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Committed to living a faith journey that is sacred, intentional, compassionate and inclusive.

Worship

Noon-Day Prayer
Wednesdays
Chapel
12:00 Noon

Holy Eucharist
Sundays
9:30 am
Church

Pizza Church
Sunday, August 16
5:00 pm
Church

Special Events

Soup for the Soul
Tuesday, August 4
5:30 pm
Panera Bread

Vestry Meeting
Sunday, August 16
12:00 pm

Canon Anna will soon transition out of her role as Canon to the
Ordinary after nearly a decade of faithful service to EDSJ. We are
hosting a special Farewell Celebration to honor the ministry she
provided to the Diocese and the work she contributed to building

EDSJ.

Please see the flyer below. The link to RSVP is https://
pci.jotform.com/form/261897196707171 you can also email us at

dioadmin@diosanjoaquin.org

Additionally, if you
have any photos of
Canon Anna from her
time at EDS]J that you
would like to share,
please email them to
me.

Roxann McSpadden,
Diocesan
Administrator,
209-576-0104

AUGUSTS8 | ZPM. -4 P M.

* BITES » DRINKS

MEMORIES
168 Cathedral
1147 E. Dakota Ave

Fresno, CA 9

Evervone is welcome!
Please RSVP by August 1st



Rector Reflections

Dear friends,

This last month has been weighing heavily on my heart as it may be for you. We have
collectively experienced the death of three beloved members and are supporting oth-
ers who are moving through their own grief process for losses in their immediate fam-
ilies. It is a season.

Ecclesiastes has this to say about seasons . . .

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die;

a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill and a time to heal;

a time to break down and a time to build up;

a time to weep and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn and a time to dance;

a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek and a time to lose;

a time to keep and a time to throw away;

a time to tear and a time to sew;

a time to keep silent and a time to speak;

a time to love and a time to hate;

a time for war and a time for peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)

This scripture from Ecclesiastes resonates with people so well that Pete Seegar turned
it into an international number one hit sung by The Byrds. I would argue that many
might be surprised to learn that the lyrics were inspired by verses from the Bible.

Our lives, whether individually or communally, are unpredictable. Included in the
poetical and wisdom literature of the Bible, Ecclesiastes addresses the questions that
arise when attempting to reconcile this unpredictability through the lens of faith.
Ecclesiastes” honest acknowledgement of our reality, especially through the words of
this poem, helps us to feel seen and heard in times of trouble and despair. It also lets
us know that seasons do not last forever and that soon, we will be in a new season
that will hold its own realities.
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Rector Reflections

Yes, we are in a season. This season holds times for tears, but also laughter and joy as
we remember those who have impacted our lives. It also holds a tremendous amount
of hope in knowing that death is not an end, but a gate to eternal life in Christ. Let us
continue to hold one another with grace and love as we anticipate new seasons
coming our way knowing that we are never alone.

If you are in need for some pastoral care during this tender time, I_é l_l
please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 3
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Formation * Formation * Formation

Formation, in the Episcopal Church, refers to all those things that happen in the
church that form us as disciples. What constitutes these things includes a lot of
things: Sunday School, Bible/Book Studies, vestry meetings, hosting coffee hour,
serving at Hope Harbor, taking communion to those who cannot come to church,
prepping for the Easter Egg hunt, attending church, and much more. It is our belief
that everything we do in and for the church should be formational.

However, when you hear “formation” it most often refers to
specific educational activities and gatherings centered on learning
for children and adults. As our Programmatic Year gets
underway, will begin to roll out new opportunities for Christian
Education. Maddie Langone has agreed to serve as our Children’s
Formation Coordinator and is preparing for two separate Sunday School classes,
separated by age. Sunday School will resume in September. For our adults, we will
begin 2nd Sunday Formation. On the 2nd Sunday of each month, we will have an
educational opportunity for adults. The first of these will be on August 9 with our
Altar Guild sharing about the history and background of Altar Guild. If you have a
topic of interest that you would like to share or if you have a request, please let

Rev. Betsy know.
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From Your Senior Warden

Dear St. John's Family, You are invited!

In mid-June, your vestry began a prayerful discernment process regarding St. John's
vision, mission, and values —and we want you to be at the heart of it. Over the next
three months, we will share different activities to gather your input.

Right now, we invite you to help us discern the core Values that best embody the
essence of St. John’'s.

Below are the values your vestry identified as deeply reflecting our parish, listed in no
specific order. Thanks to initial feedback, we have also added a few more for your
consideration:

Christ/Jesus-Centered | Welcoming | Collaborative | Loving | Community | Caring
| Respectful | Fun | Joyful | Belonging | Sacramental | Transformative/Formative
| Vibrant | Compassionate

Added by parishioners: Giving | Family | Leadership

How to Participate:

When you return to church, you will see each of these values printed on cards taped
to the west windows. We encourage you to engage with one another before the ser-
vice and during coffee hour to share your thoughts.

