
 

Worship  

 

Noon-Day Prayer 

Every Wednesday 

12:00 Noon 

Chapel 

 

Holy Eucharist 

Sundays 

July 5, 19 & 26 

9:30 am 

 

Morning Prayer 

Sunday, July 12 

9:30 am 

 

Bishop & Canon 

Visitation 

Sunday, July 26 

9:30 am 

 

Special Events  

Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, July 19 

12:00 Noon 

 

Pizza Church 

Sunday, July 19 

5:00 pm 

 

Soul Kitchen 

Friday, July 31 

5:30 pm 

 

Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive. 

July 2026 
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Wednesday, July 1 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
 

Thursday,  July 2 
10:00 am, Celebration of Life for John Ledbetter, Church 
 

Saturday, July 4  - Happy 4th of July 
 

Sunday, July 5 
9:00 am,  Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
 

Monday, July 6 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Tuesday, July 7 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 

5:00 pm, Soup for the Soul, Grief Group, Panera Bread 
 

Wednesday, July 8 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
 

Saturday, July 11 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Sunday, July 12  
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Morning Prayer, Church 
 

Monday, July 13 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Tuesday, July 14 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 

Wednesday, July 15 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
 
 



July Calendar 

Thursday, July 16 
10:00 am, Bingo Set Up, Church Narthex 
 
Friday, July 17 
6:00 pm, Happy Hour Bingo, Church Narthex 
 
Sunday, July 19  
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
12:00 pm, Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room 
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church Narthex 
 

Tuesday, July 21 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
 

Wednesday, July 22 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
 

Sunday, July 26—Canon Anna Visitation 
9:00 am,  Casual Choir Practice, Church 
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church 
11:30 am, Summer Book Series, Hospitality Room 
 

Monday, July 27 
8:30 am, Windows being washed, Church 
 
Tuesday, July 28 
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office 
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor 
 
Wednesday, July 29 
12:00 Noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel 
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Holiday Bazaar Craft Day, Church Narthex 
 
Friday, July 31 
5:30 pm, Soul Kitchen, Church Narthex 
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Rector Reflections 

Life is short, and we do not have time 
to gladden the hearts of those who make the journey with us. 

So, be swift to love, make haste to be kind, 
and may the blessing of God who made you, 

who loves you, and who travels with you 
be with you now and ever more. Amen. 

 

From my vantage point in the church service, I get a prime viewing spot of all the  
faces in the congregation. I get to see what makes people laugh, smile, cry, or wince. 
Without a doubt, the words that make people smile and tear up the most are the words 
of this blessing, which is the one I typically use during the Season After Pentecost. 

 

We are comforted by these words. Yet, they call us to action, to make a difference in the 
world around us, to attempt to create goodness in the world around us – even if the 
world we are impacting is within the reach of an embrace.  

 

This July, we celebrate the 250th birthday of our nation. A nation that fought for inde-
pendence, a nation that wanted to do things differently and that held as self-evident 
“that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain  
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,”  
as written in the second paragraph of The Declaration of Independence. 

 

Just as we have fallen short of God’s calling for us so many times throughout history to 
love our neighbor, we have also fallen short over the past 250 years of our founders’ 
mighty goal, to respect our equality with those who walk this beautiful land along with 
us. We have fallen short of our call to honor each other’s right for Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness.  

 

Opportunities abound for us to love and to be kind. Here in our parish hall, we share a 
meal with folks from the community on the last Friday of the month. Please come, sit, 
and break bread with one another. Offer to serve or make one of the meals. We also 
serve folks in our community who are struggling by serving at Hope Harbor 6 nights a 
month. Outside of our feeding ministries, our Beyond Bias ministry is always working 
to find ways to let folks in our community know they are loved, as seen through our 
PRIDE related activities. Our Creation Care ministry works to make our grounds and 
our community cleaner by reducing waste, planting native plants, and other important 
initiatives. 

