church, St. John’s, and how welcoming everyone was. EVERYONE , no ex-
ceptions and come just as you are. I attended St. John's that same Sunday. I intro-
duced myself to David. He shared his experience that led him to St. John's. I started
attending more regularly. David was right. It is the real deal. My search ended there. I
am so thankful my prayers were answered by such a kind and loving congregation.
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Elected Members for Class of January 2029 Vestry

; . e f Robert Elliott (pronouns: they/them)

I grew up in Lodi, was baptized at St. John's around 1956 and
confirmed in 1962, attending regularly until I left for college in

1968. After finishing my PhD in Clinical Psychology at UCLA, 1

& took a job teaching psychology and training clinical psychology

\ EMLSEENA students at the University of Toledo. There we raised our two sons,
Brendan and Kenneth For much of that time we attended Trinity Episcopal Church in
Toledo, where I served on the vestry during a clergy sexual misconduct scandal and
subsequent church conflict. In 2006 Diane and I moved to Scotland where I trained
counsellors at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow. I'm now fully retired from
university teaching but maintain private practice mostly supervising counsellors and
psychotherapists, running occasional trainings on Zoom, and writing. I enjoy
walking, running, reading science fiction, writing poetry, and listening to all kinds of
music. In March 2025 Diane and I moved from Pleasanton to Lodi, partly to become
more involved with St. John’s. Diane and I find St John's to be welcoming, stimulating
and inspiring. We enjoy providing snacks for coffee hour about once a month. I like
doing lay reading and am currently doing Canon Anna’s lay preaching course.

84 Dani Wilson —I walked through the doors of St. John the Baptist

A A ‘q ‘. Episcopal Church in February 2025. When I met with Reverend

AN 4% [ Betsy McElroy before attending my first Sunday service, I had no
|’ : | idea why I was sharing my heart with a stranger. Since that first

Sunday, I have felt a strong pull to serve, though I didn’t yet know
& in what capacity.

In July of last year, I was confirmed and became an official member of the Episcopal
Church. I have volunteered at Lodi's Salvation Army and have ushered during
services. I believe there is still much more in store for my journey of faith with God,
and I am excited to explore what lies ahead as I venture into the vestry.

St. John's has become a true home for me, and I have been welcomed with open arms
by everyone in the community. It is a blessing to be part of this congregation, and I
am deeply grateful for the support and love I have received.

L
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February Calendar

Sunday, February 1—Bishop David’s Last Visitation

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church ﬁ_i é
Monday, February 2

4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor ‘ '

Tuesday, February 3
10:00 am, Staff Meeting

5:30 pm, Soup for the Soul, Narthex & Kitchen e

Wednesday, February 4
12 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Church

Sunday, February 8

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

11:00 am, Souper Sunday, Soup Pick Up and Pay!

11:30 am, Discussion on the Gospel of Matthew, Hospitality Room

Monday, February 9
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Tuesday, February 10
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
4:15 pm, Salvation Arm Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

February 10-12: Clergy Conference at ECCO

Wednesday, February 11
12 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer Service, Historic Chapel &J)
6:30 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

February 13 & 14 Church Leaders Conference: ECCO

Saturday, February 14
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor —
Sunday, February 15 =S

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

12:30 pm, Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room

5:00 pm, Family Eucharist (aka Pizza Church) and Strove Tuesday Pancake Supper
See flyer on page 12
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February Calendar

Monday, February 16
10:00 am, Parkinsons Care Group, Historic Chapel

oQ
)
Tuesday, February 17

10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church

Wednesday, February 18

12:00 pm, Ash Wednesday Service, Historic Chapel (No Eucharist)
4:00 pm, Children’s Ash Wednesday Service, Church

6:00 pm, Ash Wednesday Service, Historic Chapel (with Eucharist)
No Choir Practice

Thursday, February 19

7:00 pm, Compline Prayer Service, Zoom

Friday, February 20

4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Saturday, February 21 r -
12:00 Noon, Bingo Luncheon, Church Narthex
: Iy
\

Sunday, February 22 —Lent I
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
11:00 am, Ector Oliveras Speaking, Nave -Creation Care —See Page 10

Tuesday, February 24
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

N

Wednesday, February 25
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Historical Chapel nfory &
5:15 pm, Lenten Soup Supper, Narthex el W@/j«