Please cast your vote using the following steps:
Select your top 3: Place a Green Dot on the three cards that mean the most to you.

Flag mismatches: If you see a value that you feel does not represent us, place a Red
Dot on it.

Add what is missing: If a core value is missing, write it on one of the blank half-sheet
cards taped to the window.

Please consider all the words —both the vestry’s initial list and the ones added by
your fellow parishioners —as you participate!

This activity will be open through August 9. If you have any questions, please reach
out to any vestry member.

Thank you for your thoughtful input and partnership. We look forward to our contin-
ued work together during this important season of discernment.

With gratitude from your vestry,
Beth, Eric, Rosemary, David, Phyllis, Robert, Bob, Katie, Christina, and Dani



August Calendar

Saturday, August 1
10:00 am, Holiday Fair Crafting Workshop, Narthex + N
A% XV

Sunday, August 2 o0

9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Hospitality Room

9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

Monday, August 3

4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service

Tuesday, August 4

10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office

5:30 pm, Soup for the Soul, Panera Bread oup o=
for the Soul

Wednesday, August 5
12:00 noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel

Friday, August 7
5:00 pm, Memorial/Celebration/Reception, Chapel & Church

Saturday, August 8
2:00 pm, Farewell Celebration Honoring Canon Anna, St. James Cathedral
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service

Sunday, August 9 &
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Hospitality Room é é
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church ‘ '

11:15 am, Formation Class, Hospitality Room

Monday, August 10
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service

Tuesday, August 11
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service

Wednesday, August 12
12:00 noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
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August Calendar

Sunday, August 16

9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Hospitality Room
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

12:00 pm, Monthly Vestry Meeting, Hospitality Room
5:00 pm, Pizza Church, Church

Monday, August 17
Rev. Betsy, Spiritual Rest Day

August 12 -22: Rev. Betsy Out of Town

Wednesday, August 19
12:00 noon, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
1:00 pm, Holiday Fair Crafting Workshop, Narthex

Thursday, August 20: Penny Out of the office

Friday, August 21
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Saturday, August 22
10:00 am, Holiday Fair Crafting Workshop, Narthex

Sunday, August 23
9:00 am, Casual Choir Practice, Hospitality Room
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church

Tuesday, August 25
10:00 am, Staff Meeting, Church Office
4:15 pm, Salvation Army Dinner Service, Hope Harbor

Wednesday, August 26
12:00 pm, Noon-Day Prayer, Chapel
6:00 pm, Choir Party, Church Narthex

Sunday, August 30
9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Church
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Noon-Day Prayer Every Wednesday at 12:00 Noon

Every Wednesday at 12:00 noon we gather in the Chapel for Noon-Day Prayer. This
is a short, but lovely service. If you have questions, please contact the church office.
We hope to see you there.

Fundraising Committee Report

Happy Summer! Your Fundraiser Committee is happy to share updates to the busy
St. John's calendar:

1. Happy Hour Bingo is back on! Join our Hawaiian-themed bingo evening on
September 11. See flyers and the Ministry Table at church for details. Wind
down from the week with adult beverages (including non-alcoholic), heavy hors
d'oeuvres, prizes and a raffle. Please do indicate your intent to join in so we have
plenty of goodies for all.

2. We're going for a Book Swap Party, tentatively scheduled for September 26 from
10 am to 2 pm. Watch for details for donating to and/or “shopping” at our pop-
up used bookstore. A modest fee gets you in the door, with a wide array of
books, snacks and fellowship to enjoy. The number of books you decide to take
home is unlimited!

3. Our Holiday Bazaar crafting has begun! We began last month making tied-border
fleece blankets, and we continue with this project, adding more crafts over three
days this month: Sat., Aug 1 from 10 am to 1 pm, Wed., Aug. 19 from 1-4 pm, and
Sat., Aug 22 from 1 am to 1 pm. Watch for more info after church now through
October. All crafts are super easy, and the company is fun, too.

A note about this year’s November 14 bazaar: You'll see some changes to this now-
annual event. We are expanding our bake sale section, inviting select vendors,
expanding floral/plant offerings, adding more Thanksgiving/harvest decor, and
featuring hand-crafted items created by St. John's parishioners, friends and family.
We are not inviting donations of gently used housewares as we did last year. Please hold off
on donations to the bazaar until more details are released later this month.

Thinking of joining the committee? Our next meeting via Zoom is Wed. Aug. 19 at 4
pm. Contact Fran Bott at 209-609-9371 or franbott5506@gmail.com if you have
questions or want the meeting link. And as always, thanks to all of you for your
time, effort and encouragement with our many events and memories.