 

As we step into July and into the 251st year of our nation, I invite us to be mindful of 
the calling of our forefathers and of God to recognize that we and our neighbor are cre-
ated equal. That we are called to love our neighbor as God loves us. Life is short . . .  
so let’s get busy!                         ~Rev. Betsy+ 



From Your Senior Warden  
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Enjoy your summer vacation—or simply some well‑deserved time to relax with  
family and friends. You’ve earned it. Another meaningful way to unwind and savor 
the season is by supporting the good work of the Salvation Army. Below are a few  
options for your consideration.                                              .                 

 

STUFF THE BUS, the Salvation Army’s annual summer school supply drive for 
school age kids in Greater Lodi and Amador County will be held on Saturday, July 
11th. This year the Salvation Army has partnered with Walmart, Love Lodi, and 
 Nexus Youth & Family Services.                                                   .  
 

Lists of needed supplies are located on the ministry table. Purchase school supplies 
at our Lodi Walmart and place them in the donation receptacles near the store’s  
entrances on July 11th OR purchase school supplies and leave them in the box located 
near our ministry table. Supplies donated at church will be taken to Walmart  
collection areas on July 11th.  
 

CALLING ALL GOLFERS for the 19th Annual Dr. Walter E Reiss Red Shield Classic 

on Monday, July 20th at Woodbridge Golf and Country Club! Join community golfers 
for a wonderful day of fellowship and fundraising for the Salvation Army’s programs 
and services that bless our local communities.  
• $200 per golfer or $800 per foursome includes green fees, cart, range balls, lunch,  

dinner, and tee prizes. 
• Registration and lunch begin at 10:00 a.m., with a shotgun start at 12:00 p.m. 
• Appetizers, silent auction, and raffle begin at 5:00pm, followed by dinner at 6:00pm. 
• Sponsorship opportunities are also available.                                                                . 

 

To register or donate, please visit www.salarmy.us/LodiRedShieldClassic or stop by 
our ministry table for registration forms and more information. Not a golfer but 

would still like to be involved? Volunteers are needed at 9:30am to set up registration 
and again at 12:30 for dinner, silent auction, and raffle set-up.  Just come to  
Woodbridge Golf and Country Club at these appointed times. Raffle baskets and  

silent auction items are also needed. For more information, please contact Pam Kludt 
at (209) 481-1829. 
 

VOLUNTEER YOUR SERVICE AT HOPE HARBOR … Did you know that St. John’s 
members, friends, and family serve dinner at the Salvation Army’s Hope Harbor  
Family Shelter (Lodi) on 6 afternoons each month? Here is what’s needed in addition 
to your loving heart -  

                                                                                                              (Continued on Page 6) 

http://www.salarmy.us/LodiRedShieldClassic


  Senior Warden Continued/Salvation Army News 

Saturday, July 11
th

 @ Walmart 
 

Help provide basic school supplies for students in need,  
in Greater Lodi and Amador County. 

 
 
 
 

Shop for school supplies 

at Walmart, then drop off 

on Saturday, July 11  

outside the store’s  

entrances.   

Lists of needed supplies 

are on our ministry table!  
                                          

 
OR choose to donate online:                                                                         

https://give-do.salvationarmy.org/campaign/815076/donate  
 
 

This program is offered by the Salvation Army, in partnership with                     
Walmart, Love Lodi, Nexus Youth & Family Services.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• An hour and 15 minutes of your time on the dates St. John’s serves, 4:15pm – 
5:30pm.  