6:00pm, Lenten Study Program, Hospitality Room
7:00 pm, Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

Thursday, February 26

7:00 pm, Compline Prayer Service, Zoom H?“e
i _L/\itche
Friday, February 27 =L 2l

5:30 pm, Soul Kitchen, Church Narthex
Saturday, February 28

2:00 pm, Farewell /Retirement Party for Bishop David, St. James Cathedral, Fresno

Page 7




St. John’s Salvation Army & Lodi’s Access Center

OUTREACH Impact Recap, YE 2025

Our faithful outreach work has touched more lives than you may ever realize. Thank
you for showing up with compassion, humility, and a heart that reflects Christ’s love
so clearly. Because of your dedication, people in our community feel seen, supported,
and valued. We are deeply grateful for the time, energy, and care you pour into this
ministry. May you be encouraged knowing that your service is making a real and
lasting difference.

THE SALVATION ARMY - LODI CORPS

Volunteers Serving Dinner at Hope Harbor Shelter: Over 315 hours and 2,880 meals
served by 30 rotating volunteers, who in turn loved their interaction with members of
our community and appreciated fellowship and time spent together.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Fundraiser: In March St. John's donated $500, hosting a table
of eight Hope Harbor volunteers in recognition of their service. A wonderful meal of
corned beef and cabbage was prepared and served by members of the SA’s Culinary
Program.

Summer School Supply and Backpack Collection: As a church community, we
donated over 600 pencils, highlighters, and rulers and $300 towards the purchase of
backpacks for registered K-12 students in Lodi and surrounding communities. Overall
57 families and 119 students were served by this Salvation Army program.

Holiday Angel Tree Program: St. John’s members fulfilled the dreams of 10 children
this holiday season by donating desired clothing and toys on their Christmas “wish
lists”. St. John's provided additional support by assisting the SA team to sort and
organize gifts at their distribution center in Lodi. Overall this program served 851
children, 14 & under, 403 family units.

Red Kettle Bell Ringing Campaign: St. John’s increased their participation in this
year’s (silver) bell ringing in front of Walmart, Hobby Lobby, and Raley’s. Thank you
to all those who bundled up and cheerfully rang for 2 hours for one or more sessions!
Overall this program generated $70,000+.

Non-Perishable Food Collection: Throughout the year, non-perishable foods were
generously donated and shared with the Salvation Army’s Food Distribution Center.
Much appreciated!

LODI'S ACCESS CENTER: Throughout the year, parishioners donated toilet paper,
socks, blankets, and more to the shelter. Additionally, St. John’s donated $1,000 from
our Fireworks Booth fundraiser.

With gratitude and immense thanks to all our St. John’s volunteers and participants in
these programs.
Beth Elwood - Salvation Army Program Committee Member



Salvation Army Continued

The Salvation Army
HOPE HARBOR MINISTRY:
The Epopal Chuch Making a Real & Lasting Difference

315 2,880 30

HOURS OF SERVICE MEALS SERVED DEDICATED
VOLUNTEERS

Because of YOUR compassion, humility & Christ’s love, people in
our community feel SEEN, SUPPORTED, & VALUED.

Our volunteers pour out love and foster community, connecting and sharing fellowship.
Thank your your time and for you being the hands of Christ. Here’s to 2026!

Hope Harbor Dinner Service Volunteers - Won’t You Join Us?

Do you have a servant’s heart? Or perhaps your children/young adults have
community service hour requirements at school? We would love to have you join our
volunteer group in serving dinner to members of our community at Hope Harbor!

. Time Commitment: 4:15pm - 5:30pm (Only an hour & 15 minutes)
- When: Select Mondays, Tuesdays, Friday and Saturday. You choose which dates &
how often.
- What’s Needed: Close-toed shoes, an open & welcoming heart and your smile!
- NEW volunteers are always welcome ... contact me to do so!
. Dates available to fill for February and March We look forward to our returning &
NEW volunteers. THANK YOU for sharing your JOY!