Fran Bott



Parish Life

Choir News

The casual choir is continuing for the month of August. The choir
will be officially be returning to their regular schedule on Sunday,
September 6! Their 1st rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 2.
Choir will be gathering for a party to start the new season off right
on Wednesday, August 26 at 6:00pm . If you are interested in
joining, please talk to Steven for an orientation. Even if you are not sure you sing well,
but would like to try, we can help you find your voice. Hope to see you there!

Pizza Church
The 3rd Sunday of Each Month at 5:00 pm

This is a simple, family-friendly, hands-on service. We start with a
“Casual Eucharist” at 5:00 pm followed by a “Pizza Dinner” at 5:30
pm. All are welcome. Join us. If you have questions, please call the
office at 209-369-3381 or email at stjiohnslodi@sbcglobal.net

Bags for Benches Summer Update

Please take note that for the months of July and August, we will NOT
be collecting plastic bag for our “Bags for Benches” program. We will
return in September. So please start saving your bags and bring them
in September to put in the white collection container at the back of the
church. Thank you.

Vestry Meeting — Sunday, August 16
The next regularly scheduled meeting of your Church Vestry is on
m Sunday, August 16 at 12:00 pm in the Hospitality Room.
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August Adornments and Celebrations

We are grateful for these donors whose gifts "

August 2

August 9

August 17
August 23

August 30

adorn our worship in August

Penny Wilson, in loving memory of my mom, Donna Tompkins for
her birthday, August 7

Jan Cariati and Amanda in loving memory of Joe Cariati

None.

Elfonda Filomeo in loving memory of her husband, Don for his
birthday, August 23.

Diane Burkett in loving memory of her parents Arthur & Caroline
Marquardt for their anniversary on 8/24.

Kathy Girard in loving memory of her mother, Hilda Roa for her
birthday, August 28.

Linda Harkins in loving memory of her husband, Jack on the
anniversary of their wedding, August 28.

James Bassett (g @
Steve Manildi p]'?i/rtigday

6: Steve Culbertson

Luca Martinez
10:  Kyle McElroy

11:  Penny Wilson 6: Stacey and Martin Bagnasco
17:  Kathy Girard Beth and Jim Elwood
21:  Donna Hoffman 18: Candice & Lewis Gale

Jan Cariati 20: Stacey & Dave Sorokowsky
22:  Stacey Robles Bagnasco 24: Becky & Kim Nelson

25:  Cheryl McLord
27:  Patsy Lithco

28:  Melanie Martinez
30: Marlys Williams
31: David Friston
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Updates

Happy Hour Bingo Information
Friday, September 11

Let’s Get Ready To BINGO! Bring your friends and family to St. John’s Lodi on
Friday, September 11 for Happy Hour Bingo! For the low price of $25.00 per person,
you will receive 1 drink, heavy hors d’oeuvres and 2 BINGO Cards. You may
purchase extra cards for only $1.00 each. A no-host bar will be available. Finish the
week off with fun, food, BINGO and a possibility of winning prizes and/or raffles.
Please sign up at the ministry table. If you have any questions, contact Margaret
Meyers at 209-327-2242. I hope to see you there!

Tom’s Camino Update, 6/26/26

The support I've received from people from so many parts of my life, including many
of you, has been really moving. I've exceeded my original goal of $10,000 (which
seemed pretty ambitious) and have upped it to $15,000. Our cadre of Caminantes have
decided to try to raise $80,000 collectively in honor of the 80th Anniversary of Church
World Service. Here’s hoping!

Our world is filled with reminders of why the work of CWS is so vital. Earthquakes in
Venezuela, catastrophic hunger in Southern Sudan, war in Ukraine and elsewhere, the
crushing daily grind of poverty in the lives of millions, the precarious lives of immi-
grants and refugees around the world. It's a lot. And it's why our Camino group is so
committed to raise funds to support the lifesaving work of CWS. Present and former
CWS staff, CWS board members, dedicated CROP Hunger Walk leaders - we know
Church World Service well. We love what it does. In a world that can seem so
crushing, CWS brings hope and healing around the world.

As I do my training walks around Modesto and read the accounts of others who've
done the Camino in the past, I'm so grateful for the opportunity to make this sacred
journey to Santiago de Compostela, a pilgrimage route for over a
thousand years! And grateful, too, for the support for Church
World Service that this walk is generating. A double blessing]!

If you would like to contribute to this effort (all donations go
directly to CWS), use the QR code found here. Thank you!!

Tom Hampson



The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist
Presents...

Friday, September 11, 2026

Starting at 5:00 pm

Tickets are $25.00 per person which includes:
6 Bingo Games,

2 bingo cards
1 drink and a heavy hors d'oeuvres
No-host bar available

4:30 pm: Doors Open
5:00 pm: Bingo Games Begin
Prizes for game winners
and raffle prizes!

Space is limited, reservations are suggested
Please RSVP by calling

St. John’s Church at 209-369-3381 or
Sign Up at the Ministry Table at Church