• Wear close-toed shoes & casual attire (hair nets, aprons & gloves provided on site)  
In return, the real joy is found in serving and connecting with Salvation Army staff 
and community members, and in the fellowship shared with St. John’s members, 
friends, and family. Available dates for July, Aug, & Sept now available.  Sign up 
here: https://volunteersignup.org/WCAWJ 
 

A heartfelt thank‑you to everyone who shares their love with the Salvation Army 
through gifts of time, talent, or treasure. The Salvation Army, Lodi Corps, provides 
vital programs and services that support our neighbors in need across many areas of 
life.   Here’s to a wonderful summer with blessings to all.                                        
                                                                                                               Beth Elwood  

https://give-do.salvationarmy.org/campaign/815076/donate
https://volunteersignup.org/WCAWJ
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Creation Care News 

 

June’s creation meeting agenda provided a platform for lively  
discussions ranging from data centers to the technological advances 
in community air pollution sensors.  https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jun/09/pacoima-pollution-
air-sensors-monitoring .  As well, Elaine Sager recommended a book 
she recently read: “The Hidden Life of Trees, What They Feel, How 

They Communicate -- Discoveries from a Secret World” by Peter Wohlleben. Our 
planet Earth, God’s creation, is such an interesting place. 
 
Most meeting minutes were given to the coming Season of Creation this fall. A brain-
storm of ideas included: a picnic? creation stations of the cross? civic engagement at 
the legislative level? Sunday school lessons that celebrate both Creator and creation?  
Stay tuned!  One or more of these “seeds” will grow to fruition. 
 
If this good work interests you, please join the team. Currently serving are Elaine 
Sager, Aleathea Langone, Charlene Martin, Diane Elliot and Barbara Krengel. Contact 
Charlene at charlene.i.martin@gmail.com. She will be glad to send you a link to the 
Zoom monthly meetings on the second Tuesday (July 14) of each month from 7 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.   
 
Plant of the Month 
Ceanothus Maritimus ‘valley violet’. Valley Violet 

Ceanothus is a tough and reliable shrub, that is 

drought tolerant once established.  This relatively 

small Ceanothus grows 2 ft. tall by 4 ft. wide with 

small leathery leaves and gorgeous dark-violet  

flowers in early spring. For a ceanothus it is slower 

growing and has proven to be long lived and tolerant  

of many soil types. A wide array of pollinators are attracted to its flowers.  

Valley violet can be identified directly to the your left as you pass by the native gar-

den at the entrance to St. John’s. 

mailto:charlene.i.martin@gmail.com
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Parish Life 

Soul Kitchen Dinner—Friday, July 31 at 5:30 pm 

Our monthly "Soul Kitchen" dinner takes  place the last Friday  
of each month. This FREE dinner is served from 5:30-7:00 pm.  We have regulars 
from our local community that attend the last Friday of each month.  This is a great 
way to reach  out to our community and help others.  Please join us.   

 Fun Ways To Serve 

We have room for YOU to join a Sunday service team:  
 

Sound Person, Ushers, Acolytes (Crucifer and Camera Acolyte), Counters, Altar 
Guild members, Designers Guild, bread bakers (we supply the recipe), Coffee Hour 
hosts, Choir members…  
 

There are no special skills needed for these jobs!  We will train. 
Please contact Penny in the office to sign up!  

                      Noon-Day Prayer 
           Every Wednesday at 12:00 Noon 

Every Wednesday at 12:00 noon we gather in the Historical Chapel for Noon-Day 
Prayer.  This is a short, but lovely service.  If you have questions, please contact the 
church office.  We hope to see you there. 

               Bags for Benches Summer Update 

Please take note that for the months of July and August, we will NOT 
be collecting plastic bags for our “Bags for Benches” program.  We 
will return in September.  So please start saving your bags and bring 
them in September to put in the white collection container at the back 
of the church.  Thank you. 



  

Page 9 

Parish Life 

           The Summer Book Series 

Pizza Church and Blessing of the Backpacks! 
The 3rd Sunday of Each Month 

5:00 pm 

This is a simple, family-friendly, hands-on service.  We start with 
a “Casual Eucharist” at 5:00 pm followed by a “Pizza Dinner” at 
5:30 pm.  All are welcome.  If you have questions,                                   
please contact Penny in the office at 209-369-3381 or email at 
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net 

 

2026:  July 19, August 16, September 20, October 18, November 
15, December 20 

Soup for the Soul 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

5:30 pm 

This is a small group of parishioners that gather  at Panera 

Bread the 1st Tuesday of each month. We have all experi-
enced a loss in our  lives. We gather to share a simple meal 
and conversation.  If this sounds like it fits you or you have 
any questions, please contact Penny in the office at 209-369-
3381 or email at stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net 

The Summer Book Series continues this month with the John Fugel-
sang non-fiction book, Separation of Church and Hate – a sane person’s 
guide to taking back the Bible from Fundamentalists, Fascists, and Flock-
fleecing frauds.  Pick it up, listen to it, or check out a copy and join us 
for a lively discussion on July 26 at 11:30 am in the Hospitality 
Room. 