To volunteer your services for Hope Harbor, please contact Debby Weberski,
209-483-3768 or email: debbyweberskil@gmail.com

Also, non-perishable food Items are still being collected and distributed every other
month. Thank you for keeping The Salvation Army in mind as you do your own
grocery shopping! Collection baskets are located under the Ministry table.
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Parish News

Creation Care News

The Creation Care team met in January after a December holiday “slumber”.
Currently we are working as advocates for legislation banning paraquat herbicides.
Exposure to these toxic compounds have been found to increase the risk of
developing Parkinson’s disease. We are gaining information from the Michael ]J. Fox
Foundation.

On Sunday, February 22, CC members will host Ector Olivares. Ector serves with
Catholic Charities in Stockton, leading the Environmental Justice program for the
Stockton diocese. He will share pertinent information concerning environmental
risks in our own Lodi community. The presentation will be held in the sanctuary,
mid-way through coffee hour.

The California native plant garden has been blessed by both

o winter rain and sunshine. A single yellow blossom has

“M® appeared on the plant of the month, the wooly sunflower.
Common wooly sunflower grows in full sun or part shade and is
f tolerant of a variety of soils including sand, clay and alkaline. It
requires watering no more than once a month in summer.

Please join us! We meet the second Tuesday of each month via Zoom at 7 p.m.
Contact Charlene at charlene.i.martin@gmail.com to get a link to the Zoom!

Bishop David & Tracy’s Farewell Party

Please mark your calendars now for Bishop David & Tracy’s Farewell Party, which
will be held at St. James Cathedral (Zoe Eden Building) in Fresno on Saturday,
February 28, 2026. The Event will be from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm and will include heavy
hors d’oeuvres, words of thanksgiving and blessings for their future as well as gifts
for their return to New Zealand.

You can RSVP for the event at: https:/ /form.jotform.com/253536629363161
Please RSVP by February 1, we need a head count for the caterer.

If you would like to contribute to a gift for Bishop David & Tracy, please make the check out
to EDSJ and put “Bishop’s Gift” in the memo line. If you would like to make an online

donation, you can do that on our diocesan website www.diosanjoaquin.org. Again,
please note “Bishop’s Gift” in the memo/comments. Please make your contributions

by Feb. 1.

Bishop David and Tracy have blessed us with their ministry since 2014 and we look
forward to celebrating with them as they prepare for their return home.
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Parish News

Hs Soul Kitchen — Friday, February 27
_1/\itchen

The last Friday of each month. The doors open at 5:00 pm with
dinner service starting at 5:30 pm. A nutritious meal is served here at St. John's.
Please join us. If you have questions you may contact the office.

Rev. Betsy’s Days Have Changed

In-office: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday
At-home: Thursday m
Sabbath (Day of Rest): Friday

Worship: Sunday

Fundraising Committee

The 2026 fundraising calendar is looking exciting. Many of you offered positive feed-
back on several events we hosted in the past two years, so we are bringing back four:

e Souper Sunday: Stock up for cozy Super Bowl watching (or just comfy suppers)
with our annual soup sale on Feb. 8. See signups on the Ministry Table for purchase
information.

e Bingo: Our first event of the year is set for Sat. Feb 21. More games to come.

e High Tea: Elevate your spring at our St. John’s High Tea Sat. May 2. This is for
everyone, people, so plan on bringing friends and family.

e Christmas Bazaar: It’s officially an annual event thanks to your incredible support
last year. Mark your calendars for Sat. Nov. 14. Many mini-events leading up to this
festive day are in the works.

Look for more information as we approach the above dates.

These of course are not the only events on the horizon for St. John’s (am looking at
you, Soul Kitchen and Men’s Barbecue, for example). All those who plan, coordinate,
set up, serve, clean up, and attend all of our events make it possible to offer an array
of opportunities for opening our doors to our community. If you are

interested in joining the lively Fundraising Committee (or have ‘k L 2

questions) please email me at ranbott5506@gmail.com. qz a}; ;
€ R

We welcome ideas and you! @W v ?

Fran Bott, Fundraising Committee Chairperson
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Family Eucharist

(aka Pizza Church)

“Chrove Tuesday”
Sunday PanhcCake Supper

We are celebratihg Shrove Tuesday this year on
Sunday, February 15 alohg with Pizza Church.

Sunday, February 15

5:00 pm to 5:30 pm: Family Eucharist
Open to all!

5:45 pm to 7:00 pm: “Shrove Tuesday”
Pancake Supper
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Ash Wednesday

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 18, 2026

12:00 pm. + 4:00 pm. + 6:00 p.m.

No Music or Eucharist Children & Family Music & Eucharist
Service

Historic Chapel Main Church Historic Chapel
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Bingo

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist
Presents...

Saturday, February 21, 2026
Starting at 12:00 Noon
Tickets are $25.00 per person which includes:
12pm-1pm Lite lunch
Iom-3pm - 8 Bingo Games with cash prizes
2 Bingo cards

Additional Bingo cards $2 each

Raffle drawing - $1 per ticket

Space is limited, reservations are suggested
Please RSVP by calling

St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 or
Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church

1055 S. LOWER SACRAMENTO ROAD
LoDl, CA 95242
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Lenten Programs

St. John’s Invites You To

/%ZW%
;& o Qupperd
Wednesdays in Lent

5:15 pm to 7:00 pm
February 25, March 4, 11, 18 & 25
5:15 p.m. Soup Supper — Church Narthex

6:00 p.m. Lenten Class — Hospitality Room

Theo o Golden

<f

Ly

i

)“'IIIL':-I l-t.\'.i

Please consider bringing a can of soup for the food basket.
If you would like to provide a soup, please sign up at the ministry table.
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Adornments & Celebrations

We are grateful for these donors whose
gifts adorn our worship in February

Feb 1 Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her sister, Laquita Gage for her
birthday on February 3.
Feb 8 Penny Wilson, in thanksgiving for my two wonderful daughters, Holly

and Hannah. They bless my life everyday! GPYHH

Feb 15 David and Diana Martin in loving memory of her grandmother, Beatrice
Martinez on her birthday, February 12 and in celebration of their
children, Hannah and Joseph for their birthday, February 15.

Feb 22 Carol Bower Foote in celebration of Richard Park Bower’s birthday

John Nieman in loving memory of Fran Nieman in honor of our
wedding anniversary, Feb. 27, 1978.

If you have a loved one to remember or an occasion to celebrate or remember please contact

18: Robert Clemons
1:  Walt Wolterstorff
23:  Emily Freund

PPy <
Birthday

N

2: Jack Christy Olusere Olowoyeye

3:  Joshua Bradley 25:  Richard Stevens -\

5:  Olayinka Olowoyeye Ken Warburton ZAX
Jade San Juan 28: Tom Gundershaug Happy

8: John Ledbetter Elaine Sager Anniversary

9:  Maeve Langone 29: Ida May Lobb X

11:  Elfonda Filomeo 7: Diana & Jack Christy

12:  Edmund Freund 25: Brad Huffman & Xander Avila
Mark Govhoug

14:  Evan McElroy
16: Cruz Martinez
Nancy Walker

17:  Martin Bagnasco
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Looking Ahead

MEN’S BARBEQUE
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

WE INVITE THE WOMEN OF ST. JOHN'S TO
JOIN THE MEN ON:

SUNDAY, MARCH 8§, 2026 AT 5:00 PM

LET US DO THE COOKING.

The 2026 Lodi Pride Festival
Saturday, June 6 from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm at IDOL Beer Works!

Now that we know the date and time, it is time to get a team together to make our
presence there a success! We need:

« Organized people—who can make sure all the details get taken care of (exhibit
booth reserved, supplies checked and more ordered if necessary, scheduling vol-
unteers to staff the booth, etc.)

« Creative people—to plan an exciting display and handouts that will catch the in-
terest and stir up a spark of curiosity even among LGBTQ persons and allies who
have good reason to fear churches.

« People strong enough to get the table, tent, and other materials from/to St. John's
on that day and set up and take down our display.

« Enthusiastic, outgoing, caring people—to spend a few hours that day staffing our
booth, greeting each person as if they are Christ himself.

An aside —so far, St. John’s has been the only church participating in the Lodi Pride
Festival. If you want the world to be safe for LGBTQ
persons, their families, friends and allies, and you

want Lodi to know that St. John's is a place where the

God who loves everyone is proclaimed —in what way o
would you like to be part of this effort? Call me, P A I

Andee Zetterbaum, at 209-923-7932 or email me at ;,”
azetterb@aol.com and let’s talk.

FESTIVAL

Presented By A New Lodi
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