Birthday’s and Anniversary’s 

We are grateful for these donors whose gifts adorn our worship:  

  

July 5  Abigail, Candace and Devin, in loving memory of our parents  
   Lois and Roderic Landreth. 
 

  Penny Wilson, in loving memory of Greg Wilson for our anniversary and  
    the wonderful years we had together.  GP♥HH  
 

July 12 None. 
 

July 19 Beth & Jim Elwood in loving memory of their mothers, Susan and Mary  
   for their July birthdays. 
 

July 26 Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her grandson, Brandon Baker, for  
   his birthday, July 28. 
 

  Roxy & Steve Woodard in loving memory of his mother, Clem Woodard  
   for her birthday, July 28. 
 

  Kathy Girard in loving memory of her brother, Frank Roa, for his  
   birthday, July 29 

 

 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving,  
please call the parish office at 369-3381.  

1:  Christopher Diekman 
3:  David San Juan 
13: Cindi Grovhoug 
14:  Dennis Langone 

 Marlene Loseth Raley 
15:  Fran Bott 
 Sarah Gay Gerard-Platt 
16: Lindsey Flores 
17: Charlene Freund 
18: Mitchell Flores 
 Shirley Menchaca 
21: Matthew Bronson 
 Sophia Robles 
23: Cheryl Nix 
25: Amelia Rose Hernandez 
30: Aleathea Langone 

1: Barbara and Ken Warburton 
12:  Donna and Bob Hoffman 
14:  Michelle and Harry Hakala 
17: Lindsey & Mitchell Flores 
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Deacon Tom’s Camino Request 
 
Greetings friends!  In October of this year, I will be embarking on a long-desired  
journey— walking the Camino de Santiago de Compostela in northern Spain.  I’ll be 
making the 60+ mile trek with several friends and former colleagues of Church World 
Service (www.cwsglobal.org).  We are making this journey to raise funds for CWS and 
its lifesaving work assisting hungry, impoverished, and displaced peoples around the 
world.  As many of you know, I worked for CWS for over 30 years.  It’s a cause dear to 
my heart. 
 
I hope to raise $10,000 before the Camino  
begins—I’m halfway there.  I’d very much a 
appreciate your support in reaching that goal.  All 
funds donated with go directly to Church World 
Service.  I am covering all my own  
travel expenses.  If you wish to  
contribute, any amount is most welcome; please 
scan this QR code with your phone or go online to  
https://church-world-service.grassrootz.com/cws
-camino-2026/tom-hampson  
 
Thanks so much for considering my request! 
 
Dcn Tom 
 
 
 

A Message From Deacon Tom 

http://www.cwsglobal.org
https://church-world-service.grassrootz.com/cws-camino-2026/tom-hampson
https://church-world-service.grassrootz.com/cws-camino-2026/tom-hampson


Sunday, July 26 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Visitation from 
The Rev. Canon Anna Carmichael, Ph.D. 

 
We are looking forward to  a great visitation. 

 

The Rev. Betsy McElroy, Rector 
 

2026 Vestry Members 
Beth Elwood, Senior Warden; Eric Goossens, Junior Warden 

Rosemary Cress, David Diekman, 
 

Worship: Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
Church Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday 

1055 S. Lower Sacramento Road, Lodi, California 95242 
stjohnslodi@sbcglobal.net † www.stjohnsoflodi.org † 209.369.3381 (voice) 


